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AY'S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 

Analysis—12, 000 cubic feet of gas per ton 

of coal; 18-<andle gas; coke, 66°70 per cent.; volatile 
. Coke of good quality. 

BAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED GARESFIELD 


COKE. 
RAMSAY’S ORDINARY GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. FIRE-BRICK 
WORKS, established 1804. FIRE-CLAY SANITARY 
PIPES. CHIMNEY-TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire- 
Clay. The Fire-Clay is worked from Blaydon — Colliery, 
is of excellent quality, and no expense 3 n perfecting 
every article. The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “ RAMSAY”) 
are to be. seen in of the world, and the Works 
are the most extensive in the dom 

Siauticteriee-Dareotinas, walwell, and Hebburn 
Quay, near Newcastle-on-T, 

Address G. H. Ramsay, NnwcasTtx-on-Trwe. 


GENUINE. TORBAY PAINT 


SPECIAL GASOMETER PAINT. 
Fovr Prix Mepars, . Estastisuep over 20 Years. 

b peat oo be ae . 150 Country a neldere, | 18 
and by as Companies, on Gas ers, 
Scrubbers, puriters, de. ‘They will cover tar effectually. 
Also used by the Admiralty, War Office, Railway Com- 
panies, Founders, &c. 

They prevent and arrest rust, and protect iron from the 


action of water, sulph and g exhalations. 


The covering powers are considerably greater than those 
of any other Paint.—See ‘‘ Engineer,’ Nov. 2, 1866. 


STEVENS & CQ., 
(Sucerssons To Samvurt CALLEY.) 


21, GT. WINCHESTER ST., LONDON. 


Works: BRIXHAM, TORBAY. 


- THOMAS PROUD, 


BROOKFIELD WORKS, 
103, ICRNIELD STREET EAST, BIRMINGHAM, 
MANUFACTURER OF 


WOOD GRIDS. 


FoR 


SCRUBBERS & PURIFIERS. 


CONTRACTOR FOR 














Light Steel Charging Coal and Coke Shovels, Caen 
Scoops, &c., &c., supplied promptly. 





COWEN’S PATENT FIR&-CLAY RETORTS. 


WOSEPH COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON SURN, BLAYOON-ON-TYSE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Priz# Mernar was 
awarded. at the. Great. Exnrsition of 1851, for “‘ Gas- 
Rerorts and otner Ossects in Fime-Cray,” and they were 
also awarded at the InrerNationaL Exarsrrion of 1862, 
the Parze Mepat for “ Gas-Rerorts, Fiee-Bricks, &e.. 
for Excettence of Quauity.” 

J.C. and Co, have been for many years the most exten- 
sive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts and Fire-Bricks 
in the Kingdom. Orders for Fire-Clay Retorts of all shapes 
and dimensions, and to fit any shaped Mouthpiece, Fire- 
Bricks, and every other article in Fire-Clay, are promptly 
executed at their Works as above 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 


Quay Sipe, NewcaStLe-on-Trve. 
Jos. Cowan & Co. are the only Manufacturers of Fire- 
Bricus and Cray Rerorts at Blaypon Buay. 


JOHN RUSSELL AND Cv., 


LIMITED, 





Brancn EstaBlisHMeEnTs: 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, E.C.; 
4&5, CHARLES oo eee SOHO; | 
16, SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 
; GREEK STREET, W5H0 SQUARE; ) 
33, COMMERCIAL S7., SPIT ALFIELDS; 

35, 36, 37, & 39, GRANBY ROW, M ANCHESTER. 
16, ELLIS COURT, AIRE STREET, LEEDS. 
ANUFACTORIES : 

ALMA TUBE WORKS, WALSALL, anv 
ae OLD PATENT TUBE WORKS, WEDNESBURY. 

R. & Co., Ld.,.are the original manufacturers of 
Wrought-fron Gas Tubes and Fittings, and Inventors of 
Boilers. -WELDED TUBES for Locomotive and Marine 

oilers. 

. BR. & Co., Ld., make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for “Gas, Steam, and Water; Guu-Metal Cocks, Stocks, 
and Dies; Galvanized Tubes and High-Pressure Tubes, &e. 

Lists may be obtained on as to 
Lonpon Orrice 











be UPPER THAMES 8 STREET, LONDON, E.C, 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUPACTURERS oF 








| FIRST-CLASS MATERIALS & WORKMANSHIP: 


Aiso, STATION-METERS, PRESSURE-GAUGES, 
STREET-LAMPS, REGULATORS, &c. 


EstaBiisHEp 1830. 


Established at the commencement of Gas Lighting. | 





THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 
SPRING HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 


MANUPACTURERS OF 
TELESCOPIC & SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON TANKS FOR DITTO, 
And Gas Apparatus of every Description. 


Marine, Tubular, — Plain, Furnace, Saddle, and 
Range Boilers. 


Sugar, SALTPETRE, AND ALL KINDS OF Pans. 
Roofs, Girders, and Bridges, and General Smith's Work. 
Lonpow Acunt—W. G. DAVIS, 2, Brabant Court, 

Philpot Lane, E.C. 


J. & H. ROBUS, 


BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS 


ERECTION AND REBUILDING OF GAS 
AND WATER WORKS. 


ESTIMATES FREE 
FOR MAIN-LAYING AND GENERAL REPAIRS. 


RETORT-SETTING A SPSCIALITE. 





ROBUS’S IMPROVED RETORT-SETTINGS guaranteed 
to carbonizé a large amount of coal with a small 
sr cent. of fuel. 
N.B.—All kinds of Fire Goods, ‘S&c., kept in stock for 
immediate delivery. Orders promptly attended to. 


BELL GREEN, CATFORD, 5.E. 








THE 
‘NITSHILL COMPANY'S 


DUKE OF HAMILTON'S 
LESMAHAGOW 
CANNEL COAL. 


AGENT: 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
HAYMAREET, 


EDINBURGH. 














236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW, & 30, LANCASTER AVENUE, MANCHESTER. 


A. FAAS. 


DAHL BROTHERS, COPENHACEN. 
CO., FRANKFORT O/ML ©- 
A. DEMPSTER, 


PATENTEES OF THE 


FOR THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT 


> AND FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE. NETHERLANDS. 4 


AND OF THE DUPLICATE COPY 


Presented by Her Majesty's Government to the French Government, 


_AND MANUFACTURERS OF 








FOREIGN ACENTS. 


57 ELIZABETH STREET, 





GLOVER 


bg, 


W. HOVEN & SON, ROTTERDAM. 
COPLAND & McLAREN, MONTREAL. 
MELBOURNE. 
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JOSEPH AIRD, ee 
WELLINGTON TUBE-WORKS, TIPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF TUBING, GAS, STEAM, HYDRAULIC TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED HOT WATER TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
CORE BARS, COILS, COCKS (IRON OR BRASS), 

CHANDELIERS, &c., GAS-FITTERS’ TOOLS, GAS TONGS, STOCKS, TAPS, DIES, &c., &c., 
HANDRAIL TUBINGS, IRON AND BRASS, PLAIN OR TWISTED, 

TELEGRAPH TUBES OR POLES, &c., &c. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, WALSALL. 
ALPHA TUBE & FITTING WORKS 


Manufacturers of W. J. WARNER’S PATENT MARKET GAS STAND-PIPE, 
Now ready, GAS CHANDELIER BOOK (Reduced Prices), 7s. 6d. 


W. Cc. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


RETORTS, ANNULAR AND PIPE CONDENSERS, ~ 
WROUGHT AND CAST IRON SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, 
GASHOLDERS, 

GOVERNORS, AND ALL THE NECESSARY FITTINGS FOR COMPLETING THE ERECTION OF GAS-WORKS. 
STATION & CONSUMERS WET OR PRY METERS, STREET & SERVICE MAINS, LAMP COLUMNS & BRACKETS, & WROUGHT-IRON 
TUBES AND FITTINGS; WROUGHT-IRON ROOFS FOR ANY SIZE OF BUILDINGS. 
Sole Makers of B. W. Thurston’s Combined Condensing, Scrubbing, and Washing Apparatus, 
AND PATENTEES OF THE IMPROVED COMBINED CONDENSING AND PURIFYING APPARATUS 80 
EMINENTLY ADAPTED FOR EXPORTATION. 


REPERENCES TO UPWARDS OP 300 GAS-WORES. 


LONDON OFFICES: 92, CANNON STREET. 


FOULIS’S PATENT STOKING MACHINE. | : 






















































(a BLOG) 
<r 









a 


ence. = ae ge * A eee =e et ST th te 
SS ee ee ee er — 





SIDE ELEVATION OF DRAWING MACHINE. == END ELEVATION. 
(The Charging Machine will be Illustrated in next week's Advertisement.) 
Makers: TANGYE BROTHERS. and HOLMAN, London and Birmingham; ADAM WOODWARD and SON, Manchester ; 
ROBERT LAIDLAW and SON, Glasgow; MASCHINENBAU-ACTIEN-GESELLSCHAFT HUMBOLDT, Kalk bei Deutz; 
Or all particulars may be had from JAMES WOTHERSPOON, 31, St. Vincent Place, Glasgow. 





1795. 





THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 


Near LEEDS, 
London Wharf: No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, 
King’s Cross, N.; 
LIVERPOOL: Back Leeds Street. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—Our Patent Machine-made Retorts have now been in actual 
work nearly 800 days, and are yet in good order. References on application. 
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WHITEHOUSE AND COMPANY, LIMITED, 
GLOPE TUBE-WORKS, WEDNESBURY; & VICTORIA TUBE-WORKS, GREAT BRIDGE, STAFFORDSHIRE, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 


FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER; 
GAS-FITTERS TOOLS, STEAM COCKS, AND ALL KINDS OF JOINTS. 
HYDRAULIC TUBES, CORE BARS, TELEGRAPH POSTS, COILS, &c. 


London Agent—ALFRED LAKEMAN, 9, FENCHURCH STREET, E.C. 


ROBT. DEMPSTER & SONS, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, AND CONTRACTORS, 
ROSE MOUNT IRON-WORKS, ELLAND, YORKSHIRE, 


MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS APPARATUS; 


ate: ss CONTRACTORS FOR THE 
ANO PARLIAMENTARY 


bericatrons conoucrea = EERECTION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CGAS-WORKS. 


Plans and Specifications Prepared, and Illustrated Catalogues forwarded on application. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
PATENT CENTRE-VALVES. 

















= Sa . = : 

4 A ! Th = 
r i = 

om | 1a =< 


i 


ELEVATION OF THE CENTRE-VALVE. PLAN OF THE VALVE. PLAN OF THE BODY. 

These PATENT CENTRE-VALVES are the most perfect and certain means for working Purifiers on the system of three in action, and one out of action. 
The Valve itself is protected from all iniury inside the safety cover. The working of the Valve is so easy, and so governed by the stop-catch movement, that the 
Purifiers can be instantaneously changed in the dark as well as in daylight. They are scraped perfectly true, metal to metal, the facings heretofore exposed are 
always covered, and there is nothing more reliable, certain, and durable in a gas-works. By their use the floor of the Purifying-house is clear and level; the 
Valve and all connexions being beneath the floor, out of the way of working. A considerable improvement and saving is effected in the cost of the connecting-pipes. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS. DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE; 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON. 














PATENTED BY 


CHANDLER & STEVENSON. 


SELF-ACTING REMOVABLE DIP-PIPE, 





ADVANTAGES. 

1. There is no pressure on the | 6. Gets 10 per cent. more 
Retecrts. Gas out of the Coal, and 

2. No deposit of Carbon. | a higher MIluminating 

3. No scurfing is required. | Power. 

4. Never a choked Ascension- 7, Is never out of order. 
Pipe. 8. Requires no attention. 

§. Saves Fuel and Wear and 9. Is perfectly automatic in its 


Tear. | action. 


These Dip-Pipes can now be supplied 
complete, except the flanched bend, for £4 
each, which ‘includes the charge for licence 
during the whole term of the patent. 


Applications to be made to 


Messrs. CHANDLER & SONS, 


104, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, S.E., 
Who fix the Dip-Pipes, at a small Charge, when required. 
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THE ere 


IMPERIAL METER COMPANY, 


LIMITED, 
KING’S ROAD, LONDON, N.W., 


Orricz: 115, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


“WET” & “DRY” GAS-METERS IN IRON & TIN-PLATE CASES, 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, STREET-LAMP METERS, BOXES, AND 
REGULATORS FOR THE AVERAGE METER SYSTEM. 


Attention is called to their Dry Meters in Wood Cases, as used by the principal London Gas 
Companies. These Meters are especially suitable for seaport towns and for export. 


The Company repair or convert every description of Wet Gas-Meters to De Castro and Burton’s 


Patent. 
EDWARD E. CROMBIE & C0O., 


INVENTORS AND PATENTEES 
OF THE 


FRICTIONLESS DRY GAS-METERS, 


Beg to intimate to Gas Companies and others that they are now prepared to supply these very superior Meters at the same prices as for the ordinary 


Gas- Meters. 
In the construction of this Meter, for which the best tin plates only are used, every mechanical contrivance has been taken advantage of successfully to 


reduce the friction to a minimum, which is amply proved by the fact that they are made to work upon only one-fortieth of an inch pressure. By an 
improvement also in their construction, a steadier light is obtained, and greater capacity than can be got from any other Meter in the market. No gas can 
pass under the valves on any back pressure, as is the case with many other Pry Meters. 

To Gas Companies supplying gas through streets with heavy gradients, these Meters are invaluable, as much gas is saved from the low pressure required 


to work them. 
ALL METERS ARE UPHELD FOR FIVE YEARS. 


METROPOLITAN WORKS, DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W. 


FLETCHER AND MURPHY, 
GARRATT STREET WORKS, OLDHAM ROAD, MANCHESTER; 


Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS WET CAS-METERS 


IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER, 


AND 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS; 
STATION-METERS OF ALL SIZES, with PLANED JOINTS; 


GOVERNORS, PRESSURE AND EXHAUST RECISTERS, TEST HOLDERS: 
And all kinds of Experimenta] Gas Apparatus. 


WILLEY & COMPANY, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
WORKS: COMMERCIAL ROAD, EXETER, 


InviTs THE ATTENTION or Gas Companigs AND OTHERS FOR THE SupPPLY OF 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATODUS. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 
NEW GAS-WORKS erected complete. Plans and Estimates furnished. MAINS, METERS, SERVICES, LAMPS, &c., 
adapted for Towns of any size, Gas Companies advised on Improvements, Extensions, and Alterations of Works. 


GASHOLDERS AND TANKS. 

RETORTS and RETORT-HOUSE FITTINGS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, PURI- 

FIERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, &c. ai 
METER DEPARTMENT. 

They beg special attention to the excellence and’ superiority of their WET and DRY METERS, several thousand being now ia 
use by many of the largest Gas Companies in the West of England and South Wales. Warranted to measure correctly, and net to 
vary. Their acknowledged superiority has brought them into general use more rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. A 
guarantee of Five years tendered with each Meter. 

GAS-FITTING DEPARTMENT. 

An extensive variety of Choice Designs in CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, STAR and SUN LIGHTS, 
MEDLAVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 

PATTERN-BOOKS and PRICE LISTS furnished. 

s&s PLEASE NOTE THE ADDRESS-— 


GAS ENGINEERING WORKS, COMMERCIAL ROAD, EXETER. 
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GEORGE ‘ORME & CO., 
ATLAS METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
PRESSURE AND EXHAUST REGISTERS, 
LAMP-METERS IN CAST-IRON BOXES, 


And every Description of Gas Apparatus. 


— B. DONKIN & Cos 
& IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


ug WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS. 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 48-inch, to be had 
on application. 
These Valves are proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch before 
leaving the works, and are kept in stock. 


ALSO MAKERS OF 
J. BEALE’S NEW PATENT GAS EXHAUSTERS, 
STEAM ENGINES FOR DRIVING GAS EXHAUSTERS, 
VALVES FOR AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, 
IMPROVED BRIDGE VALVES FOR REGULATING 
THE SEAL IN HYDRAULIC MAINS, 
BYE-PASS VALVES, &c., &c. 


B. DONKIN & CO., 55a, BLUE ANCHOR ROAD, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 


J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


OF THE HIGHEST EXCELLENCE ONLY; 
ALSO LICENSEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


WARNER & COWAN’S PATENT SELF-REGULATING GAS-METERS; 


ROUND STATION-METERS, 
ON CAST-IRON STANDS. 
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WITH PLANED JOINTS. 
GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, MAIN COCKS, &c. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS. 
Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. 


izes of CONSUMERS METERS, STATION-METERS, and GOVERNORS generally in Stock. 
Orders almost invariably despatched on the day of receipt. 


Al § 


COPP’S PATENT ANTI-DIP GAS 
APPARATUS. 


Produces from 10 to 20 per cent. 
more gas of higher illuminating 


power. 

Prevents the deposit of carbon. 

Retorts laet much longer. 

Charges work off quicker. 

This simple invention has been ia 
use in many works for the last six 
months, with the above results. 


PRICE 2 GUINEAS EACH. 


Testimonials and particulars on 
a5 application. 
=== Address WALTER L. GOPP, 
WATCHET, SOMERSET. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


GEORGE M°KAITG, 
MANUFACTUBER OF 
GAS-PURIFYING WOOD SIEVES, 
153, CLEVELAND STREET, 
DONCASTER. 


It requires but one trial to prove the Superior Make, 
Strength, and Durability of these Sieves. 








SEEry —ex t= 








CARRIAGE PAID. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1860. 


BENJAMIN CARPENTER, 


THE ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER OF 
THE IMPROVED 


woonp SIEVES 
GAS PURIFIERS & SCRUBBERS. 








PROVIDENCE WORKS, 
22, HERMES STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 





ggg DEMPSTER & SONS’ 


RENOWNED 


ii WOOD SIEVES, 


WITH TAPER BARS, 





CAPABLE OF MAKING 10,000 Peer 
/EEKLY. 


HWINE References to Hundreds of First- 
; Class Engineers. 

| ROSE MOUNT IRON-WORES, 

3 ELLAND, near HALIFAX. 


C. & W. WALKER’S 
WOOD PURIFIER SIEVES, 


Which have now been used for fifteen years, and their 
advantages and durability fully established. They are made 
entirely by steam machinery in very large quantities at 
the most moderate cost. 








MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, 
DONNINGTON, Near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON. 





LAMBERT’S 


CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT WHITE METAL PLUGS. 


TRADE (a) MARK. 


No, 758. 





The bodies of these Taps are made of iron, black or gal- 
vanized,and the plugs of patent metal, They are warranted 
not to set fast or corrode, as do Iron or Brass Cocks; will 
always work easily; are strong, well made, durable; of 
little or no intrinsic value, and therefore not likely to be 
stolen; and the priees as stated below are (especially upon 
the larger sizes) fully 50 per cent. less than Brass Cocks. 

4 2? 1 W YW 2inch. 
No. 758, with inside 

screws foriron pipe, 

Ps 2 < « 20 3/0 4/4 6/6 7/6 12/each. 
No. 759, with union on 

one end screwed in- 

side for tron pipe, 


black 2/9 3/10 5/4 8/0 9/0 15/6 each. 

Nos. 758 and 759, gal- 

vanized . . . . 0/3 O/4 0/6 0/8 0/10 l/t extra. 
MANUFACTORY: 





TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 
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ATHELS’S Patent District Dry Gas- 


GOVERNOR is th perfect self-acting 
— for ting the A in the higher levels of 


For , Kee, apply to the Manufacturers, Mesers. 
prices . 9 


Guzer AND 

& TERRACE’S Patent Four- 
WAY DISC GAS-VALVE is the simplest and best 
3 ve for Purifiers, and as a By-pass for er apparatus 
‘Gas-Works. It is always can and has no 8, 
pane faces, or other By its use the flow 
of the gas cannot be acciden’ tally stopped, anditne it —s mend 

For prices, &c., ng ae to turers, 
——- Cuuimes, Fo and Brass Works, a 








par FUEL AND LIME FOR 
PURIFYING FROM FOUL LIME. 

a a simple process the Foul Lime is converted into 
Fuel, by the combustion of which the lime is reproduced 
asa purifying agent. 

Licences to work the invention will be granted to Gas 
Companies on very reasonable terms. 

For further particulars apply te Mr. E, Mappocss, 
Manager of the Gas-Works RING, 

The adoption of the above invention, without a licence 
from the Patentee, will be ar infringement of the patent, 
and will subject te persou or company guilty of such 
infringement to ‘egal process. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE -BRICKES, aap TILES, RETORTS, 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
SCOTSWOOD-ON-TYNE. 


BOUCK & CO., LIMITED, 


TAR DISTILLERS & MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 








MILES PLATTING, MANCHESTER. | 





BUYERS OF COAL TAR, 
And Crude Products therefrom, 


AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, &c. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1862. 
CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 


Winan STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


——e 


ALFRED WILLIAMS, 


PHCENIX FIRE-BRICK WHARF, 
64, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.5. 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR FOR THE ERECTION OF GAS-WORKS, 
AND FOR THE 
SUPPLY OF RETORTS, 





FIRE-BRICKS, CAST-IRON MAINS, 
AND ALL MATERIALS FOR GAS MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION. 








LIMITED, 
TIPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
LONDON OFFICE: 

6, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, VICTORIA STREET, 
GAS ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, &c,, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASHOLDERS, WROUGHT AND CAST IRON TANKS, CONDENSERS, 
PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, MAINS, RETORT-LIDS, PLAIN AND DISHED, 
LAMP-POSTS, PIPES, 

AND ALL REQUISITES FOR EITHER 


GAS OR WATER WORKS; 
MAKERS OF ROOFS, BRINGES, &e. 





LAMP-PILLARS, 
GAS-LAMPS, FOUNTAINS. 


Our New and Choice Designs for the above, with prices, 
are forwarded to any part of the world on receipt of twelve 
etamps. Estimates for work at home or abroad. 


W. T. ALLEN & CO., 
GAS & WATER ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS, 
SOMERSET BUILDINGS, 
LAMBETH HILL, UPPER THAMES ST. 


(Late 203, Upper Thames Street), LONDON, E.C. 


CATOPTRIC 
LAMPS. 


The NEW PATTERN 
Is now placed throughout 
CHEAPSIDE. 








For Terms of Licence to Use 
and Manufacture, apply to 


Mr. SKELTON, 
37, ESSEX STREET, 
STRAND. 


THOMAS TURTON 
AND SONS, 


SHEAF AND SPRINC WORKS, 
SHEFFIELD, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


FILES OF BEST QUALITY 
FOR ENGINEERS, 
STEEL OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS, 








SCREW STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, SPANNERS, 


RATCHET BRACES, LIFTING-JACKS, 
ANVILS, VICES, 
AND ENGINEERS TOOLS GENERALLY. 
LONDON WAREHOUSE: 
35, QUEEN STREET, CANNON STREET, E.C. 








KORTIN G BROS., 


Steam-Jet Engineers, 


7 and 17, LANCASTER AVENUE, 
MANCHESTER, 


AND 40, LOWER GARDINER STREET, DUBLIN. 


E. KORTING’S PATENT 
STEAM-JET GAS-EXHAUSTER. 


IMPROVED CLELAND’S PATENT. 


Small Cost—Compactness—Perfectly Self-Acting— 
Self-Regulating—Self-Cleansing—No Steam-Engine—No Attention— 
o Extra Room Required—No Wear and Tear—No Noise— 
No Oscillation in Vacuum, or Back Pressure. 


UPWARDS OF 200 IN USE. 


SUPPLIED TO- 
Glasgow Corporation. Hanna, Donald, and 
Leyland Gas Co. Wilson, London. 
Stalybridge Gas-Works. | Ratcliff Gas-Works. 
Lincoln Gas-Works. Kendal Gas-Works. 
Liverpool Gas Co. Birmingham Gas-Works. | Longton Gas Co. 
Bolton Corporation. Wakefield Gas-Works. Dartford Gas Ce. 
Horsham Gas Co. Brentford Gas- Works. Exeter Gas Co. 
Epsom and Ewell Gas Co, aw Gas- Works. Harrogate Gas Co. 
Ipswich Gas Co. Guildford Gas-Works. Hertford Gas Co. 
Cheltenham Gas Co. Gloucester Gas-Works. | Waterside Gas-Work:, 
Sandwich Gas Co. Kirkintilloch Gas-Wks. 
Cornholme Dis.Gas-Wks. | Nantwich Gas-Works. 
Bury Gas-Works, Enniskillen Gas- Worke. 
&e., &c., &e. 


E. KORTING’S PATENT STEAM-JET REVIVIFYING 
BLOWERS FOR THE PURIFYING MATERIAL, 


\ wl SOLE LICENSEES FOR 
=< W.CLELAND’S PATENT STEAM SCRUBBER AND 
SLOW-SPEED CONDENSER. 


FOR PARTICULARS, APPLY TO 


KORTING BROS., 7 a 7 and d 171 Lancaster Avenue, 
and 40, Lower @é Gardiner Street, Dublin, 
GERALD J. TUPP, 8, John Street, Adelphi, we. 


*LONDON, 
SOLE AGENT FOR ENGLAND AND WALES. 





Chartered Gas Co. 
London Gas Co. 

8. Metropolitan Gas Co. 
Phenix Gas Co. 


Todmorden. 
F. W. Grafton and Co., 
Accrington. 
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GAS PURIFICATION. 


SAVILLE’S SELF-DISTRIBUTING GAS SCRUBBER-WASHER. 


PATENTED IN GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, BELGIUM, PRUSSIA, AUSTRIA, & UNITED STATES. 








_ MECHANICAL ARRANGEMENT.—The Washer Tank contains a large bottom chamber, into which the Gas is fseely admitted through’an 
ordinary full-way inlet-pipe, passing first under an inverted vessel which removes any Tar remaining in the Gas after leaving the Condenser; it then rises 
slowly over the whole surface, CONTAINING AN AREA OF ABOUT EIGHT TIMES THAT OF THE INLET-PIPE, through equidistant spaces in a series 
of Self-Sealing Water Troughs, arranged in tiers, dividing itself and passing through the various dips until it reaches the upper chamber, and from thence through 
the outlet-main. The washing liquid being CLEAN WATER is admitted by the Syphon inlets on top of Tank to the upper row of troughs, running through 
each successive tier, and becoming impregnated with the impurities extracted from the Gas, gaining strength at each dip on its descent, and finally passing off 
by the outlet syphon at the bottom. _it will be observed that in this Scrubber-Washer the Gas comes first. in contact with THE STRONGEST LIQUOR at the 
bottom, and passes through WEAKER LIQUOR at each successive tier, until it issues through CLEAN WATER into the upper chamber; hence the true 
principle of Gas Purification by Washing is simply and automatically effected. : 

ADVANTAGES.—Great economy in first cost and foundations; great saving of other purifying apparatus and material; occupies little space, and 
stands only a few feet in height; being entirely self-acting, requires no motive power either for purifying or distributing; the Gas is washed several times in ONE 
vessel, each time in liquor of a different strength, ultimately passing through CLEAN WATER; produces liquor of any required strength by once passing through ; 
can be = od ag * — Faye anne + nee tanks being filled without the expense of paneling. silt ig : 

2 of these Scrubber- Washers has in successful operation for the past twelve months at the Sowerby Bridge Gas- Work hey are now bein sied 
at the Co-poration Gas- Works, Adderley Street, Sentalen end at the Pheentr Gas- Works, Vauxhall, Londo 4 iat aiiiiealpaaidis te a nacatane 


MORTON’S PATENT SELF-SEALING 
RETORT-LIDS, 


1TH 
HOLMAN’S NEW PATENT BRACKETED CROSS-BARS, 
ANTI-FRICIION CATCHES AND ECCENTRIC 
FASTENINGS. 

Instantaneous Sealing effected. NoLuting. No Dupli- 
cate Lids required. Holman’s New Self-Sustaining Cross- 
Bar ensures freedom of joint and maintains parallel 
position of the Lids. 

Since their introduction in 1869, these Patent Retort-Lids have 
been thoroughly tested (rigid cast iron is now successfully em- 
, ployed), nearly 25,000 being in use at various Gas-Works in London 
padi oy and the Provinces. 

; IMPORTANT TESTIMONIAL. , ‘ 
The Gaslight and Coke Company (commonly called the Chartered Gas Company), Beckton, North Woolwich, July 2, 1874. 
Messrs. TANGYE BroTHers AND Hotman. 

__ Gentlemen,—In answer to your inquiry respecting the Self-Seeling Lids, I beg to say that they continue to work well, and I have every reason to be satisfied 
with them. I should be very sorry to return to the old system of Luting, and our stokers here freely acknowledge the benefit to them of the new system. 

I am, yours truly, (Signed) G. C, Trewsy. 


HUNT’S PATENT EQUILIBRIUM CAS-COVERNOR. 


In this Governor a Throttle-Valve is substituted for the ordi- 
nary suspended Cone, all external communications being avoided 
by placing the Lever or Radius Arm (shown in the draw- 
ing) inside the Valve-Chamber upon the Disc. The Disc is car- 
Tied upon steel centres, upon which it is accurately balanced and 
turns freely, The friction ia working is thereby reduced toa 
minimum. This Governor is extremely sensitive to alterations 
of inlet or outlet pressure, and renders 2 large actuating holder 
unnecessary. 


The principal advantages of this arrangement over the ordi- 
nary form of Governor are as follows:— 


Its sensitive action prevents oscillation. 


It is self-adjusting—i.c., it maintains a steady pressure under 
variations of inlet pressure ora fluctuating consumption. 


The inlet to Gasholder being contracted to the smallest pos- 
sible dimensions, all danger from leakage through insufficiency 
of seal, tilting, &c., is entirely avoided. 

The valve portion being separate from the holder, it can be 
handled and fixed like an csduney Slide-Valve direct in the 
main; and the holder can be placed at any convenient distance 

ediately above it. The cost is thus materially reduced, and 
inconvenience of heavy lifts done away with. 


There are no working parts likely to get out of order. 





a 








These Governors have been adopted by many leading Gas 
Companies, among whom are the following:— 

The Gaslight and Coke Co. (9), The London Gas Co. (3), and 
at Abergavenny, Birmingham, Cannes (France), Devonport, 
Dronfield, Dursley, Exeter, Guernsey, Mentone (France), Mon- 
mouth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Oxford, Plymouth, Rochdale, &c. 


_——_— 


TESTIMONIAL. 
The Gaslight and Coke Company, 
9, Water Street, New Bridge Street, 
Blackfriars, E.C., Feb, 27, 1875 
Messrs, TANGYE BRoTHERS AND HoLMAN. 
Gentlemen,—The two 24-inch and three 36-inch Hunt's 
Equilibrium Governors supplied by you, and fixed in the valve- 
rooms at Whitechapel, Goswell Road, and Blackfriars, are 
working very satisfactorily. 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) Joun JoHNSON. 





PRICES AND FULL PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION TO 


TANCGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 


LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, E.C. 
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THOMAS GLOVER & CO, 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 
LONDON, E.C. 








TO GAS ENGINEERS AND MANAGERS. 


It having come to our knowledge that a report is in circulation, spread by some unprincipled person or persons, 
that the cases of our larger-sized Meters are made of Galvanized Iron, we think it only fair to ourselves, and just to our 
customers, to say, that we never have used, in making any of our Meters, a single pound of Galvanized Iron, or any 
other cheap and inferior material, and this can be easily seen by opening any of them. 

The cases of our large-sized Meters, from 20 lights and upwards, are all made of the very Best Best Patent Alloy, 
which is nearly double the price, and will last more than double the time, of some other material that has been and still 
is very largely used for the same purpose. And our experience, acquired by an extensive use of it for upwards of 30 
years, enables us to say with confidence that no other metal in use for the purpose is so little liable to corrosion from the 
action of the gas. 

We have now in use a Meter made in 1848, and therefore 29 years old, the case of which is made of Patent 
Alloy; the Meter is still in perfect order, and shows no signs of decay. 

The utmost care is exercised by us in selecting none but the very best materials for all parts of our Meters; 
much of it is made expressly fcr us, as it is not possible to obtain it in the open market of the same superior quality. 

The great fall in the price of all materials used in making our Meters has enabled us to give an increased 
discount, thus giving our customers the benefit of the fall. This we were bound in fairness to do, as we raised the 
price of our Meters four years ago, when the price of all metals went up. 

It will be our constant endeavour, by using none but the best materials, and employing the most skilful workmen, 
to maintain the high character our Meter has hitherto borne. 








WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY.) 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, ELC. 
Established 1816. 





MANUFACTURERS OF PATENT 


WET & DRY GAS-METERS, 


STATION-METERS WITH PLANED JOINTS, 


GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, GAUGES, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 


STREET-LAMP METERS, 


AND REGULATORS FOR AVERAGE METER INDICATION. 


METERS FOR MEASURING WATER. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is in- 
tended for insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address of 
p= not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good 
‘aith. 

A Country Manacer.—The almost universal rule is siz-tenths pressure 
from sunrise to sunset, and eight-tenths from sunset to midnight. It is 
dificult to answer your second question without a knowledge of the 
character of the district, the diameter of the pipes, and the initial pressure. 

LEcTURES ON THE CHEMISTRY OF Gas MaNnuFacTURE.—Mr. Vernon Har- 
court’s third lecture is in type, but the pressure upon our columns this 
week compels us to defer its publication. 

R. W., London.—Received. 
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Circular to Gas Companies. 





Ow Friday last Mr. Raikes duly brought forward his motion for 
the adoption by the House of Commons of a new Standing 
Order, which, if carried, will require the introduction, in every 
future Gas Bill (and, of course, Provisional Order), of a clause 
compelling the sale of all newly-issued capital by public auction. 
The motion met with a more strenuous opposition than we had 
anticipated, considering the shortness of the notice given, and 
the consideration of it has been deferred for a time. In conse- 
quence of the action taken by the Gas and Water Companies 
Association, Mr, Raikes was made fully aware of the objections 
which would be made to his proposal, and these he endeavoured 
to answer, in his speech, by anticipation. We may be excused 
for believing that he succeeded very badly in fulfilling his task. 
The first and fundamental objection to such a Standing Order as 
proposed is, that it would virtually repeal one section of an Act 
of Parliament (the Companies Clauses Act, 1863), the existence 
of which has a distinct and pronounced influence in settling the 
value of stocks and shares in Gas Companies. In arriving at 
the worth of these, consideration has always been given to the 
fact, that the Legislature had provided for allotment of new shares 
to existing shareholders, if they desired to become possessed of 
them. It is but simple fairness to original investors, who have 
risked their money on a doubtful venture, that they should partici- 
pate in the advantages to be derived when their undertaking proves 
successful; and it is no more than fair that investors, who bought 
original shares at a considerable premium, should be seized in 
the privileges appertaining to the shares they bought. That was 





the view taken by the Board of Trade in 1863. But, “ other 
“men, other measures.” To-day we are in face of officials whose 
efforts are directed towards reducing the profits of trade to a 
minimum, as far their (happily limited) powers allow. 

It is the peculiarity of Gas Companies (and Water Companies 
as well) that, with well-chosen districts, their operations are 
continually extending, so that their capital, as a rule, requirés 
to be doubled every eight or ten years. It is a knowledge of 
this fact which has induced investors to purchase shares at a pre- 
mium, relying on the parliamentary guarantee that they would 
participate in the benefits to be derived from extensions. As a 
consequence, “ millions of capital have changed hands in the 
“last few years, at a price they would not have realized but for 
“this beneficial contingency.” Auction clauses would, of course, 
extinguish this “beneficial contingency,” and would, therefore, 
confiscate not a small portion of the investor’s money. 

Looked at in another light, the proposed “ Standing Order” 
appears to be of an eminently unconstitutional character. Stand- 
ing Orders, says Sir Erskine May, in his “ Practice of Par- 
“ liament,” are agreed to by both Houses for the permanent 
order and guidance of their proceedings. We do not pretend to 
be learned ‘in the matter, but we do not remember any Standing 
Order which can be said to dictate the terms of any enactment. 
There is, we believe, no “Standing Order” which limits the 
dividend on new capital to seven per cent. The rate has been 
accepted because Lord Redesdale willed it, and the Commons 
Committees agreed to his dictation. It is, then, rightly contended, 
that if it be expedient to alter the present law, it should be 
done in a legal manner, by means of an Act, and not by a 
dictatorial “ Order” worthy of a Turkish Parliament. What is 
the next “ Standing Order” we may expect to be proposed? It 
is perfectly competent for Parliament to repeal or alter any of 
the general Acts which now regulate the management of joint- 
stock undertakings ; but it should be done openly, so that all 
parties interested may use every constitutional means for their 
protection. There is, in this case, a doubt entertained by those 
competent to judge, whether or not the right to petition against 
a proposed Standing Order, which, as we said above, is only to 
guide the proceedings of the House; exists. There was once a 
Vice-Chancellor, who prefaced a judgment by inquiring of the 
Bar whether any short Act, altering all the law of England, had 
been recently passed. If he were alive now, he might ask 
whether any “Standing Order” had been made dictating the 
law. It is, of course, perfectly competent for a Select Com- 
mittee to insist on the insertion of particular clauses in private 
Bills, and they may insist on auction clauses if they choose. 
That is constitutional, though it may be unjust in some cases. 

Mr. Raikes may be said to have “let the cat out of the bag” 
when he brought forward the case of the Isle of Thanet Gas 
Company. Possibly the decision of the Select Committee on 
their Bill did not please the officials of the Board of Trade, who 
are notoriously favourable to the transfer of gas undertakings to 
Local Authorities. The object, therefore, was to get the Stand- 
ing Order adopted before the Company’s Bill came before the 
Committee for the consideration of clauses. Now, whatever 
may have been the sins of the Isle of Thanet Company—and, 
whatever they may have been, they have been purely legal sins— 
we do not see why every Gas Company who may go to Parlia- 
ment in the future should be compelled to make an expiatory 
sacrifice. Let the Committee inflict auction clauses on the Isle 
of Thanet Company if they choose, but let all other Companies 
stand on their merits. 

We have to confess that we do not clearly appreciate the force 
of Mr. Speaker’s explanation, It may be competent for the House 
to reject an auction clause on the third reading of the Bill, after it 
had been inserted by a Committee ; but, in our innocence, we 
have supposed that a “Standing Order,” unsuspended, bound the 
House as much as a Committee. Apart from its importance to 
Gas Companies, the question has much parliamentary interest, 
and the further discussion of it will be looked forward to with 
great curiosity. 

There is one point to which we have neglected to allude. To 
secure, if he could, the votes of Railway Directors, Mr. Raikes 
urged that the Order he proposed could never be made applicable 
to Railway Bills. Why not? we should like to know. Take 
the case of the Taff Vale Railway Company, paying ten per cent., 
and with stock worth in the market £208. They will, no doubt, 
in time, require to raise further capital. Any extension they 
make must certainly be profitable, and why should not their new 
shares or stock be put up to auction? The stock of the London 
and North-Western is also at a high premium. The Company are 
certain to want new capital, and nothing but a complete collapse of 
trade can prevent them from continuing to do a very profitable 
business. Why should not their new capital be put up to 
auction ? 
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We publish to-day, as we promised, the correspondence 
between the Gas Referees and the Board of Trade and the 
Chartered Company. Unhappily, as will be seen on a perusal 
of the letters, the correspondence has culminated in something 
like a stand-up fight between the Referees and the Company, 
and, under present circumstances, we dare not attempt to arbi- 
trate. The matter referred to in the correspondence will pre- 
‘sently be fully discussed before a Parliamentary Committee. We 
do not anticipate the legal proceedings which Mr. Phillips seems 
to expect. The small Metropolitan Local Authorities are very 
much averse to engaging in expensive Chancery business, and, 
therefore, we have no doubt the Referees will be left to defend 
themselves and their Instructions before a Committee of the 
House of Commons. We are assuming, of course, that they will 
be called, by one side or the other, on a Speaker’s Warrant, when 
the Bill promoted by the Chartered Company is under conside- 
ration. It is, as our readers may see, “a very pretty quarrel as it 
“ stands,” and we shall not interfere, at all events at present. 

The summer Instructions of the Metropolitan Gas Referees 
have been issued, and they present some rather remarkable 
features. The most noticeable is—and it has called forth a good 
deal of comment—the more stringent test prescribed for the pre- 
sence of sulphuretted hydrogen. Until now it has been pre- 
scribed that all the gas to be tested for illuminating power 
should be passed through a vessel in which was suspended a 
strip of bibulous paper, moistened with a solution of acetate of 
lead. Until the passing of the Acts of last year, the tests were 
three in number, made during the hours of maximum consump- 
tion. Under the recent Acts, however, the tests may be made 
at any hour of the day, at irregular intervals, and now the 
Referees have prescribed that the gas tested for sulphur and am- 
monia shall be passed through the apparatus containing the strips 
of lead paper. Under the old regulations, gas passed the lead 
test at the rate of five feet per hour, for about three hours and a 
half. Now the lead paper will be exposed to a stream of gas 
passing at the rate of half a cubic foot per hour for twenty hours. 
The occurrence of sulphuretted hydrogen in Metropolitan Gas is 
sp rare, that we do not think the Companies need care for this 

undoubtedly more stringent test. 

Tests for pressure are now introduced under the Acts of 1876. 
Six (except in a case to be mentioned presently) are to be made 
daily ; three between the hours of sunrise and sunset, and 
three between the hours of sunset and midnight. The obliga- 
tion to make these tests is a very serious matter for the Gas 
Examiners. The majority of those gentlemen are chemists of 
more or less reputation—one holding a professorship, and others 
having day engagements in laboratories. The obligation to 
make these pressure-tests in the daytime, will cut them off 
from their present day employment. Their whole time will 
now be occupied in gas-testing, and the Metropolitan Board of 
Works will necessarily be requested to reconsider the salaries of 
the Examiners. The exception to which we alluded above is 
the case of the Commercial Company, as regards which the 
Referees do not prescribe any number of pressure-tests. Perhaps 
this exception has been made in deference to the Metropo- 
litan Board of Works, who, as we have already informed our 
readers, have appointed one Examiner to test the gas at two 
stations over three miles apart. To have required that gentle- 
man to mpke six tests at each station, would have obliged 
him to walk about thirty-six miles a day. In mercy to him, 
therefore, until he has been trained by Weston, the Referees 
have left him to make the tests at his discretion. But this can- 
not be regarded as satisfactory. Six tests in the twenty-four 
hours are necessary or not. If necessary, they are as im- 
portant at the East as at the West End. The sulphur and 
ammonia maxima, we may add, remain the same as fixed for 
the corresponding half of last year. The Commercial Company, 
who now, for the first time, come under the Instructions, have 
had a maximum of 30 grains fixed, pending the completion of 
their purifying arrangements. 

Another large Gas Company are about to disappear. The 
Leicester Gas Company have agreed to sell their undertaking to 
the Corporation. The Company will go on with the Bill now 
before Parliament, with purchase clauses included. We shall 
refer to the consideration to be paid by the Corporation next 
week. 

There exists in Liverpool an Association designed, it seems, 
to promote Municipal Reform. There are many statements in 
the programme they have issued which are undoubtedly true, and 
we believe that the shopkeepers and small ratepayers in the 
borough of Liverpool have real grievances. But they must not 
blame the Gas Company, who have only fulfilled the obligations 
imposed on them, taking care, we may admit, of themselves all 
the time. It is, however, a mere dream of the Association to 
think of starting competing works in the borough. Parliament 








would allow nothing of the sort. If competing works should bg 
started, the Company owning them must take the “rough with 
“the smooth.” They will never be allowed to confine their 
operations to the most valuable part of the United Company's 
district. No doubt gas could be supplied cheaper in a limited 
district with a large consumption, than it is now over the whole 
limits of the United Company; but we must caution the authors 
of this programme, who seem to have some real grievances to 
complain of, against risking their money in an endeavour to 
establish competing gas-works. 

We feel a positive pleasure in confessing to have made ap 
unlucky guess last week. The Directors of the Commercial 
Company have resolved on reducing the price of gas, after Mid. 
summer next, to 3s. 5d. per 1000 feet. We congratulate them 
on their resolve, and feel sure that the consequence of the reduction 
will be to give much satisfaction to the consumers, and a large 
increase of business. A few may, perhaps, be disposed to regard 
meter-rents as an imposition, but. most will see that when the 
rental is paid there is a substantial gain to the consumer. 

These may be said to be “ haleyon days” for Gas Companies, 
so the half-yearly meetings naturally pass off very pleasantly, 
with mutual compliments and congratulations. Of course, Mr, 
Raikes’s proposed Standing Order attracted the attention of most 
speakers at the meetings, and met with universal condemnation. 
The Metropolitan Companies are, we think, particularly interested 
in this matter. When any one of them goes to Parliament, 
great efforts are certain to be made to inflict auction clauses upon 
them. As matters now stand, they may be successful in resisting 
the imposition, as the Commercial Company were. But if this 
Order be adopted, no escape will be possible. 

The accounts which we publish to-day in no case call for 
remark. They all present satisfactory features. There is, how- 
ever, a general fulling-off in the amounts received for coke, which 
we may regret, but cannot mend. 

The Alliance and Dublin Company will now appear, for the 
first time, as a 10 per cent. Company, and there is every promise 
that the rate will be maintained in the absence of disturbances in 
the coal trade. It is gratifying to see the business of the Com- 
pany rapidly growing. We have no doubt it will go on increasing 
with the reduction of price. With cheap gas, perhaps Dublin 
tradesmen may think it to their interest to keep their shops open 
later. The actual state of the affairs of the Company is well 
described in the speech of the Chairman. On one point, we 
fear, he will find himself mistaken. When the last reduction of 
price to private consumers was made, the Corporation of Dublin 


agreed to pay the same price, and the Company calculated on being 


recouped from that source to the extent of £2000 a year. The 
Corporation, however, are about to “keep the word of promise 
“ to the ear, but break it to the hope.” They will cheerfully 
pay 4s. 6d. instead of 3s. 11d., but then they will reduce the con- 
sumption in the public lamps, so that their bill may not be 
increased. This is sharp practice, but then the Corporation are 
so impecunious that they may be forgiven for practising petty 
economies. But really they ought to find money to pay their 
late gas advisers. Mr. M‘Evoy has wickedly suggested that 
Messrs. Cleminshaw and Pritchard should do as the creditors of 
the Sheffield Corporation—sue the Town-Clerk who engaged 
their services. 

The accounts of the Sheffield United Gas Company show 4 
profit for the past half year of £29,160 11s. 7$d., and, of 
course, maximum dividends will be paid, leaving a balance in 
hand of £5724, which will be carried to the reserve-fund. That 
fund will then amount to £50,956. With such a sum in hand, 
the directors announce their intention to reduce the price of gas 
twopence per 1000 next June. 

The gas accounts of the Corporation of Wigan for the past 
half year have just been issued. They show a gross profit of 
£10,047. After wiping off the loss in the previous half year— 
£2189—and paying all charges, there remains a balance of net 
profit of £4151 11s. 








Water and Sanitary Hotes. 





THE subject of the water supply of rural districts was brought 
before the House of Commons, by Mr. A Brown, on Friday last. 
The object of the honourable member was to induce the House 
to pass a resolution expressing the opinion that it was desirable 
to give Local Boards further powers to remedy existing evils. 
That meant, that whenever the water supply of a village or small 
town was considered by somebody unsatisfactory, the Local 
Government Board should have power to compel the Local 
Authority to furnish a better supply ; and, further, to compel 
the inhabitants of the district to use it. It is obvious the 
charge for. giving this extraordinary supply would fall mainly 
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on property-owners, and, in a House full of property- 
owners, the proposal of the member for Wenlock was promptly 
rejected. Perhaps the honourable member did not fully esti- 
mate the extent of the powers for which he was asking. The 
Government are by no means backward in making ad- 
yances towards centralization ; but Mr. Sclater-Booth evidently 
saw that if such legislation as was suggested were carried, it 
would create an uproar all over the country. There are many 
Local Boards who display “a masterly policy of inaction ;” but 
we believe that, as a rule, the newly-constituted authorities are 
doing their work as well as could be expected. They 
have great difficulties to contend against, the chief 
peing the disinclination on the part of their con- 
stituents — shared, no doubt, to some extent, by them- 
selves—to pay rates. No water-works in the rural districts 
could be expected to pay. They must be constructed and main- 
tained out of the public rates, and a shilling rate, in addition to 
some charge for water, would be a serious grievance to a ten- 
und householder, who may have a well behind his house, the 
water of which he and his family have drunk all their lives, and 
have never been harmed. Still, we seriously believe that the 
question deserves a fuller consideration than it has yet received. 
We are inclined to regret that the Government did not issue the 
Royal Commission once suggested. The Rivers Pollution Com- 
missioner, in his last report, only tells us when he considers the 
water bad, and does not indicate where and how a better supply 
is to be obtained and distributed ; and this latter is the informa- 
tion wanted. Rural Authorities, we believe, would do their 
duty in respect of water supply, if they were shown how to do 
it at a reasonable cost. 








Correspondence. 


AUCTION CLAUSES IN GAS BILLS. 


Sm,—Your readers will have seen by the papers that Mr. Raikes’s 
motion for a new Standing Order was brought on in the House on 
Friday last, and that it was adjourned till Tuesday, the 17th inst., to 
afford time to consider the best mode of dealing with this question. 

As the motion referred to gas companies alone, the discussion was 
necessarily confined to the effect it would have upon gas companies. It 
must not, however, be inferred from this that the opposition to the 
motion was confinéd to gas companies, or to the effect it would have 
upon gas property. 

The motion was opposed by members of all shades of political opinion, 
and the opposition was directed against the principle of making such a 
regulation by a Standing Order. On this ground the railway interests 
took an active part in the opposition, and contributed largely to the 
result. 

The Companies Clauses Act, 1863, provides that when the shares of a 
company are at a premium, and additional capital is required, the shares 
for such capital sliall be allotted rateably among the holders of the 
existing capital. 

The motion submitted to the House was that every gas Bill should 
contain a provision for all new shares for additidmal capital being sold 
by auction, and this, the opponents of the motion contended, would be, 
in effect, repealing an Act of Parliament by a Standing Order. 

During the discussion, the Speaker was asked whether a Standing 
Order repealing an Act of Parliament could be put from the chair; and 
the Speaker, in reply, said, in effect, that if such a provision as the one 
under discussion were inserted in a Bill, and the Bill were passed, the 
Act of 1863 would be repealed by the Act, and not by the Standing 

er. 

Technically speaking, this is no doubt true, but if an Act of Parlia- 
ment says that all new shares for additional capital shall be allotted 
miteably among the holders of existing shares, and a Standing Order 
says, in effect, that no Bill shall pass the House with such a provision 
in it, if it is not actually repealing that Act it is overriding it, and 
the fact of its being made applicable to one class of companies only 
merely makes the matter worse. 

It would doubtless have been more satisfactory if the question had 
been enlarged, and the Speaker asked whether, considering the effect 
and operation of such a provision, it came within the scope and intent 
of the Standing Orders, and notice given the day before of the intention 
to ask it, so as to have enabled him to consider the matter before giving 
an answer. 

As the matter now stands, a question has been asked, Is it competent 
for the House to entertain a certain proposal ? and the reply is that the 
motion before the House does not contemplate such a proposal, which 
settles nothing. 

The honourable member who moved the motion said it did not apply to 
railways, for reasons which he explained; but in discussing principles, it 
is not possible to limit them to any single point of detail. The principle 
here is, is the raising of capital for commercial undertakings, authorized 
Es Acts of Parliament, to be governed by Acts of Parliament or by 

ing Orders? 

_ If the House is justified in passing a Standing Order that the shares 
in all future capital shall be sold by auction, it would, in strict analogy, 
be justified in passing an Order that no future capital shall be allowed 
to receive a higher dividend than 5 per cent., and this is the question 
— House, when the motion is brought up again, will have to 

ecide. 

_All this, however, is apart from the object the authorities have in 
view, and that is, how to deal with the future capital of gas companies. 


It is said, on the one hand, that the companies have a monopoly of. 


their respective districts, and that, as a condition of that monopoly, 





they are required to supply the public with gas at the lowest price 
at which it can be manufactured, consistently with the provisions of the 
Gas-Works Clauses -Act, 1847, which authorizes the payment of divi- 
dends of 10 per cent., and the making of a reserve-fund at the same 
rate, and provides that any profit beyond that shall be applied to a reduc- 
tion of the price, but that the companies, tempted by the 10 per cent., 
enlarge their capital unnecessarily, and keep up the price to maintain 
the 10 per cent., to the prejudice of the public. 


When a company have a special Act, they are, no doubt, secured a mono- 
poly of their district. For a long time it was considered that this gave 
to the company a great advantage, as it was the practice of local autho- 
rities, under the belief that they had the power, to allow any new com- 
pany to open the streets in districts where the supply was not in the hands 
of an incorporated company ; but recent decisions having conclusively 
established the fact that the local authorities cannot give this power, a 
company are, in effect, almost as secure in their district without a special 
Act as with one. 

The companies subject to the present regulations are required to 
supply gas at all times of the same uniform quality, and are limited in 
price, dividend, amount of capital, and district, the dividend on the 
original capital being 10 per cent., and additional capital 7 per cent. 

The companies not subject to these regulations may, and do, supply 
gas of any quality the coals they happen to be using will give, and 
pay any dividend they can earn upon old and new capital alike, and 
very frequently they charge a price that not only enables them to pay 
a larger dividend than 10 per cent., but to make the greater part of 
their extensions out of profits as well. 


The companies without special Acts very naturally avoid placing them- 
selves under regulations as long as they possibly can, and this, as they 
number more than two to one of the others, causes great dissatisfaction, 
and the public, not being able to distinguish one from the other, or not 
being aware that there is any difference between them, blame all com- 
panies alike, and think that all the existing regulations are a farce, and 
the companies override them at pleasure. 

The present state of things in the provinces is very unsatisfactory, 
and ought to be altered, but the selling of shares by auction will not make 
any improvement; on the contrary, it will merely be a vexatious regu- 
lation, limited in its operation to those companies against whom, as @ 
body, there is no just ground of complaint, and leaving untouched all 
those against whom it ought to be directed. 

Under the present state of things, the companies who have submitted 
to regulations have no advantages over those who have not, yet they 
are made the scapegoats of all the irregularities; first in having their 
dividends limited to 10 per cent., then reduced to 7 per cent., and now 
for the new shares to be sold by auction. 

If the (say) independent companies were unwilling before to come 
under statutory regulations, they will be still more unwilling to do so 
if all new shares are to be sold by auction, and it may be confidently 
predicted that they never will do so unless they are obliged; the effect, 
in the public interest, of the provision will, therefore, be to do more 
harm than good. 

Vith all deference to the authorities, this is not the proper mode of 
proceeding. While there are so many companies not under any regula- 
tions at all, and these various alterations are so limited in their opera- 
tion, it is unwise to make them. They only cause irritation, lessen the 
inclination to provide for the public, and do no appreciable benefit to 
any one. 

The proper course to take would be to amend and enlarge the Gas- 
Works Clauses Acts, and to make it compulsory upon all the indepen- 
dent companies to place themselves under those Acts within a given 
time. 

It will be said that this would be a very arbitrary interference with 
private enterprise; but, on the other hand, it must be borne in mind 
that no person has a right to open the streets, stop up the thorough- 
fares, and obstruct his neighbour’s business, for his own special gain ; 
and that it has been decided that Parliament alone can confer such a 
right; and as the independent companies are doing this contingally 
without authority, no one can question the right of Parliament te 
stop it. 

When companies apply to Parliament for these powers, they are 
allowed to have the exclusive supply of their respective districts, upon 
certain conditions; but the independent companies are, by the operation 
of the general law, secured in their respective districts, and exercise all 
the same rights and privileges as the other companies, without taking 
upon themselves any of the conditions upon which such powers are 
granted, and the irregularities consequent upon this state of things. are 
the cause of a strong feeling of dissatisfaction against gas companies 
generally. 

If all companies were placed under regulations, much of this dis. 
satisfaction would disappear of itself, and these incessant alterations 
would become unnecessary ; but while, under the present state of things, 
they are unavoidably so limited in their operation, and cannot be of ang 
public benefit, it is unwise to propose them. W. Livesey 


Gas and Water Companies Association, 6, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, April 9, 1897. 








A New Inroxicant.—On Wednesday last a man was charged at the 
Aston Police Court with drunkenness. He was seen by a police-constable 
tumbling about the road in a state of intoxication, and was taken into 
custody. In defence, he pleaded that he “ was not intoxicated with drink, 
but with gas.” He was, as he explained to the Bench, a gas-fitter, am 
having been engaged at work, had inhaled a quantity of gas. Instead 
taking some spirits, as he generally did under such circumstances, he im- 

rudently drank a small quantity of beer. This on top of the gas reduced 

im to the condition in which he was found by the police. As it was diffi- 
cult to ascertain which had made him drunk, the gas or the beer, the 
magistrates gave him the benefit of the doubt, and dismissed the case, 
advising him, however, “not to inhale too much gas next time.” The 
case is worthy of note by the police, who, when exercising their pro- 
verbially sharp noses in attem to detect the smell of spirits, should 
try also for gas, which may have been turned too freely on at the tap.— 
Pall Mall Gazette. 
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Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuurspay, Apri 5, 1877. 

The Dundee Gas and the West Surrey Water Bills were read the third 
time, and passed. . ins 

The following Bills, as amended, were considered :—Maryport District 
and Harbour Gas; Middlesbrough Corporation ; Rotherham Corporation ; 
Warrington Corporation Gas. 

The Woolwich, Plumstead, and Charlton Consumers Gas Bill was read a 
second time, and committed. q 

The Examiners reported that no Standing Orders, not previously in- 

mired into, are applicable in the case of the Lowestoft Water, Gas, and 
Market Bill (Lords). : 

‘The petitions were withdrawn of Owners, &c., of the township of Turton 
against the Bolton eg Wit ow Bill; and of the Great Western Railway 
Company against the Bristol United Gas Bill. 

The ect Committee on the Glasgow Corporation Water and Perth 
Water Bills was again changed by the appointment of Mr. W. W. Beach 
as chairman in place of Mr. Heygate. 

AUCTION CLAUSES IN GAS BILLS. 


Petitions against the motion for a new Standing Order a the 
sale of empenine shares by auction were presented by Mr. Rodwell, 
from The London Gaslight Company; by Eolonel Makins, from the 
Pheenix Gaslight and Coke Company, the Surrey Consumers Gaslight and 
Coke Company, and the Crystal Palace District Gas Company ; alsofrom the 
Harrow, Kingston-upon-Thames, Sheffield United, City of Durham, Tun- 
bridge Wells, York United, Farnworth and Kearsley, Dartford, Derby, 
West Ham, Croydon Commercial, Leicester, Altrincham, Hampton Court, 
Barnet District, and the Isle of Thanet Gas Companies. 

In reply to Mr. Knarcusvut_-Hucessen, Mr. Rarkes said nothing would 
be done in regard to this matter without sufficient consideration and 
deliberation. His notice had now been in the paper for something like a 
fortnight, and there was a special reason for proceeding without delay, as 
there were awaiting commitment a considerable number of gas Bills, to 
which the propose voy | Order would apply. He thought it con- 
venient the matter should be brought before the House on Friday, when, 
of course, it would be competent for the House to deal with it as it thought 
fit. 


Frmoay, Aprit 6. 

On the motion of Sir Cuantes Forster, the Order of Feb. 19, “ That 
the Tunbridge Wells Water Bill be committed,” was discharged, and the 
Bill withdrawn. 

The —- were withdrawn of the Westhoughton Local Board against 
the Bolton Improvement Bill; of the London and North-Western Railway 
Company against the Carnforth District Water Bill; and of the Cale- 
donian and Glasgow and South-Western Railway Companies and others 
against the Glasgow Corporation Water Bill. 

AUCTION CLAUSES IN GAS BILLS. 

Petitions against the new Standing Order, proposed by the Chairman of 
Ways and Means, were presented by Sir an Havelock, from the Sun- 
derland and South Shields Water Company; by Mr. Rodwell, from the 
Eastbourne, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Ashton, Maidstone, South Shields, 
Taunton, Eccleshill, Windsor Royal, Chelmsford, Bath, Richmond, Wands- 
worth and Putney, Sunderland, Preston, Elland-cum-Greetland, Bristol 
United, Cheltenham, and Barnsley Gas Companies; by Mr. Young, from 
the Wilmslow and Alderley Edge, Stalybridge, Swinton and Mexbrough, 
Hartlepool, Torquay, Wells (Somerset), Stourbridge, Hastings and St. 
Leonards, Plymouth and Stonehouse, Wrexham, Guildford, Portsea Island, 
Cardiff, Braintree and Bocking, Slaithwaite, Mitcham and Wimbledon Dis- 
trict, Sevenoaks, Drighlington and Gildersome, Heckmondwike, and 
Barking Gas Companies; by Sir R. B. Harvey, from the Eton Gas-Works 
Company; by Mr. Wilbraham Egerton, from the Knutsford Gas-Works 
Company; by Mr. Boord, from the Woolwich, Plumstead, and Charlton 
Consumers Gas Company; by Mr. Mellor, from the Dukinfield Gas Com- 
pany; by Mr. Marten, from the Cambridge University and Town Gaslight 
Company ; and by Mr. Bolckow, from the Southbank and Normanby and 
the Brotton and Lofthouse Gas Companies. 


Mr. Rimes, in moving the adoption of the new Standing Order, to follow 
Standing Order 188, relating to private business :—‘‘ Gas Companies— 
Additional Capital—In every Bill by which an existing gas company is 
authorized to raise additional capital, provision shall be made for the offer 
of such capital by — auction or tender at the best price which can be 
obtained ”—said: I am not surprised that a proposition of this sort should 
have been met with a good deal of criticism, and something more than 
criticism, on the part of persons in the country, who regard their interests 
as materially affected by the proposed Order. I should be the last person 
to blame in any way those who, moe &@ pecuniary interest at stake, 
endeavour, as far as they can, to persuade the House to adopt their own 
views. But at the same time the House is well aware that it cannot be 
guided altogether by questions of private interests of persons, however 
estimable, outside the House, and that it has a duty to perform to the 
public; and I think if I can succeed in showing that the change in our 
Standing Orders that I venture to propose is one that really will pro- 
mote the public interest, and, at the same time cannot be held to unfairly 
interfere with the rights of the gas companies, I hope I shall have sufti- 
ciently satisfied the House of the propriety of the policy I respectfully 
venture to submit. I may say, at the outset, that there is a special reason 
for dealing, on this occasion, with the question of gas companies, as 
distinguished from other undertakings of a more or less cognate character. 
Some people have ventured, or endeavoured to inflame the public mind 
by hinting that this legislation will be followed out by similar steps with 
regard, for instance, to railway companies. Now, it appears to me, that 
none of the reasons, which I will endeavour to adduce for the change I 
propose, will in any case apply to railway companies. The whole of the 

ound on which I base the proposed changeis, in consequence of the policy 
laid down by Parliament in limiting the dividends of gas companies, and 

roviding that gas companies, whenever they pay more than a certain 

ividend, shall then be called upon to provide for the public interest out 
of the profits above that amount. There is no such provision in the case 
of railway companies, and I do not think that any one would seriously 
contemplate any proposition such as that I am now venturing to make 
with = to railway companies. I am anxious to say this because I 
‘wish to disabuse the minds of honourable members who may have come 
here under an apprehension that I was going to propose something affect- 
ing that class of property. Well, sir, the history, so far as I may shortly 
sketch it, of the gas question in this House begins with the Gas- 
Works Clauses Act of 1847. It was by that Act provided that the 
gas companies should be allowed to earn a dividend up to 10 per 
cent. if they could. And there is provision further made, that when 
they have earned that, they may make a reserve-fund up to the 
amount of one-tenth of their capital, which they may employ for the pur- 


oses to which profits are applicable. Itis also provided that gas ¢ 
vies shall be able, out of ‘those profits, to make ie Hog dividends tte 
last ten years to 10 per cent., in case of any years that have fallen short of 
that amount. And having taken, as I think, such extraordinary good car 
of the interests of gas companies, the Legislature then provided that any 
surplus profits above that amount should go towards the reduction of the 
price of gas, and for the benefit of the consumer, I ask the House to 
adopt this new Standing Order. I shall, of course, be told—and I admit 
that this is a strong argument, and be it understood that I do not wish tg 
underrate the value of arguments that may be brought now against my 
proposal—I shall be told, I say, that the Gas-Works Clauses Act pro- 
vides that the shares or stock in new capital, when the shares are at , 
premium, are to be allotted to the shareholders atpar. That, no doubt, is 
a very fair observation with regard to companies in general. A clause to 
this effect is incorporated in the gas Acts of the various bodies who come 
to Parliament for money, and on it they rely to enable them to deal with 
their capital as they now do. But, sir, I wish to point out that if the ex. 
isting state of things is allowed to continue, and if the companies are to 
be allowed to create new = and to allot among themselves, at par, the 
capital which will command a premium in the market, they have the 
greatest possible temptation to abstain from ever making any reduction ip 
the price of gas for the benefit of the consumer. The consumer may wait 
and watch for ge and for years without finding himself any nearer the 
reduction of the price of that which is supplied by the company, who 
practically have a monopoly. The ray rien as we know, have a mo- 
nopol mf the supply of light to very large populations, and when they 
find that they have got a profit on their undertaking, which exceeds ip 
amount a dividend of 10 per cent., it is a very frequent and common prac. 
tice for them to create new capital which is at a premium, and acquire it 
themselves at par. We will suppose the case of a company with a capital of 
£50,000. We suppose them to be earning £15,000a year, and that they are 
able to pay their 10 per cent. dividend, and then to apply the whole of the 
additional profits to reducing the price of gas. But if they are to come 
to this House, and to ask to be allowed to create additional capital, the 
interest on which will swallow up the whole of that additional profit, and 
the shares in which will command a premium, it is clear that the happy 
shareholders to whom the shares are allotted will be in receipt of that 
which ought to go towards the reduction of the amount the public have to 
ay for gas. There is a better illustration: of the evils of the system, 
here was a Bill to which my attention was invited the other day, dealing 
with a town of some size and importance, which is supplied with gas bya 
company whose original capital was £16,000. That company tried and 
succeeded, by some irregular means or other, to get their capital increased 
to £24,000. They came to Parliament subsequently, and asked to be 
allowed to increase their capital by £48,000. They are, I say, in possession of 
£24,000 capital, and they ask to be put in possession of additional capital 
of £48,000, and the value of this undertaking is such that the company 
have been offered no less a sum than £110,000 by the local board of the 
district, which they decline, as being an inadequate price. I humbly 
venture to think that the difference between the original £24,000 and the 
£110,000 represents the capitalized value of profits, which have gone into 
the pocket of the company, but which ought to have gone into the pockets 
of the ratepayers. Of course, in all these questions there is much more 
interest felt on behalf of those who think themselves assailed than on 
behalf of the ratepayers. The feeling that exists on behalf of the latter 
is of a more languid character; but I think the House will be committing 
a great error if it tolerate a practice of this kind, and do not step in to 
carry out what was its original intention in early legislation. I now come 
to legislation of a more recent period. There was a committee on the 
subject of supplying the Metropolis with gas, or rather, of regulating the 
gas companies of the Metropolis. It sat in 1875, and was, to the great 
benefit of the public, presided over by the right honourable gentleman 
the member for Bradford (Mr. W. E. Forster), whom I am glad to see in 
his place to-day, and with the result of that inquiry I think may be said 
to commence something like a new epoch in gas legislation. The main 
result of their deliberations may be found in the Acts that were passed 
the following year—The Gaslight and Coke Company and the South Metro- 
politan Gas Acts. In each of those Acts a clause was inserted similar to 
that which I am asking the House to make general—a clause providing 
that any new — in these undertaking shalf in the future be put up to 
auction. I shall be told, of course, that in these cases there was a quid 
pro quo—namely, a sliding scale introduced with regard to dividend 
and price of gas. That, I quite admit, is a valid and important 
consideration, but I invite the House to consider that in the proposition I 
am making I am not in any way precluding any committee in the future 
from introducing this provision into any gas Bill, and that any committee 
finding themselves by Standing Order required to put in this clause will have 
it as much in their power to provide for the sliding scale with regard to 
dividend and price of gas as had the committee to which I have referred. 
I do not know whether that consideration has been sufficiently appareni 
to the minds of some of the gentlemen who have taken an active part in 
opposing this proposition, but I invite their attention to it because I think 
it is of some value in dealing with the question, and I think it will be held 
to give that elasticity to the proposed new system which it has been said 
in some quarters to lack. There have been a good many other cases 
besides that of the Metropolis in which the principle I have described has 
been adopted. In fact, there are so many that I certainly should not like 
to worry the House with the mere enumeration of them. Pat I may men- 
tion that auction clauses have been introduced into gas Bills relating to 
places of no less importance than Nottingham, Swansea, Reading, Yar- 
mouth, Exeter, Birmingham, St. Helen’s, and Newcastle-on-Tyne. It 
cannot be said, therefore, that the principle is in any way a newone. The 
interests of the public have been so well watched over, in these large com- 
munities, by the municipalities in these cases that the clauses have been 
inserted ; but at the same time I fear it is only too likely to be the fact that 
in cases of towns and districts where there is not a great and influential 
and watchful corporation to look after the interests of the ratepayers you 
will not have that healthy opposition in the House that is necessary to 
secure the adoption of these clauses. It is for these cases that ] 
think the House should:now especially provide. I may say, with 
regard to an argument which is likely to be used, that the 
new Order would interfere with the pecuniary value of property 
which has been acquired under the existing system; that some 5 
ago, by the practice introduced into the other House of Parliament 
dividend on all new capital was summerily fixed at a maximum of 7 per 
cent. And that was done without even a Standing Order of either House 
of Parliament, and was adopted by the public as a satisfactory treatment, 
so far as it went, of that particular question, and it is, at the present 
moment, recognized by all the parties who come to Parliament, as an 
essential of a private gas Bill. Ido not think, therefore, that any parties 
have a right to complain of the proposition I make, that they should do, by 
a Standing Order of the House of Commons, or of the other House of Par- 
liament, that which they must have been forced to do by a great authority 
in matters of Private Bill legislation. I am sorry to detain the House 60 
long, but the matter is a very important one, and I wish to offer every ©x- 
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name of the honourable member for Cambridgeshire (Mr. Rodwell), in 
which it is pro, to strike out all the words after the word “capital” in 
the pro new Standing Order, in ‘order to insert the words, “it shall 
pe an instruction to the Select Committee to consider the expediency of 
rovision being made for the offer of such capital by public auction or 
poder at the best price which can be obtained ;” that is to say, to make the 
adoption of the new system optional, and at the discretion of the com- 
ittee on any particular Bill. Well, 1 have no doubt my honourable and 
aed friend will choose his arguments with great care, but I do not 
he will be able consistently to .question the propriety of 
Parliament taking such a course as it may think proper with 
to this particular class of capital when he proposes to 
gate to the discretion of an individual committee the pro- 
riety of dealing with this class of capital. But he knows—and 
there is no one in this House who knows better than my honourable and 
jearned friend—what is the course too frequently with committees in 
dealing with instructions of this sort, when they have come to an end of a 
long argument on a Bill. I do not believe that there exists in the world 
a better tribunal than a Select Committee of either House of Parliament, 
as faras the broad general principle—as far as the proving of the preamble— 
js concerned; but I am bound at the same time to say that when the 
reamble has been proved, and the committee come to matters of detail 
in the clauses, there is, Iam bound to say, sometimes something like a 
perfunctory discharge of their duties. Matters are very much slurred 
over at that time, and I think that counsel of well-known experience, 
whose opinions have influenge and authority, will weigh very much more 
with a committee who are anxious to get away, almost more than an 
general rule, the force of which is clear and obvious to the House. 
thiak, therefore, the proposal of my honourable and learned friend is one 
that, on the whole, should not be allowed to interfere with the pay oy | 
settlement of this matter. But I think it is just possible—and on this 
should be glad to listen to any suggestion that may be made in the House 
in the course of the debate—that some recommendation will be made by 
which it might be rendered obligatory on the committee to insert this 
clause or clauses which would be drawn in accordance with the Standing 
Order, unless on inquiry they found that there was a valid reason for not 
utting them in, and by which in every such case the committee would 
ve to report to the House their reasons for not putting them in, and the 
facts upon which their opinion was founded. This is already the case with 
regard to other classes of public enterprise. I may ey cite to the 
House the 156th Standing Order of the present time, which is a short one, 
and which deals with the question. It says, “No railway company shall 
be authorized to construct or enlarge, purchase, or take on lease or other- 
wise appropriate any canal, dock, pier, or weir, or to acquire and use any 
steam vessels for the conveyance of goods or passengers, or to apply any 
portion of their capital or revenue to other objects distinct from the under- 
taking of the railway company, unless the committee on the Bill report 
that such a restriction ought not to be enforced, with the reasons and facts 
upon which their opinion is founded.” I venture to submit to the House 
that that would be a much more satisfactory mode of enforcing something 
like a general practice, and throwing upon the committee the responsi- 
bility of deviating from it, than the course recommended by my honour- 
able and learned friend. At the same time, I honestly confess it would 
be better for the public, and fairer to the companies, if a general rule—such 
as that I have suggested—were laid down. I think it would be easy to frame 
clauses by which the arrangement might be carried out, and I have no 
objection to drafting a clause which it would be optional for the committee 
‘to put in as a sequence to the clauses relating to the auction of shares, by 
which they might provide, on the model of the South Metropolitan Gas 
Act, for a sliding scale of dividend and price, if they thought the circum- 
stances of the case required it, and thus they might mitigate the effect of 
this Order. I must now leave the matter to the consideration of the 
House. Iam sorry that any interest in the country should feel itself 
aggrieved by the matter pe | brought forward, as some honourable 
members have suggested, at such short notice; but I may state that it has 
been for a considerable time known to the parties likely to be affected that 
such a change would be proposed. It is now several weeks since I received 
a deputation of parliamentary agents on the subject, and those gentlemen 
are thoroughly conversant with the matter. The proposition was put upon 
the paper a fortnight ago. I subsequently postponed it until Monday or 
Tuesday before the holidays, in order to meet the convenience of 
parties concerned ; and again, at their request, I postponed it until after 
the recess. During the whole fortnight that has elapsed there has been 
opportunity for the consideration of the matter, and there is now great 
reason for settling it as soon as possible. I have five unopposed gas Bills 
before me, which I have postponed in order that I may have the opinion 
of the House on this matter, and there is also a private Bill before a com- 
mittee, which also stands adjourned pending the consideration of this 
Proposal. This is my excuse for bringing the subject forward now. I 
thank the members for the great kindness with which they have listened to 
whet I fear is a very tedious statement, and I hope that honourable gentle- 
men on the opposite side of the House, and on this side, who may think 
they will be affected by the legislation I propose, will give me credit for 
not being actuated in my present course by any feeling of hostility to their 
interests, but will believe me when I say that I come forward merely for 
what I conceive to be the good of the public in a matter concerning my 
department. 
r. Ropwett moved the following amendment to the proposed 
Standing Order—namely, to leave out all the words after the word 
capital,” and insert, “it shall be an instruction to the Select Committee 
to consider the expediency of provision being made for the offer of such 
Capital by public auction or tender at the best price which gan be obtained.” 
He said: Ican assure the House. that it is not without great reluctance 
that I find myself acting in opposition to my honourable friend the Chair- 
man of Ways and Means, to whom we are all indebted for the admirable 
Bie which he discharges his duties with regard to public and private 
Bills ; and I am quite sure the House will give him credit for the spirit by 
which, in his concluding remarks, he claims to be actuated, and will readily 
believe that in roposing this Standing Order he is unwilling to interfere 
unfairly with the interests of any class. I do not see my way to accepting 
the proposed new Standing Order, nor the honourable gentleman’s com- 
promise ; and with regard to the latter, I think he has put himself out 
of court by what he has said. He has stated that a Private Bill Committee, 
when they have disposed of the preamble of a Bill, are apt to discuss the 
details of the clauses in a hurry. If that were so, it would be a great 
reason why I should decline to accept the proposal, because the committee 
Would be disinclined to hear the case against the suggested clause by the 
promoters of the Bill. I can speak with some authority on this subject, 
and I can assure the House that the result of my experience is that the 
hardest part of a private Bill to dispose of is the clauses. I can also say 
that, except in very extraordinary cases, I have never seen an intention 
played by a committee to shirk business, or to refuse to listen to claims 
put forward. Ihave accepted the responsibility of putting my amend- 
ment on the paper, because I find the question is one that materially 
affects the interest of millions and millions of money that has been 


invested in the gas companies, of this country. I am told and I believe 





that there is something like £100,000,000 of money invested in this coun 
in gas shares and gas property. Every borough in England is interes’ 
in this question, and therefore it occurred to me, when my attention 
was drawn to the proposed new Standing Order, that the matter was 
one well worthy of the attention of the House, and not-one which 
could be passed over sub silentio, as it were. The reason I have 
brought the amendment forward is because, as I will explain to the 
House, it gives a committee a discretion in dealing with these matters, 
and prevents the operation of a hard and fast law which would otherwise 
exist, and from which no gas company could by any possibility escape ; 
for this reason, that no committee could ever dispense with such a Standing 
Order as that proposed by the honourable gentleman, and the committees 
having it fully in mind, every Bill which was brought before them would 
make its appearance, as it were, with a rope roundits neck, confessing that 
it would accept that which would amount to what was given to the 
companies in 1863. I believe the proposed Standing Order would operate 
most unjustly towards holders of gas shares and persons interested in gas 
aay I. believe it would act most fe epg at present, but I 
elieve that if the matter was left in the hands of the committees, to be 
dealt with in the ordinary way, justice might be done, and an adjustment 
might be made to satisfy Ty The old legislation, with reference to gas 
companies, will be defeated if the proposal of the honourable gentleman is 
accepted, and I would remind the House of this—I am not very experienced 
in the ways of the House here, but it seems to me to be a very strange 
method of proceeding, that a Standing Order should be introduced, dealing 
with the vast property I have referred to, which would actually re an 
Act of Parliament, or a clause of an Act of Parliament, passed in the year 
1863. In the words of that Act it is provided that the es and stock in 
any additional capital raised by any company, whose shares are at a 
premium, shall be apportioned rateably among the existing ordinary 
shareholders. I appeal to those who are more interested in this matter 
than Iam myself, and I ask, is it properthat this Standing Order, from which 
there would be no escape, should absolutely repeal an Act of Parliament 
passed as lately as the year 1863? -That is a matter I should like to have 
answered by the Secretary to the Board of Trade, who, I understand, is likely 
to approve of this Standing Order. Is that, I ask, a proper way to deal 
with this matter? It will come in the midst of a groupof Standing Orders, 
but when you come to look at it, it is repealing legislation on the faith of 
which parties who have invested their money in gas property bought their 
shares. Of these shares, or of the user of them, you are about to deprive 
them, and the proposal is one which I therefore say is founded on neither 
justice nor reason. My honourable friend has referred at length to the 
a with regard to gas companies, so that he has saved me the 
trouble of saying anything on that head. ButIrather think that a popular 
error is abroad with regard to the position of the 10 per cent. dividend of 
the gas companies. It seems everywhere to be taken for granted that the 
as companies are guaranteed 10 per cent. There never was a greater 
ey thah that—never a greater fallacy. What is the fact? In 1847, 
when the Gas-Works Clauses Act was passed, all the liberties and pri- 
vileges of the gas companies on the one hand, and of the consumers on the 
other, were considered, and there is a digest of the law with regard to the 
relations of both these parties. What the Act says with regard to the 
10 per cent. is this: ‘‘ You shall have 10 per cent. dividend after you have 
supplied gas of a certain price, quality, and illuminating power,” but it 
does not guarantee 10 per cent. It only says, “‘ After you have done that 
you may divide the profit at 10 per cent. if you can, and after that the 
money goes to the benefit of the consumer.” That is a very different thin 
from saying that all the shareholders in gas companies are guarantee 
10 per cent. on their capital. It may happen, and it has happened to my 
knowledge, when the price of coal has increased, and the price of labour 
is high, and things rise very materially, in a manner that you could not very 
well foresee, or which you cannot well think of, that the dividends go down 
considerably, and so much did the Legislature feel this that actually, in some 
of the Acts of Parliament, provision is made for the time when the price 
of coal shall be high and the labour market raised; therefore it is not at 
all clear that gas companies are to receive 10 per cent. It is only on cer- 
tain conditions that they are to receive it. A prudent man who has been 
buying gas shares will have taken into consideration the fact that he would 
be entitled at some time or another, when an increase of capital was re- 
quired, to what I may call the purchase of those new shares. I think it 
would have been a fair and legitimate matter for a man to contemplate, 
in considering the amount he should pay for his shares, and I think it only 
proper that he should have said, “In the course of some years I shall be 
entitled, under the Act of 1863, to have the first offer of the new capital 
that is raised.” Is a man justified—a prudent man justified—in taking 
that into consideration, and giving a price and value according 
to the bargain Parliament has made with him? If he is not, 
my case is altogether gone. If, on the other hand, he is, I think 
the case of my honourable friend, the Chairman of Ways and 
Means, is altogether gone. On the principle of justice, and that which 
ought to apply to every commercial transaction in life, I cannot under- 
stand why a man, who has given a certain value for shares in 1874, on the 
faith of the Act of 1863, should, by a stroke of the pen, be asked to re- 
linquish the rights he possesses, and to give up that which he anticipated 
when he bought the shares. Before the House divides, I hope some satis- 
factory answer will be given to that which I think is a plain and straight- 
forward question. With regard to the railway companies, my honourable 
friend says—and I think his language is very much at fault with regard 
to that—that this Standing Order, which he wishes to establish, cannot 
apply tothem. He draws a distinction between the gas companies being 
limited with regard to their dividend, and the railway companies being 
unlimited. It appears to me that when the railway companies are in a 
prosperous position, they may divide 10 per cent., and that then some 
Chairman of Ways and Means may say, “ You are paying too large a divi- 
dend, and we must deprive you of the right you, as a shareholder, 
have now, of having incorporated with your original shares any extra 
capital that may be required. That acts unfairly on the public.” Some 
one might, in the future, use the arguments my honourable friend below 
me has used with regard to gas companies, and say that, in the future, 
shares must be p= up to public auction. I cannot conceive anything 
more logicul and sequential than that, if this Standing Order is passed ; 
therefore, ifany one is interested in railway matters in this House, I hope 
he will not be lured into a position of false security by my honourable 
friend. If I may illustrate this by another case, take water companies. 
Why could not the same argument apply with regard to them? The fact 
of gas companies being limited to 10 per cent. has nothing whatever to do 
with the matter. It is simply a question of the arrangement Parliament has 
made, and I say Parliament is now asked to break a bargain deliberately 
entered into by the Legislature, which has ,been going on now for 25 years. 
During these 25 years the most able men in the House have ratified that 
bargain, and they have been assisted by competent committees, and the 
whole thing has been thrashed out. That is what I have to say with 
regard to the shareholder. Now with regard to the public. I believe this 
will operate unfairly and prejudicially as regards the public, and I say so 
for this reason. When extensions of mains are required, and expenditure is 
rendered necessary, and is demanded by the circumstances, it often happens, 
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year nf in suburban districts, where the places are thinly inhabited, 
the first or original outlay is not a profitable one. What is the conse- 
ce of that? If you increase the capital of a company, you pro tanto 
inish the interest of the original shareholders; that is to say, there is 
more capital over which the earnings of the company are to be divided for 
the — of paying a dividend. Well, if you put the shares into the 
hands of strangers, they get the benefitof the whole of the capital, and the 
original shareholder is actually a loser by the transaction, therefore he 
has no inducement or temptation whatever to spend money, because he 
would be in a rather worse position than before by such a proceeding. 
The amendment which I suggest is this—not, as my honourable friend pro- 
8, that every gas company should go into the committee-room with 
is clause upon them, but that it should be left to the discretion of eve’ 
committee to determine whether these regulations should be imposed. 
According to the practice of Parliament, when a company come to ask a 
favour or indulgence, then is the time to review the whole of their policy 
and impose any fresh rule upon them which is considered desirable, and 
not till then. I think I could give the House a strong illustration of that. 
A certain body at Bridgwater for years would not come to Parliament, 
because some time ago they obtained an advantage with regard to rates, 
which they knew would be disturbed if they came to Parliament. I say 
you have no right to interfere with gas companies without first allowin, 
them to go before a committee where their ina conduct could be reviewed, 
and where they could have a penalty inflicted upon them if they were 
found to Ceserve it. When the terms laid down by committees are too 
onerous, what do the gas companies do? Why, they decline to take the 
Bills, and that has been done over and over again. I say with regard 
to my amendment, that if a gas company want to go before a 
committee for fresh capital or anything, it should be in the power 
of that committee to say in what form that capital should be granted 
That is a very different proposition from that which my honour- 
able friend suggests in this Standing Order, and is a fair and legitimate 
way of dealing with the question by which the position of a company can 
be altered, and fresh terms can be imposed. If a gascompany do not like 
the fresh terms, they can decline to take the Bill. That is the way in which 
legislation should proceed, and not the summary manner suggested by my 
honourable friend. I will now only say that I felt it to be due to Mr. 
Raikes to give my reasons, to the best of my ability, for opposing him, and 
that I hope, whatever the House may think of my amendment, it will give 
me credit for having acted in thorough honesty of purpose in this 
matter, which is one of the greatestimportance. I beg to move the amend- 
ment which stands in my name on the paper. 
The Speaker having read the original motion and the amendment, 
Serjeant Smion said: I thoroughly agree with the arguments of my 
honourable and learned friend opposite who has just sat down; but my 
object in rising is not so much to enter into the general question, which 
has been so exhaustively treated by my honourable and learned friend, as 
to take your opinion, Mr. Speaker, as to a question of order—namely, as to 
whether this new Standing Order can be put from the chair. “By the 
Companies Act of 1863, as stated by my honourable and learned friend just 
now, provision is made that the shares or stock in any additional capital 
raised by any company whose shares are at a premium shall, be appor- 
tioned rateably among the existing ordinary shareholders. Well, what is 
the proposal of the honourable gentleman, the Chairman of Ways and 
Means? He proposes that in every Bill by which an existing gas com- 
pany is authorized to raise additional capital, provision shall be made for 
the offer of such capital by public auction or tender, at the best price which 
can be obtained. If that Order is carried, it will be a direct repeal of the 
provisions of the Act of 1863. I take it that no lawyer who hears me—and 
f may say I am glad to see the two law officers of the Crown present— 
can differ from that proposition. If you were framing an Act of Parlia- 
ment to repeal the Companies Act of 1863 in this particular, you could not 
possibly devise anything more apposite for the purpose than the form in 
which the Order is couched. There is another proposition, which I 
need not cite authorities to bear me out in—namely, that you cannot 
repeal an Act of Parliament except by another Act of Parliament. 
You cannot repeal, either directly or indirectly, a statute solemnly passed 
by Parliament, through the medium of a vote of this House alone, 
although that is what the honourable gentleman opposite proposes to do 
in this Standing Order. If, sir, you agree with the view I take, that the 
operation and effect of the proposal of the honourable gentleman opposite 
is entirely in contravention of the provisions of the Act of 1863, then, sir, 
the whole question is at an end. It is a proposal to repeal, by a Standing 
Order of this House, an Act of Parliament solemnly passed. It may be 
said that there is option left; but there is not even option left to the pro- 
moters and shareholders of a gas company, who come to ask for additional 
powers in dealing with their capital. The Act of Parliament of 1863 fixes 
the particular modein which the capital is to be dealt with. The Standing 
Orders would produce a condition of things entirely subversive of the 
authority of the Companies Act of 1863, for it says, you shall not come 
before a committee to ask for any extension of new capital, or for the raising 
of new capital, unless you come here with a clause that will prevent you 
from availing yourselves of the Act of 1863. Thatis the operation and 
effect of the order proposed by the honourable gentleman, the Chairman of 
Waysand Means. Now, sir, if Iam correct in this view—and it really does 
seem to me that it does not require the astuteness of a lawyer, or of a 
gentleman trained in legal interpretation, to grasp this; but that any 
honourable member, and any man of common sense, reading these two 
things together, musi inevitably come to the conclusion—if the Standing 
Order means anything, it is that the companies are not to be able to avail 
themselves of the Companies Act, 1863; therefore it is subversive of that 
Act, and is a virtual repeal of it—a repeal which I venture to sxy will be 
of no effect, for if even the House of Commons were to pass it, it would 
have no legal or binding effect on the gas companies. I do not know by 
what process of law the House of Commons could be reached. We could 
not touch the House of Commons for contempt of the law, but we should 
be in this position: The House of Commons would, by an order of its own, 
be overriding an Act of Parliament, and injuriously affecting those people 
for whose benefit the Act of 1863 was passed, and leaving them without 
aremedy. I regret very much the lateness of my instructions—I mean, I 
regret the lateness of the notice I received, for, until I came into this 
House this afternoon the point I have raised did not present itself to me, 
otherwise I should have given you, sir, longer time for the consideration 
of the matter. The paper I hold in my hand was given to me here, and 
when I spoke of “ instructions,” I had no more instructions than any other 
honourable member here. I have come to the conclusion, whilst I have 
been here, that I should put this question to you. I repeat that the pro- 
oy Standing Order will, in effect, — a statute, and have the effect I 
ave described. With all respect, therefore, I ask you, Mr. Speaker, 
whether you would not be doing an improper act in putting it from the 
chair, because an Act of Parliament can not be repealed by a Standing 
Order of the House. I venture to think it would be irregular and improper 
if you were to put it. 
The Speaker: The honourable and learned member asks me whether 
the Standing Order can be put from the chair, inasmuch as it repeals, as 
he says, an Act of Parliament. Now the Standing Order, strictly speaking, 
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would not repeal an Act Parliament. The Standing Order is in the nature 
of an instruction to the committee to introduce clauses to give effect to certain, 
things described in that Standing Order; those clauses, being introduceg 
in pursuance of that Standing Order, would, of course, come before the 
House incorporated in the Bill, and if the Act of 1863, or any other Act, 
were repealed, it would be by a Bill passed through its usual stages in thjg 
House, and not by a Standing Order. J 

Mr. Mountz: I am not so much interested in this matter as the honour. 
able and learned member for Dewsbury (Serjeant Simon), because I have 
not received any instructions ; but it appears to me that the question is 
very simple one, and, stripped of all the rhetoric with which it has beep 
surrounded in the ar, ents of the honourable and learned member for 
Cambridgeshire (Mr. Rodwell), it is simply this: whether the gas com. 
panies were made for the public, or the public were made for gas com- 

anies. What is the fact? We all know that these gas companies have 
fad certain monopolies granted to them for certain purposes, and the 
Legislature, in its wisdom, in granting those monopolies, have fixed the 
amount of the dividends which the companies may receive, probably 
because they considered such a dividend—whether 6, 7, 8, 9, or 10 per cent. 
—as sufficient for their remuneration, and after that the public are to have 
the advantage of the monopoly by being able to get their gas so much 
cheaper, in consequence of so much greater facilities being given to the 
gas companies. In fact, it has been a contract between the Legislature 
and the gas companies, in which the Legislature has said: “We grant 
you a certain monopoly, giving certain advantages, and when those advan- 
tages have been obtained the public shall enjoy any surplus in the reduc- 
tion of the price of gas.” But what has been the result? The companies 
have taken advantage of their position to invade that which the Legis. 
lature intended, and whenever there was a surplus, which would have 
enabled them to reduce the price of their gas, they have issued new 
shares to their shareholders, or sold them at a considerable premium, 
and thereby they have paid themselves much more than the Legislature 
intended. I do not mean to say that they have all done this, but a great 
many of them have unquestionably done so, so that you have some gas 
companies actually providing gas for the public at a price of 2s. 9d. or 3s, 
per 1000 feet, and ee the very good profit of 8, 9, or 10 per 
cent.; while you have others who have evaded the spirit of their contract 
with the Legislature, and who have taken advantage of the old prices 
which they used to charge, and which they still maintain. Parliament has 
decided that it is for the interest of the public that while the gas com- 

anies have their monopoly untouched, and see their road to realize the 
Fividends which they are allowed to share, the public should have their 
advantage secured also, and I think that will best be secured by passing 
the resolution proposed by the Chairman of Ways and Means. 

Sir Epwarp CoLzsrooke : I only wish to add one argument to those 
put forward by the honourable and learned member for Cambridgeshire, 
and it will not take the House two minutes. I think the Chairman of 
Ways and Means has rendered good service in bringing this question 
before us; but my position is simply this: To a great number of the members 
of the House this question is quite new; some of the arguments which 
have been used have never been heard before, and are probably only known 
to those who have served on Gas Committees. But 1 would put it to the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Raikes) to say whether it is fair, considering 
the importance of the interests which are concerned, to attempt to decide 
this question, which really affects an Act of Parliament, by a mere resolu- 
tion of this House. Our Standing Orders have rendered most important 


service to us in the discharge of our private business, and they are of the, 


utmost convenience; but there exists in the Standing Order Committee, 
of which I am a member, a general powerx of relaxing the severity of those 
Orders in particular cases. But this proposal is an exception to that rule, 
for, if this resolution were agreed to, it would be imperative, and would 
apply to all cases, and once passed it would be impossible to repeal it. I 
put it to the House whether, if it adopts this resolution, it will not be 
setting a most dangerous precedent. I quite agree with the honourable 
and learned member for Dewsbury in his objection that, in point of fact, 
if not in point of form, the resolution would repeal an Act of Parliament. 
It is quite true, as you, sir, have pointed out, that you cannot repeal an Act 
by a resolution, but by the cleverness of this contrivance you are to decide 
for all time as to what certain clauses are to be. Then thisis to be an iron 
rule. Ithink the honourable gentleman, the Chairman of Ways and Means, 
has quite failed in some parts of his argument. In the first place 
he has failed as to his statement that he would reconcile the interests of 
the public with these of the shareholders. That has been set right by the 
speech of the honourable member for Birmingham (Mr. Muntz), who has 
pointed out that these interests are — in many cases, and, in the 
case which he put, you could hardly adopt a rule of this kind without 
interfering with the interests of the shareholders. I am far from saying 
that you should not exercise the utmost vigilance in cases of this sort, s 
as to see that the public are really cared for in every way. But the present 
proposal is to adopt one rule for all cases. The honourable gentleman, the 
Chairman of Ways and Means, has shown us very clearly, from the 
precedents he has given, that there is a tendency in our present legislation 
to deal very strictly with gas companies. Why, then, should we not 
leave things to their course, and permit the matter to be dealt with by the 
Select Committees, who, in spite of all that has been said, show themselves 
alive to the question? (Cries of “Divide.”) Why not, after the House 
has legislated in a stringent manner upon the subject—why not leave the 
committees after hearing arguments and the opposition of local interests— 
to deal with the matter in the manner suggested by the honourable and 
learned member for Cambridgeshire? Sir, if this resolution goes to a 
division, I shall support the more equitable course proposed by that 
honourable and learned gentleman for dealing with these interests, rather 
than the course proposed by the Chairman of Ways and Means. 

Mr. A. W. Youna, who rose amid calls for a division, said: I know the 
impatience of the House in questions affecting the discharge of private 
business, and therefore I will not trespass more than a short time upon 
its attention. My justification for trespassing at all is that this is some- 
thing which is exceptional as wellas important. As the House has already 
heard from the honourable and learned member for Cambridgeshire, there 
is a sum of money—I do not know how much, but the precise amount does 
not matter—there is an enormous sum of money interested in this de- 
cision. My honourable friend, the member for Birmingham, who spoke 
just now, said what is perfectly true, that it was a bargain between the 
gas companies and the public, as to the way in which the price of gas 
should be regulated. But one of the most important parts of that 
arrangement was, that where the gas companies shares were likely enough 
to be at a premium, they should be distributed, when new capital was =A 
quired, among the then shareholders. That was one of the most importan 
parts of the bargain, and that bargain ought not to be varied, at any rate 
in the way now proposed, by a mere decision of the House of Commons, 
after short notice. At any rate, it should not be done without having aD 
Act of Parliament to do it—to do what I should consider a great injustice. 
There have been no private companies during the last few years against 
which so many raids have be€n made as the large gas companies. They 
have been treated as though they had done no good in the world, and - 
though they were public nuisances, instead of being great public benefits. 
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th titled to great consideration, because they have done a 
i ey are en ’ 
pie now 5 work allover England. Some few ey few 
—have done-very well by them; but the b the ple were not 
always ready to ut out their hands te help them. Look at this Metro- 
lis, what would it be without these gas companies? Would you like to 
rartt oil-lights. at night? “Would it even be economical to do it? 
Where would be your security for life and property? (Cries of 
“ Question.”) Sir, when Mr. Winsor first discovered this mode of lighting, 
there were not a hundred people in this town whe would subseribe a 
shilling towards its develepment. Those few people made the effort, and 
they succeeded. Gas has been found at last to be not only a useful, but a 
aying property. But it was not ys = a peying property. I 
fnow eople who had shares, and no dividends year after year, 
alt xr year, though they were charging the public l14s., 13s., 
year aiter year, mney : 
and 19s. per 10@0 feet. Sir, is no reward to be given for these long and 
arduous services? (Cries ef ‘ Question.”) I shall net be long, and I 
promised to say no more then I thought absolutely necessary; but I do 
want to draw attention to this fact, that it is now proposed to deal with 
an enormous interest in a way which is anything but satisfactory. ' 

The CHANCELLOR of the Excuequer: The House nrust bear in mind in 
connexion with this subject that this question of dealing with the gas 
companies is not & new matter. Itis a subject which, from time to time, 
for the last 10 or 20 years, has been frequently before Parliament, and 
peen the occasion of very impertant discussions which have led to a good 
deal of legislation, and to still more in the way of recommendations from 
committees and persons of authority ; and we cannot help feeling that the 
subject is ene which naturally excites very great interest, because, on the 
one hand, it undoubtedly touches the interests of a very large and, as the 
honourable member for Helstone (Mr. Young) says, very meritorious body 
of capitalists, and also raises questions which affect, more or less directly, 
the interests of other branches of industry; while, on the other hand, it 
does very seriously affect the interests of the public. Now Parliament has 
been for a considerable time endeavouring to tind a solution which shall be 
fair to the gas companies, and at the same time shall be fair to the public 
who are the consumers ef gas, and a great deal of legislation, not always 
entirely consistent with itself, has taken place, with a view to regulate this 
matter. Now there can be no doubt that the question of the issue of new 
capital in the manner proposed, either to the shareholders at a par price, 
or to other persons at such a price as they may think fit to give, is one of 
the most difficult questions connected with the subject. It is a question 
which has been solved apparently in a very great number of cases. It has 
been solved in a very large number of the companies connected with the 
Metropolis by the Acts which were passed last session and it has been solved 
in the case of a considerable number of companies to which my honourable 
friend, the Chairman of Ways and Means, referred just now, all which 
have been at the expense of putting up their new shares to auction. It 
does, therefore, appear that the means exist at present, in spite of general 
legislation, by means of private Bills, for meeting the case. Now comes 
the question whether we ought to go further, and, by a Standing Order, 
at once turn the balance entirely in favour of putting up the new 
dhares to auction. Well, the Clause or Standing. Order, as originally 
proposed by my honourable friend, the Chairman of Ways and Means, was 
one of the most drastic character in every way. It makes no allowance 
whatever for peculiar circumstances, which would render such a mode of 
dealing inapplicable; and my honourable friend, I understand, is willing 
to modify that Standing Order by a provision which shall except the cases 
in which a Select Committee shall take another view. My honourable and 
learned friend the member for Cambridgeshire desires to meet that pro- 
ceeding, and to say that the rule of putting up to auction shall only apply 
in cases where the Select Committee have expressed their approval, and 
that it shall be an instruction to them then to attend to the point. NowI 
very much doubt whether much would come of that, because the com- 
mittees now have power to do as much, and they have availed themselves 
of it in certain cases. Nor would this, as I understand it, cover the whole 
ground, for it would not cover cases in which the Bills were unopposed 
before a committee, or cases in which Provisional Orders were to be issued. 
But there is an oe ry on both sides of the difficulties of the 
question, and of the difficulty in the way of dealing with it by a strict and 
stringent Order. But then there is started another point by the honour- 
able and learned member for Dewsbury, which you, sir, have overruled, so 
far as it is technically concerned, and I apprehend that there can be no 
doubt that your ruling commends itself to the general sense of the House. 
Technically there is no overruling of an Act of Parliament by a Standing 
Order ; but, although there is not that, this is dealing, by a single blow, 
and in the form of a resolution or Standing Order, with a subject which 
has been settled so far by Act of Parliament, and which has been the 
subject of frequent and serious consideration. And now, without wishin 
to express any positive opinion upon the merits of the different systems, 
do feel, and the Government feel, that it is a rather stringent measure, by 
& Standing Order, to deal with this matter in this way. No doubt, when 
these matters have been before Parliament, you have had oppor- 
tunities, on private Bills, of frequent discussion; you having the 
introduction of a Bill, the second reading, the committee, and 
other stages through which these matters pass, and honourable 
gentlemen are enabled to argue the question up and down, and to adopt 
their different views, and see in what manner the matter can fairly be dis- 
posed of. I think that to pass a Standing Order of this sort at the first 
moment of its being presented to us, without further consideration, con- 
sidering that it deals with a matter which has been the subject of legisla- 
tion, is taking a rather strong step. What I would suggest at the present 
position of affairs is, that we should adjourn this discussion, and have more 
time to consider what is the best mode of dealing with the matter. What 
has passed to-day has shown some difficulties in a clearer light, and has 
directed attention more fully to the subject, and perhaps when the hon- 
ourable and learned member for Dewsbury has had more time to study 
his instructions, we may see our way to adopt some solution of the 
question. I have, therefore, risen to move—“That this debate be now 
adjourned.” 

ir ANDREW Lusk: I beg to say that I have recieved no instructions: to 
—_ here on this matter this evening, and I hold no gas shares; but I 
thank my honourable friend, the Chairman of Ways and Means, for bring- 
ing forward this subject. It is all very well for honourable members who 
are gas shareholders, or connected with gas companies, to call for some- 
thing else; but this is a serious matter for the ublic, when you have 
granted a monopoly, and I hope that when the public read this debate, and 
think it over, they will feel that it is right that where new capital is issued 
Some limit should be put on the monopoly. I am very glad that the 
honourable gentleman has brought the matter forward, and I hope the 
public will support him. I feel sure they will if they know what is the 
point at stake. 

Mr. Rares: Of course I could not think of resisting the motion made 
by my right honourable friend the Chancellor of the Exche uer, but I am 
anxious to point out that the proposed decision, which has brought down 
Fi me the ire of the honourable and learned member for Dewsbury, is 
the only one which I could have brought forward. It is not competent for 
me to bring in. a Bill and pass it through its various stages, and the only 





way in which I could act in the matter is the one which I have adopted, and 
it appears to me to be the fittest way of dealing with it. I am, of course, 
alive te the great convenience which would result if the Government 
would take up the question, and deal with it by a Bill. I think the great 
interests involved may fairly ask for further consideration—say by a Bill— 
and I hope that the matter may come before Parliament in that shape. I 
have no opposition to offer to the proposal of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, but I may say that, if the debate is adjourned, I will put its 
resumption down for an early day, not in order that we may then con- 
tinue it, but to give opportunities for further consultation with the Govern- 
ment, and with other members, as to what course the Government will 


—— 
r. W. E. Forster: I will not detain the House more than a few 
minutes. I suppose it is the general feeling that the judgment of the 
Chancellor cf the Exchequer be acceded to, but I do not quite under- 
stand, and I think we ought to be informed, whether that does really 
mean an adjournment for the consideration of the motion, or whether it 
means that the motion is dropped, and that he gives up the idea of a 
Standing Order, and prefers some general Act? Upon the general merits 
of the question I will not detain the House. Of course, if the question 
is to be adjourned it is of no use debating its merits, except to say this 
much, that the little experience gained last year and the year before would 
make me strongly in favour of the principle of the motion of the Chair- 
man of Ways and Means. I should be prepared, if it came before the 
House again, to give my reasons for this view, but I will not trouble the 
House now, except to remark that the honourable member for Helston must 
allow me to say that his objection would apply just as much to the amend- 
ment as it does to the proposal. If he thinks that the vested interests of 
the companies are at stake and are threatened, and that the shareholders 
in all gas companies ought to have a premium upon new shares, I think it 
would be difficult to prove that proposition ; ont I may just mention that 
last year, when we had two of the most powerful companies in the kingdom 
before us, and auction clauses were put in, there was scarcely any opposi- 
tion to them whatever on the ground stated—and, in fact, scarcely any 
opposition at all; and I am quite sure that such was the ability of the 
advocates, and such was the feeling of the directors that they ought to 
take care of their shareholders, that we should have heard a great deal about 
vested interests if the matter had been so clear as the honourable gen- 
tleman seems to suppose. I would only say further that I trust that if the 
question be postponed it will be with a clear understanding that on all 
gas Bills that come on this session there will be full powers given to the 
Select Commitiees which have to deal with them to insert these auction 
clauses if they think it advisable to do so, and that there is nothing in 
the declaration of the Chancellor of the Exchequer which will be sup- 
osed to interfere with their right to follow the course which was taken 
ast year. 

Mr. Roresuck: I only wish to make one observation. I myself feel very 
strongly as to what is the true and really constitutional mode of proceeding. 
I think the best way is to take a course which is without doubt constitu- 
tional and I appeal to the Government to do that of itself. What is pro- 
posed to be done may be very good, but the way of doing it is very 
dangerous, and that danger would be altogether avoided if the Government 
took the matter in hand. The House would then immediately understand 
the whole proceeding, and we should be able to do that constitutionally 
which, if we do now by a rule of this House, we should do most des- 
potically, in a way which has not yet been adopted by the House of Com- 
mons, and which would lead in this country to a great feeling of alarm. 

Serjeant Stuon: One word of explanation. I have had no instructions, 
any more than any other honourable member has had. It was from long 
professional habit that I used the phrase, but I really had no instructions. 
I had formed my opinion from reading the paper containing my honour- 
able friend’s notice of motion. 

The CuanceLLor of the Excnequer: I hope the honourable and learned 
gentleman will not think I meant more than a joke. 

The motion for the adjournment of the debate was then agreed to. 


Mr. ManrTEN gave notice that he would move, at the end of the proposed 
Standing Order, to add the words “ unless the committee on the Bill shall 
report that such provision ought not to be required, with the reasons on 
which their opinion is founded.” 

WATER SUPPLY OF VILLAGES AND RURAL DISTRICTS. 

On the order for going into committee of supply, 

Mr. ALEXANDER Browy, in rising to call attention to the state of the 
water supply for domestic purposes in the villages and rural parts of the 
country, and to move—“ That in the opinion of this House it is desirable 
to confer upon the loeal authorities further powers in order to remedy the 
existing evils,” said that the object was one of considerable difficulty and 
magnitude. The inquiry into the water supply had been relegated to the 
Rivers Pollution Commission, and he should quote evidence from their 
sixth report. The sources of the supply of drinking water were six in 
number—river water, surface water, well water, spring water, rain water, 
and shallow well water. The last three, in particular the last two, sup- 
plied the rural districts. About 12,000,000 of people drank shallow well 
water, which was invariably polluted with sewage and animal matiers of 
the most disgusting character. The commissioners had fixed a standard 
of impurity of water, and the health of persons drinking it would be affected 
if that standard were exceeded. Yet in different parts of the country the 
standard had been greatly exceeded ; in particular in the case of some cot- 
tages at Wokingham, in Berkshire, where the impurity in the water 
amounted to twelve times the standard. Of 55 samples of water only one 
was found to be safe to drink, and there was no doubt that water from 
these sources was of a disgusting and dangerous character. The commis- 
sioners had said that so far as cholera was concerned dirty water was tho 
root of the evil, and the same was the case with typhoid fever. This 
subject, in his opinion, affected the food and milk supply of the country, 
and affected also the health of large towns, because many cases had been 
traced in which fever had broken out in consequence of milk-cans having 
been cleaned with impure water. The question was, how were they to 
grapple with these evils? He thought that one way of meeting the evil 
would be to say that no houses should be inhabited which had not a pure 
supply of water, that the responsibility should be thrown upon the local 
authority to see that the proper provision was made in this respect, and 
that all wells which were proved to be polluted should be closed, and the 
local authority in this case also should be held responsible to see that it 
was done. He thought that where there was no good public supply of 
water the owners of property should be obliged to provide it. The present 
water supply of this country was simply permissive, and he was of opinion 
that the legislation with reference to this subject should be made of a 
sterner character—and, in fact, to a certain extent, should be made com- 
4 He concluded by moving the resolution. 

Mr. WuiTwew said he was very glad that his honourable friend had 
brought the matter before the House, as it was a — of the greatest 
importance, and the evil undoubtedly in the rural districts was one which 
required a remedy. The present state of things could not be allowed to 
exist longer, and something ought certainly to be done. He thought that 
where the water was now exhausted by drainage, the local authorities 
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ought to see that it was properly stored and delivered as pure as possible. 
He trusted that full information with regard to the water supply would be 
placed in the possession of the Local Government Board through the 
rapidly multiplying local authorities, and that when this information was 
concentrated in London it would be followed by proper legislation. 

Mr. Cowen said the House was under an obligation to his honourable 
friend for the able and interesting statement he had made on a highly im- 
po subject, which was well worthy of the attention of the Government. 

he sanitary condition of the large towns had been greatly improved 
during the last 20 years, although not yet so good asit ought to be, or as it 
might be had the local authorities done their duty. There were agencies 
at present at work which justified the expectation that the future would 
be as much in advance of the present as the present was in advance of the 
past. But he regretted to say that the sanitary condition of the rural 

istricts had not been improved, but, if anything, was worse than it had 
been some years ago. The cottage homes of England had been gloriously 
described in the language of poetry, but in reality it was the language of 
fiction and not of fact. It would be far more true, parodying the words of 
the poet, to describe them thus :— 

“The cottage homes of England, 
How fearfully they smell; 
There’s fever in the cesspool, 
And sewage in the well.” 

This state of things was worse in the manufacturing and mining than it 
was in the rural districts, and the difficulty of dealing with the question 
in such ye arose from the fact that the manufacturers, who were 
interested in providing for the comfort of their workpeople, were unable 
to interest a large area in the work of sanitary improvement. He knew a 
mining district in the north of England which was situated in two unions 
and three parishes, having several district local authorities, and conflicting 
interests which it would be difficult, if not impossible, to combine for one 
oy object. The Artisans Dwelling Act had proved a success, and he 

oped the Government would vom on other measures of the same 
character. These were quiet, steady, humdrum Conservative times and 
he thought the Government could not do better than commit themselves 
to this work, and if they dealt with it in a thorough and satisfactory manner 
they would earn for themselves contemporaneous renown and fame in 
succeeding years. 

Mr. Scuater-Bootn did not complain of the manner in which the 
honourable member had brought this subject forward. No words he could 
use could exaggerate the importance of a pure and plentiful water supply, 
but he thought the mover of the resolution had scarcely done justice to 
the great efforts Parliament and the local authorities had made of late 
years in this direction. He did not think the House would do well to 
adopt a motion of this somewhat general character, as the honourable 
gentleman had not brought forward a specific plan to remedy the evils of 
which he complained. r. Alexander Brown had quoted, in support of 
his motion, from the sixth report of the commissioners who had inquired 
into the subject of river pollution; but he should have mentioned that, 
before that report had been printed and circulated, a great many of the 
evils ppinted out had been dealt with, or were in process of being dealt 
with, by the local authorities. The honourable member thought greater 
powers of compulsion over local authorities should be given to the Local 
Government Board, but he thought he ought certainly to have been 
a little patient, seeing how energetically many of the local authorities 
were working to fulfil the duties which had been so recently cast upon 
them. He objected _to the honourable member’s proposal that the 
Local Government Board should have power to issue a mandamus 
for the purpose of compelling local authorities to execute sanitary works. 
He should certainly not ask Parliament to confer on the office which he 
had the honour to hold, any compulsory powers other than those he at 
present possessed. He quite agreed with the last speaker (Mr. Cowen) 
that the manufacturing were in a worse condition than the rural districts; 
but he thought there ought not to be much difficulty in making a proper 
provision for the water supply of those places. It was reasonable that 
where the owners or occupiers of mines destroyed by their operation the 
water onesty of a district, they should be under some obligation to replace 
that supply. He would like to state, for the information of the House, 
some of the observations which he made last year upon this subject. He 
then showed that this question of water supply, especially for rural dis- 
tricts, had been under the notice of the Government, and that it had re- 
ceived a great deal of attention during the past three years. The subject 
was also brought under his notice by an important and influential depu- 
tation in 1874, and he consulted his colleagues whether it would be desir- 
able to issue a Royal Commission to inquire into the matter; and it was 
considered that it would not be expedient to do so, as the Pollution of 
Rivers Commission had gone very largely into the subject, and had pro- 
cured much information in reference to it, and, therefore, it would be 
better to act upon the information they had obtained rather than rele- 
gate the question to another session. In 1875 Parliament passed an amended 
Sanitary Act, and it contained many oe relating toa better and purer 
supply of water in rural districts. That was the existing law at this time. 
Again, in 1876, they passed the Pollution of Rivers Act, and he looked for- 
ward to its bringing about very considerable beneficial results. The pass- 
ing of the Public Health Acts of 1872 and 1875 had drawn much attention 
to the subject throughout the country, and he would ask whether the 
local authorities had been negligent in exercising the powers which had 
been conferred upon them. In 1873 the total amount of money borrowed 
by those authorities was £1992, while in 1874 it was £16,628, and in 1875 
as much as £31,274; and in 1876, though it was rather lower, yet it was 
within a fraction of £30,000. Now, although that was not a very large 
sum to borrow for such a purpose, yet it was distributed over 40 different 
unions, and that showed that the rural sanitary authorities had just the 
same obligations and powers to supply pure water as had the urban 
authorities ; in short, they could authorize the digging of wells and the 
construction of reservoirs, the buying of water-works and the construc- 
tion of new water-works ;,and they might require any water company to 
lay on water in their districts if it should be found necessary. It might be 
asked why did the cry for purer water come more from the rural districts 
than from the urban? ‘The answer was plain. In urban districts, the 
population being large, it was easy to lay on a rate and make 
each occupier or owner contribute to the expenses, while it was 
very difficult to do that in rural districts where the population 
was sparse. However, the Government had every reason to be- 
lieve that the rural authorities and the owners of property were 
becoming more and more alive to the necessity of giving tenants a 
better supply of pure water. It was now said that something further was 
required—that larger power should be granted—so that every house in a 
district, not at present furnished with a proper supply of water, should be 
included in the system and rated; but before that could be done there 
Were many points to be considered. However, it showed that much atten- 
tion was being given to the subject in country districts. He had shown 
the House that the rural sanitary authorities had all the powers of the 
urban authorities; and were they now to pass an,abstract resolution which 
would commit Parliament to peremptory action, or wait until they could 
deal with the subject in a way which would cause no irritation, and yet 








answer the purpose, for bringing about what was desired, without adopti 

the ceaualions which had been made by the honourable member oppesite 
He had now stated what had been done by the present Government since 
they came into office, and what they proposed to do, as two things 
were proposed:—First, there was a committee of the House of 
Lords which would deal with a es of this subject; and there 
was the Burials Bill now before the House, by which the Government had 
provided that a serious source of pollution of wells—viz., that arising from 
the neighbourhood of churchy —should be removed. It was only that 
evening that he had heard of a very serious outbreak of fever from this 
cause. That being the state of the case, and the local authorities now 
being alive to the importance of the subject, he hoped that still further 
progress would be e, and that it would continue to be of a satisfactory 
character. Though the time had not, he thought, arrived for another 
amendment of the Public Health Act, yet attention would be constantly 
given to the subject, and he trusted that the honourable member would 
give the Government credit for not losing sight of the subject. He hoped 
po he would not, under these circumstances, press his resolution to a 

vision. 

Mr. StansFELD was much obliged to the member for Wenlock (Mr. 
Alexander Brown) for bringing forward this question, and he thought that 
the House was greatly indebted to his honourable friend for the manner in 
which he had dealt with it, for he had lucidly shown the extent and 
danger of the evil which existed, and also a remedy for its removal. 
Further than that he had succeeded in discovering a most serious blot 
in the Public Health Act of 1875, and the right honourable gentleman had 
not pointed out how that difficulty could be removed. It had been clearly 
shown that the country water supply was injuriously affected, and that as 
a consequence the milk which was supplied to large towns was also affected. 
He had shown many instances of the pollution of water used for domestic 
purposes in various parts of the country, and he himself was confident 
that his statement had not been exaggerated. Mr. Sclater-Booth had 
complained of the severe comments upon the Pollution of Rivers Act of 
last year, but if he (Mr. Stansfeld) was at liberty on this occasion to 
discuss that measure, he should be still more severe upon its provisions, 
as the machinery of the Act was most imperfect. This proposition was 
unassailable—viz., that when the supply of water in any district was not 
fit for domestic use, the local authority should have power, not only to close 
a well or wells, but to provide a fresh supply of water, and to distribute 
the cost of so providing it in that way which might appear best to them. 
This question was becoming one of extreme national importance, and it 
might be considered advisable to impose upon all sanitary authorities the 
duty of providing a proper supply of pure water to all the inhabitants of 
the district and an effectual system of drainage. The member for Wenlock 
would do well to adopt the suggestion which had been offered to him as to 
exercising patience, and not press his amendment to a division. 

Mr. Brown intimated his readiness to withdraw his amendment, but 
several members insisted on taking the sense of the House on the question. 

The House divided, and the numbers were— 

For the amendment. . . . . . + © © «© «© « «© 8 
Pe SE ara a a ee ee ae 
Majority : oo $24 @ OW eS 27 

The motion was therefore rejected. 


Saturpay, Apri 7. : 

The petitions were withdrawn of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
Company against the rege ae Improvement Bill; and of the 
Laieale Gate District Highway Board against the Bristol District Water 
Bill. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMITTEE. 
Fripay, Marc# 16. 
(Before Mr. AssHeTon, Chairman; Messrs. Smitu, Bet, and Dunpas; 
Mr. Bonnam-CarteER, Referee.) 
RAMSGATE LOCAL BOARD BILL, 
(Continued from page 498.) 
Mr. EZ. Ellice-Clark, examined by Mr. BrwpveEr. 

I am a civil engineer, and was appointed assistant surveyor to the Rams- 
gate Local Board in 1872. Shortly after my appointment I called the 
attention of the Sanitary Committee to the deficiency of the water supply 
to the smaller dwellings. That was in January, and in May of that year I 
again called the attention of the committee to the condition of the sewers, 
and also of the water-closets in the poorer parts of Ramsgate, and I said 
that unless there was a better supply of water to the closets, the 
sewerage system in Ramsgate would break down. I also pointed out that 
there was an utter absence of water from any cisterns in the water-closets 
to nine-tenths of the smaller dwellings in the town. In addition to that, 
a great number of the smaller houses were immediately connected with 
the sewers, and, therefore, the absence of a proper flush of water made them 
worse than an oldgarden privy. I have seen people waiting in a row, to take 
their turn to get water into their houses in jugs. That was a general 
thing in those parts of the town where the poor lived. The public drains 
were choked in consequence of there being an inadequate supply of water 
for the closets. At the time I was appointed, I should say 90 per cent. 
of the smaller houses in Ramsgate were without water to the closets; but 
it is not so bad as that now. When I left, about fifteen months ago, I 
should say about 50 per cent. were without cisterns, but I do not know what 
has been the case since. My attention has been called to the fact that at the 

olice-station there has been no water to flush the closets with, even at 
ner or five o’clock in the afternoon. At the time I was there no attention 
was paid to the fittings, to save waste, and so on; but, if the water-works 
had been in the hands of the local board, they would have seen that all 
the fittings were perfect, and that the people had fittings if they had an 
intermittent supply. As a sanitary authority, I should order closets to be 
provided, and cisterns in connexion with them; but, having made that 
order, I could do no more. Many of the water-closets were directly con- 
nected with the water-mains themselves, but that could not be done except 
with the consent of the company. In Ratcliffe Square especially, where 
the houses were “ay: ye from a single tap, that was the case, and com- 
plaints were made by persons, who said that instead of getting water from 
the taps in their houses, they were getting sewage, and I went and found 
it was so; but if the water had been on for four or five hours in the day; 
or if there had been a constant supply, such a thing could not have hap- 
pened. At Hardres Street, also, I found that tne people were drawing tar 
water and ammoniacal liquor instead df drinking water, but I attribute 
that to connexion with the-gas-works. I think the charges made by the 
water company for sanitary and general purposes are most exorbitant. 
The sewerage system at Ramsgate requires constant flushing, on account 
of the steep gradients and the partial rainfall; besides which the chalk is 
very absorbent. We have had the sewers stopped up for want of a 
proper water supply, and have been obliged to remove the soil by 
mechanical means. The system is one which is attended with considerable 
danger of contagion, if there is any disease or epidemic ; but such a thing 
could not occur if there were a proper supply of water. The breaking 
up of the streets is also another matter of considerable importance. The 
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company used to cut off the water supply whenever a’ person left a house, 
and made a fresh connexion when another person came into the house, 
and they opened the streets for each purpose. I suppose it is continued in 
same way now. 

se Dusen: Supposing the water and gas were in the hands of the 
local board, as the streets are, would there be any difficulty in making 
arrangements by which the interruption to the traffic would be very 
greatly diminished ? anh 

Witness: I should think it would be very greatly facilitated, because 
the officers would know when they were going to lay a new main, or to 
alter the services, and also when they were going to make new sewers, 
and they would keep their road-repairing until all that was done. I know 
both the pumping-stations belonging to the company, and I considered 
they were capable of raising 750,000 gallons in ten hours, of which the 
Whitehall would produce 500,000 gallons; but I think one million gallons 
a day ought to be the minimum. I ascertained the dry weather flow of 
our sewers at their mouths, and the maximum nga | which I have ever 
gauged has been 250,000 and 360,000 gallons a day. Of course, that is not 
the same quantity as the water company have poured into the town, be- 
cause there is a certain per centage taken up by evaporation, absorption 
into the soil, for watering the streets, and so on; but there is an approxi- 
mate amount between the amount of supply and that which comes out of 
the sewers. In the height of the season about 20,000 gallons would be 
the utmost used for watering the streets. Supposing all the houses in the 
district were supplied with cisterns, I do not think it would be possible 
for the company to anything like fill them with their means of supply. 
They used to charge the cottages @s. a year, which ought to have entitled 
them, I think, to 12,000 gallons a year, but they did not get anything like 
that quantity. I have seen the same deficiencies and found the same 
difficulties in St. Lawrence as at Ramsgate. Regarding the gas, when I 
first went to Ramsgate the supply to the lamps was in a very unsatisfac- 
tory state. At that time the gas company used to charge £3 10s. for per- 
manent lamps, and £3 1s. for lamps which were not lighted when the 
moon was shining ; but, in 1873, they advanced the prices to £5 and £4 12s. 
I did not consider the advance was justified by the rlse in the price of 
coal; I should have thought 10s. a fair increase. I wrote to 18 towns 
similarly situated to Ramsgate, to ascertain what the same service cost, 
and also the price of gas to consumers, and the price of coal. If Maid- 
stone is taken for comparison, that town is more unfavourably situated, 
because coal is more expensive to get there. In 1873 coal there cost 40s. 
per ton, and the price for the public lamps was £4 1s. 6d.; the private con- 
sumers were charged 4s. 3d. At the same time coal cost 30s. at Ramsgate, 
because we had the advantage of direct sea delivery. The standard for 
the gas at Maidstone was 14 candles. At a meeting in Ramsgate, in 
November, 1875, I stated that 1s. per 1000 gallons was too high, and there 
was no reason why the public entieaities should not be supplied at 9d. per 
1000 gallons. I think they have reduced the price to 9d. since I was there. 
If the Whitehall water can be obtained pure, I believe it is an admirable 
water. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lre1cu: I believe there was a considerable en- 
largement of the original reservoir at Whitehall in 1873. 

Mr. Brwver: There is no reservoir at Whitehall. 

Witness: At Southwood there is a reservoir, which is supplied from 


Whitehall. I think that larger reservoir is capable of holding 650,000 
gallons. It is usual to have a covered reservoir when dealing with chalk 


water. 

Mr, Le1cu: Was not the level raised from 6 to 8 feet, to give a better 
pressure in the high district round Southwood ? 

Witness: I think that the level was raised, but I do not know how 
much. The height they have now is not sufficient to supply the whole of 
the houses. The proposal of the local board is to give a constant supply 
from the Southwood works by gravitation. 

Mr. Leicu: Is it not the fact that the water company at present not 
only have the means by gravitation, but propose supplemental means as 
well ? 

Witness; A small supplemental means; but I do not think it will be 
adequate for long. 

Mr. LercH: You mentioned one case where there was only one tap in 
the street. Did the Sanitary Authority ever interfere with that particular 
street ? 

Witness: The Sanitary Authority have since interfered. 

Mr. Leicn: But at that time did the Sanitary Authority interfere at all? 

Witness: The Sanitary Authority were under the guidance of their 
surveyor, who was also a director of the water company, and it was his 
duty, I take it, to advise the Sanitary Authority to serve notices on all 
those people to give a proper supply of water to the houses; but he never 
did advise them so. 

Mr. Letcu: You deliberately make the charge that, because the sur- 
veyor was a director of the water company, he thereby so neglected his 
duty that he gave no information to the Sanitary Authority of this dis- 
graceful state of afiairs you have mentioned ? 

Witness : I do, deliberately. That state of things does not exist now 
to the same extent. In the particular case I mentioned, the evil has been 
remedied, to a certain extent, by there being more taps, and also by the 
‘water being on a much longer time. 

Mr. Lercu: With regard to the tank at the police station being without 
water, was not that because the tank was not large enough ? 

Witness: It held 700 gallons, and was not filled by the company. If it 
had been capable of holding 1000 gallons there would not have been any 
more water in it. Since that time the tank has not been enlarged, but the 
police cells have been moved, and therefore the cause of complaint ceases. 

Mr. Lercu: You made a complaint about the water-closet being in con- 
nexion with the drains. Do you mean to say that after that complaint 
there was no alteration ? 

Witness: I know, in one case, the water company allowed it to go on 
for a year; but it was out of my power to alter it, although I reported it, 
no doubt. I should think a written complaint was made to the water 
company about the state of things; but that would come from the clerk, 
and I cannot answer for him. If I weré teld that no such complaint had 
been made, I should very much doubt it. ‘The local board have to look 
after the connexion of the water-closets with the sewers; but it is the 
duty of the company to supply water to the closets and houses. Iam 
aware that the company are now asking powers for a constant supply; 
but that is the result of the agitation which has been going on for years, 
and which would never have been given without. 

Mr. LercH: With regard to the supply in the height of the season, do 
you consider that if you have only a population of 60,000 for one month 
the water company are to have a sufficient supply for one-third only of the 
population all the year round, to be increased three times the amount for 
one or two months ? 

Witness: I think that the water company ought to have a sufficient 
supply for the population at any time of the year, certainly. 

r. Leicn: As a fact, some of the lodging-houses are. overcrowded at 
one time, and people who go there do not require water for washing 
particularly, so long as they have the sea ? 

Witness: That is not so at all, and I think it is a great scandal upon the 





people who go to Ramsgate. A large number of visitors do not go and 
wash in the sea, and the quantity of water for baths: in towns like Rams- 
gate is very small. While I was at Ramsgate there was a discussion about 
stopping the flushing of the sewers, but the Sanitary Authority never 
ceased the flushing while I was there. 

Mr. Leicu: In your present Bill do you say that the minimum amount 
for the supply of water is to be 6s., that it is not to be lower? 

Witness: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Leicu: In your Bill occurs the following proviso:—“ Provided 
always that the board shall not be compellable to afford a supply of water 
for domestic purposes for any less sum than 6s. in any one year, for every 
dwelling-house or part of a dwelling-house ?” 

Witness: Yes; and if they gave a constant supply, as they would do 
under this Bill, that would be a cheap rate; but it was not a cheap rate 
under the water company, because they were not giving 6s. worth of water 
in a year. 

Mr. LetcH: As you read that proviso, supposing you ascertain it is 
impossible to supply at 6s., there is no reason why you should not go on 
to charge 8s. or 10s. if it is a constant supply. 

Witness : No. 

Cross-examination continued: When the experiment of the oil lamps 
was tried in Ramsgate we were not proceeding under the Act of Parlia- 
ment at all. 

Mr. Lercu: I have the Isle of Thanet Gas Act, in which there is this 
clause: ‘‘ Provided always, and be it further enacted that in case the said 
company shall at any time hereafter contract with any person, &c., for 
lighting any of the public lamps in any of the public ways within the said 
towns or the suburbs, the said company shall, and they are hereby directed 
and required to supply such public lamps which they shall so contract to 
light with gas of such quality as shall at all times afford a cheaper and 
better light than could be obtained from oil lamps.” In consequence of 
that, did you gentlemen connected with Ramsgate and the local board 
think that you would try the experiment of oil lamps to see whether they 
were as good as gas ? 

Witness: No; not in consequence of that, but we thought it would be 
cheaper, and that it would be practicable to burn oil. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Browne: Since this agitation took place the 
companies have been doing their duty'a little better, but that is the usual 
effect of agitation. None of the complaints which I made to the Local 
Board of Ramsgate had reference to St. Lawrence, but the complaints 
which I have brought against the company with reference to the water 
supply are also complaints from St. Lawrence. 

Re-examined by Mr. O’Hara: One of my complaints against the gas 
company is that the illuminating power and quality of the gas is regulated 
by an Act passed as long ago as 1824, which, as compared with modern 
times, is quite absurd. When I first went to Ramsgate in 1872, I found 
an entire absence of complaints on the part of the surveyor as to the 
supply of water to the cottages. I felt it my duty to make complaints, 
and from time to time some of those complaints were remedied. During 
the time I was at Ramsgate the flushing of the sewers was increased very 
considerably, notwithstanding the heavy charges. 

The CommirreE: You have told us you tested the outflow of the sewers 
with a view of ascertaining approximately the amount of water supplied— 
what proportion do you think there should be in a dry time between the 
water supply and the amount coming out of the sewers? 

Witness : The only water you would have to deduct would be that used 
for watering gardens and streets. All the other water ought to pass into 
the sewers. If I found 300,000 gallons a day going into the sewers, I should 
infer that 400,000 gallons were being pumped. 

The Commirrer: You say that the Whitehall works are.capable of 
supplying 500,000 gallons in ten hours; if they pumped for 20 hours direct 
from the feed, they could get a million gallons? 

Witness: Certainly, if they had the engine power. 

The CommirTEeEe: But it may be that they are pumping from an accumu- 
lation during the remaining 14 hours out of the 24? 

Witness: Yes; I believe it does rise 7 feet or 8 feet in the adits, when 
they are standing still, and they pump that water into their reservoir. 

The CommitrTez: So that no additional pumping would enable them to 
get more than 500,000 gallons a day? 

Witness : I do not say that; neither do I know it. 

Sir J. Heron, examined by Sir E. Beckett. 

I am town-clerk of Manchester, the corporation of which city have had 
for many years the gas and water works in their own hands. They also 
supply a very large district both with gas and water beyond the limits of 
the corporation. I have made it my business, at various periods, to in- 
quire into the condition of other corporations which have taken gas and 
water works. 

Sir E. Becxett: Has there been found any inconvenience to the dis- 
tricts outside Manchester, in consequence of the Manchester Corporation 
having taken the supply of gas and water into their own hands? 

Witness : With regard to gas, first, I answer most unquestionably not ; 
so far from that, it has been found of the greatest advantage to the out- 
lying districts, and it cannot be better shown than by my stating two or 
threefacts. In one township now supplied by Manchester, there were a gas 
company and a water company, but they preferred to put themselves into 
liquidation, and transfer the supply to the Corporation of Manchester, 
because they could obtain it from the corporation better than they could 
supply it for themselves. In another place, half the district is supplied 
from Manchester, and the other half, unfortunately, is in the hands of 
the company. We supply the one-half with gas for 3s. 8d., whereas the 
other half has to pay 4s. 8d.; however, it is in the hands of the com- 
pany, and, therefore, we do not interfere. In other cases the very same 
result has arisen, so that it is proved, beyond all doubt, that the cor- 
poration can and do supply gas to these outlying districts at a much 
lower price than they can supply it themselves. We are something like 
the Ramsgate Company; we are not under any parliamentary restriction, 
either as to the price we charge, the profit we make, or the illumi- 
nating power. We give the best illuminating power we can, varying 
from 19 to 21 candles. We use partly cannel and partly coal. The 
high price of cannel has rather induced us to use a little more coal than 
formerly, and the effect is that the illuminating power is slightly dimi- 
nished. It used to be 21, but by the last return it is something under 
20 candles. As regards price, that is fixed, to a certain extent, by the price 
paid in other cases where competition sometimes exists. But this is the 
principle on which the corporation have acted from the very first, 
although they have no statutory limitation as to the profit which may 
be made by the consumption of gas, they have always found themselves 
under an obligation not to charge a price which would realize upon the 
capital employed in the works a larger profit or return than was or inarily 
granted by Parliament to gas companies or corporations. We keep en- 
tirely distinct accounts, showing exactly the capital that is employed in 
the works, which capital is reduced every year by a very large sum—from 
£20,000 to £25,000. In the case of water, the same observations apply 
very much as those which I have already stated with reference to gas. 
The fact is, the Corporation of Manchester may be said to be almost the 
sole suppliers of water, not only to Manchester, but to an enormous dis- 
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trict all round ; and what these districts would do without the corpora- 
tion works I do not know, as the expense of obtaining water would be 
enormous. We have expended about £2,025,000 on our water-works, 
and we have expended a large amount of money, not only throughout the 
city, but a large amount outside the city. The maximum we can charge 
under the Act of Parliament is 5 per cent. to those who take the water 
out of the city, limited to £10 on any assessment—that is for a constant 
supply of the purest water (with the exception, perhaps, of — a 
that is cupaited to any part of the kingdom. I cannot understand how 
Ramsgate can have existed with such a supply as has been proved de- 
monstratively to be given. It is quite obvious, unless the supply is 
ample in the summer months, the prosperity of Ramsgate must neces- 

y be destroyed, because people will not go to a mere pleasure-place, 
if they are to be deprived of drinking-water and using it for other 


jOses. 
ar EB. Becxetr: There has been an ingenious su, ee made this 
morning, that they did not want so much water inside, because they can 
take plenty of water outside ? 

Witness : They may not want so much for bathing, although probably 
they want water for household a of all kinds ; but the quantity sug- 
gested is such that I never heard before to be proposed or to be defended. 
Most engineers recommend that no one should dream of establishing 
works that will not, at least, secure 20 gallons a head for the maximum 
population. ‘ 

ir E. Becxetr: I suppose that by a proper amount of pumping and 
different, adits they could have got more water; is there any kind of 
excuse for their not having done it ? 

Witness; It is clear the company have been under the obligation for, I 
think, 40 years to give constant supply. The very foundation of the 
original Bill was that the works they proposed to create would enable them 
to give a constant supply. They have now got a Bill before Parliament 
with a similar mente some 35 years afterwards, so that it seems difficult 
to understand. The preamble of the old Act says, “‘And whereas a con- 
stant supply of water for the use of such inhabitants might be obtained”’ 
—but, first of all, it says that if a constant supply of water were provided 
it would be desirable, because “in cases of accidents, inconvenience and 
danger might be prevented, and the lives and property of the inhabitants 
of the said parish and neighbourhood better preserved and protected if a 
constant supply of water were provided.” And then it goes on: “ And 
whereas a constant supply of water for the use of such inhabitants might 
be obtained from divers springs and sources within the said parishes of 
Ramsgate, St. Lawrence, St. Peter the Apostle, and Minster, by raising 
and conducting the water from such springs and sources, or some or one 
of them, into a proper reservoir or reservoirs by means of engine cuts, 
drains, tunnels, pipes, conduits, feeds, and other aqueducts, and from 
thence by pipes to the houses and: premises of the said inhabitants. And 
whereas the several persons hereinafter named are willing and desirous, 
at their own costs and charges, to effect the purposes aforesaid.” I was 
engaged in the Glasgow case, in which there were two companies in pre- 
tended competition with each other, both seeking to enlarge their works, 
and a corporation Bill also, seeking to purchase them. After an inquiry 
which lasted a considerable time, the chairman intimated the opinion of 
the.committee to be that a purchase should be made by the corporation, 
at a price equal substantially to their existing dividends. The committee 
then adjourncd for a day or two, and when they met again all parties had 
agreed. The terms recommended by the committee were inserted in the 
Bill, the Purchase Bill was passed, and the two Bills of the companies 
were withdrawn. The terms were nothing like so extravagant as those 
offered here, they were 9 per cent. instead of 10 per cent., and 6}, or some- 
thing like that, instead of 7}; but it was proved to the committee that the 
annuities which were to be granted by the Corporation of Glasgow would 
sell in the market for a sum of money which could, without any difficulty, 
be invested on indisputable security at 4 per cent. to realize to the share- 
holders their full maximum dividend. I have heard it given in evidence 
that the marketable price of the Ramsgate gas shares is something like 
£75, therefore it seems incredible that an offer of something like £146 
should have been made. 

Sir E. Becxerr: Supposing an arbitrator looks at the works, and find§ 
them in good condition (as I dare say they are), and finds there has been 
spent this £72,000, which they say has been spent, all that £72,000, except 
£16,000, will have been paid by the consumers? 

Witness: Yes, and will have to be valued and paid for again by the same 
consumers, including other inhabitants who are not consumers. I never 
heard of such a case, and it is quite certain, if there had been anything 
like a publication of accounts, or a public declaration of dividend, so that 
the consumers could really have seen that they were actually paying prices 
which realized such enormous per centage upon the capital—it is quite 
certain steps would have been taken long before this to have placed the 
company under parliamentary regulations, and have got rid of so crying 
an injustice. 

Sir E. Beckett: When they come and say they have given the public 
the benefit of the expenditure, they have done it by keeping out of Purlia- 
ment, and by avoiding giving any accounts ? 

Witness ;: Yes, and not coming under restrictions ; and now they only 
propose to come under restrictions provided they have their own way of 
dealing with the money. ; 

Sir E. Becxerr: What proportion do your outsiders bear to your in- 
siders ? 

Witness: A very large proportion; we are supplying with water from 
700,000 to 800,000 outside the municipal boundaries ; whereas, probably, we 
have only something under 400,000 within the municipal boundaries. As far 
as gas is concerned, the receipts will show this in the best way, the receipts 
within and the receipts without. I see within the city the private con- 
sumers pay £234,847; meter-rents, £3247; public lamps, £13,812 1s. Then, 
beyond the city, the private consumers £75,206 odd; meter-rents, £1291 
odd; public lamps, £5925. 

Sir E. Becxerr: Then, with regard to the parts which are outside, you 
have abundant temptation to keep up a high price ? 

Witness; Certainly; and we do keep up a higher price outside than 
within. The rates within the city are 3s. 4d. per 1000 feet; they were 
reduced from 3s. 6d. and 3s. 5d. to a uniform rate of 3s. 4d. per 1000 feet. 
The price within the city is 3s. 4d., an uniform rate. There formerly was a 
slight variation, which is done away with. Outside the city, except 
Morton, and beyond the river, uniformly it is 8s. 10d., instead of 4s. 2d. 
and 4s. 1d.; and in the distant districts it is reduced—in Cheadle, 4s. 10d. 
and 4s. 9d. to 4s. 6d., uniformly ; in Northenden, which is a little further, 
from 5s. 4d. and 5s. 3d. to 4s. 6d., uniformly ; in New Morton, from 5s. 10d. 
and ds. 9d. to 4s. 6d., uniformly; in Droylsden, from 4s. 8d. to 8s. 10d., 
without any deduction for early payments. Those deductions, I ma 
add, have been made without any suggestions from those places. We sen 
gas for eight, nine, or ten miles, and we do not go anything like so far as 
people desire. We really are obliged to stop somewhere, but there is an 
old Act of Parliament authorizing us to supply Manchester and the 
neighbourhood. 

Sir E. Becxerr: Is there, then, any kind of need for apprehension on 











the part of these few ratepayers in St. Lawrence that they would 4 
fairly treated ? 3 == 

itness: I cannot conceive of it. There is rather an extraordinary 
clause, which appears to be perfectly reasonable and just, which is an 
additional protection to all ratepayers, both outside and in. But one-half 
the profit is to be applied both in reduction of the gas rates and of the 
water-works charges. Seeing that these gas and water ratepayers have 
got a property, which they are now called upon to buy, it seems a ve 
reasonable and proper clause to give them, at least, the benefit of one-haif 
the profit that may be made when the works are in the hands of the 
local authorities. 

Sir E. Beckert: Among the cases you have inquired into, have you 
inquired into the results at Birmingham ? 

Witness: I know at Birmingham, where they gave a pretty full price 
for their works, —_ have been able to reduce their rates. I saw they 
had paid over £35,000 last year, in reduction of rates, out of profit. The 
transfer was only two years ago. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lzicu: I am not aware that at Birmingham 
the corporation have had complaints with reference to the present price. 

Mr. Leicu: Have they made the price as low as the companies used to 
furnish it at? 

Witness : It will surprise me if it is not so. I know that in Glasgow, 
immediately after the transfer was made, they reduced their prices very 
considerably, although they were obliged, when coal went up to such an 
enormous price, to apply to the Board of Trade to increase the charge for 
gas. I do not think the Glasgow case was on all fours with the Birming.- 
ham case. 

Mr. Le1cu: There was no case of compulsory purchase there ? 

Witness: It was entirely a case of compulsory purchase, because in the 
Glasgow case it was very similar to the case now before the committee. 
The Glasgow Corporation introduced a Bill to buy up the two companies, 
which companies had also Bills to provide further capital and her 
means for extension, and the whole question was whether the companies 
were to obtain their powers, or the works be transferred to the corporation, 
and the committee determined to transfer them. 

Mr. Lercu: In the Birmingham water case, when it was transferred to 
the corporation, there was some foundation to go upon for a compulsory 
purchase ? 

Witness: There was a clause in a very old Act of Parliament ? 

Sir E. Becxetr: There was an agreement, but the water company 
refused to perform that agreement, and, therefore, it was necessary to have 
a compulsory Act passed. 

Mr. Leicu said there was not a fight. 

Sir E. Beckett: No, for a very good reason. There was a declaration 
by the committee, upon which the opponents wisely surrendered. 

Cross-examination resumed : There was considerable opposition on the 
part of some of the outlying districts to be dependent on the Corporation 
of Birmingham for their supply; and I stated then what I have stated 
to-day, that, so far as I could form an opinion from long experience, both 
in our own district and elsewhere, those outlying districts always get the 
benefit by being attached to, and deriving their supply from, a larger 
body. Those outlying districts are safe when at the mercy of a corpora- 
tion, but very unsafe when at the mercy of a company. Regarding the 
gas and water supply at Ramsgate, the facts, as I understand, are these: 
As regards the gas, there are £20 paid on the shares, and there has also 
been a considerable sum of money spent out of surplus profits. The offer 
—although I can hardly believe it—is £146 per share. e position of the 
water company is that there has been £10 paid of capital, and an offer of 
£42 16s. 8d. per share, so that there is over 400 per cent. in one case, and 
over 700 per cent. in the other. 

Mr. LeIcu: Assuming those shares to be sold, the purchaser would have 
to treat them as fully paid-up shares ? 

Witness : There is no doubt of that, but then “ caveat emptor” is a motto 
epee usually consider, and it is quite clear that purchasers never 

eam of Parliament sanctioning £146 a share when they would only give 
£70 odd in the market. 

Cross-examination continued: With respect to the water, there cannot 
be a doubt that a constant supply can be given as easily with a limited 
supply of water as an intermittent supply can. A constant supply, in 
my opinion, diminishes the consumption, because there is more waste in 
the intermittent system than when the supply is constant, and instead of 
increasing the demands upon the company it would lessen them, if a 
system of proper supply, with due fren. to the fittings, were carried out. 
In Manchester we have one of the lowest averages of water taken for all 
purposes. 

By Sir E. Beckett: I believe, including everything—and we have an 
enormous trade consumption—our consumption is not more than from 
21 to 22 gallons per head. 

Cross-examination resumed: That is including the trade, and the income 
from trade is not much short of £100,000. In London the supply is 
25 gallons on the average, and there the supply is intermittent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Brownz: I heard Sir E. Beckett’s speech, in 
which he pointed out that certain streets, occupied by influential people, 
had a sontbeunes, but Ido not see how that shows that the supply could 
not be continuous. 

Mr. Browne: If there was a short supply, certain streets and house- 
holders were to have the preference, as provided by the Act you have in 
your hand ? 

Witness: I cannot tell what the effect might be. 
clause to give all the water to one street. 

Mr. Browne: With regard to the gas supply, the great advantage ai 
Manchester is that you have large central works able to supply the whole 
outlying district ? 

Witness: Of course, that is one reason why we are able to supply gas 
cheaper than asmall company, but that is only one of many considerations 
which make it desirable for a local authority to have the power of supply- 
ing gas. 

Mr. Browne: Of course, there is no doubt that a large concern can be 
managed more cheaply than a great number of small concerns, and in 
that way it is a more economical thing that the great district of Manchester 
should be supplied by the corporation than by individual local authorities? 

Witness: There is no doubt that would be a cause of economy, just in 
the same way that there is no question there is greater economy in the 
management of either gas or water works when they are in the hands of 
local authorities, who represent the ratepayers, than when they are in the 
hands of companies, who represent shareholders. I consider the price of 
gas at Manchester, relatively to the price at Ramsgate, is very low. 

anchester the price is 3s. 4d. for 20-candle gas over the bulk of the 
district. Outside the municipal boundaries the price is 3s. 10d., on account 
of the distance from the stations. No doubt we have certain advantages in 
the matter of coal, or else we could not supply gas at the price we do, but 
it is quite clear, from the profits the Ramsgate Gas Company have made, 
that they ought to have charged only half the price they have. 

Mr. Browne: The people inside your municipal district are about 
400,000, and there are 700,000 or 800,000 ontside ; therefore the question 
of profit belongs to those outside equally with those who are inside ? 


There might be a 
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Witness : No, it does not. . F 

The CHarRMAN: Just answer one question, which may clear up matters. 
Is the town of Salford (which practically is related to Manchester .as St. 
Lawrence is to Ramsgate) within the 8s.4d.? ra 

Witness : Salford is entirely independent. It is aseparate municipality, 
itis a separate parliamentary borough, it both uence its own gas, and 
supplies water to its inhabitants, although it does so happen that the water 
is supplied by an old parliamentary arrangement, when we took up the old 
Salford Company many years ago. We _—v Salford with water in bulk 
at a price fixed many years ago, but the Salford people distribute it. The 
Salford people have their own gas-works, and they supply a very large 
district, both inside and outside their boundary. The two places are 
separated by a river, and are as distinct as London and Southwark. 

Cross-examination resumed: I herdly know in what position St. 
Lawrence lies in relation to Ramsgate; but if it joins, there is no reason 
why theyshould not pay just the same. _ 

Mr. LereH: There are no expensive mains to convey the gas from your 
own boundary to Cheadle ? 

Witness : You might have mentioned other places more to your pur- 
pose than Cheadle—Rusholme, for instance. There must be towns - 
touching all round Manchester. The price is 3s. 4d. and 3s. 10d., and the 
difference begins as soon as you get out of thecity. I have no hesitation 
in stating there is no ground on which the corporation can say they 
are not justified in charging to people outside rather a higher price for 
gas, because the works belong to the inhabitants, and they have a right, 
if there be any advantage, to obtain some benefit from it. 

Mr. Le1cH: What do you do with the profits that accrue from your sale 
of water ? 

Witness: The payment for our water is obtained in a somewhat dif- 
ferent manner to what exists in most other places. We have large water- 
works upon which we haye expended about £2,500,000, from which we 
supply not = the corporation but a very large district all round. Within 
the municipal boundary, the only payment we can obtain for water is the 
amount we receive in the shape of water-rates. We make a public rate, 
which is payable by the owners of all property within the city, and we 
make a domestic rate, which is payable by the occupier of every dwelling- 
house within the city. We profess and intend to supply the inhabitants 
within the city with water at cost price; and, in order to determine what 
those rates are to be, we have to make an annual statement showing what 
the receipts are likely to be outside for water, which, of course, is taken 
voluntarily, and paid for according to the scale of charges prescribed in 
the Act; and those charges, as I said before, cannot be more than 5 per 
cent., with a limitation not to exceed £10 to any house, exclusive of charges 
jor baths, and so on, but for which we have never charged. We take into 
account all we are likely to receive for trading purposes within and outside 
the city. Then, having ascertained the probable expenditure for the next 
year, we are authorized to make two rates to meet any deficiency—one, a 
public rate, and the other a domestic rate. The public rate at present 
is 3d. in the pound, and the domestic rate is 9d. in the pound, 
on the assessable value, not the gross rental. That would make 10d. 
in the pound on the gross annual value, adding the public rate and 
domestic rate together, one being paid by the owner, and the other by the 
occupier; whereas, outside, to those who take water from us voluntarily, 
we are authorized by the Act, and we do charge one shilling on the gross 
rental. 

Mr. J. H. Etheridge, examined by Mr. O’Hana. 

I am sanitary officer and road foreman at Ramsgate. I have had great 
difficulty in the discharge of my duties in respect to the sewers. In the 
summer time especially they get very much choked up by the insufficient 
supply of water to them. The rainfall at Ramsgate is very light, and 
consequently the sewers require frequent flushing. At times I have had 
six or seven men engaged in removing blocks in the sewers, which is a 
very offensive operation, detrimental to the public health, and objection- 
able to visitors. These blocks are caused by an insufficient supply of 
water where the closets are connected with the sewers. The sewers are 
blocked up mostly in the summer. I have endeavoured to remove this 
blocking by means of water, and have applied to the turncock to furnish a 
supply, but could not obtain it. His reason was that he could not supply 
me and the houses at the same time; and on one occasion he had to go and 
fill a ship with water. I have known visitors in summer leave in conse- 
quence of the roads being broken up and the offensive smell from the 
sewers. I have inspected about 800 houses in Ramsgate since last July 
and found the majority of them insufiiciently supplied with water, 
especially the small dwellings. When I have complained of the condition 
of the closets I have been met with the reply that there was no water. I 
do not anticipate this state of things being improved if the supply of water 
is continued in the hands of the company. In my visits to the houses, as 
sanitary inspector, I have found the water actually deficient. Last August, 
during the epidemic of scarlatina, I went to one house and ordered the 
clothes to be taken from a child, who was in a very dirty state, and put into 
water, and I had the disinfectant fluid put on at the same time; but the 
woman said, “‘ We have no water to put them in, and I have not had any 
since eight this morning.” The water-mains, so far as I have seen, are 
very badly laid. On one occasion the roller I was using broke the water- 
main in two or three places, and when the company’s men came and 
repaired it, we found it only lay 10 inches from the surface, whereas it 
ought to be 1 foot 10 inches. I have seen the service-pipes laid 3 inches 
from the surface, and have known the time when they have been frozen in 
winter; they ought to be laid at a depth of 9inches. The late surveyor 
complained very much about the manner in which they emptied the mains, 
and he suggested a plan by which they could empty them by a cock into 
the gullies, so that it went direct into the sewer, but no notice was taken 
of that. They have to empty the main whenever they disconnect or 
reconnect a service. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Leicu: When the roads are broken up they are 
repaired by the local board, and the expense incurred charged to the gasor 
water company, as the case may be. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Brownz: I experienced more of the shortness of 
water last year than in previous years, in many of the smaller dwellings 
especially, for I have seen children actually standing at the tap waiting 
for the water to come on before they could get a drink. A great portion 
of the complaints would be removed if the constant supply is sanctioned 
by Parliament and made obligatory on the company. 

Mr. E. Buss, examined by Mr. O’Hara. 

I have been superintendent of police at Ramsgate since May 9, 1870. I 
have experienced great inconvenience from the breaking up of the streets. 
Last week the High Street was broken up to supply water, owing to a 
change of tenancy. I have here the lamp report book since 1874. The 
constables have frequently made complaints of the badness of the light in 
the public lamps. I have reported the matter to the company, but the 
lamps are about the same now as when I first went to Ramsgate. In the 
police station the light is especially deficient after eleven at night; the 
men have been obliged to use oil. The water supply to the new police 
station is very deficient.. The tank there holds from 400 to 500 gallons, 
and that is very often not full. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lercu: I have never been to the chairman of 





the water company and said, “Things must be better;” it is not my duty. 
I have no wish to see the officials of the local board paramount over the 
company. 
Mr. J. Austin, examined by Mr. O'Hara. 

I am.a retired naval surgeon, and have lived at Ramsgate about twelve 
years, where I have considerable practice. I think it highly necessary 
there should be a constant supply; in fact, 1 think there should not be 
any cisterns at all, except for supplying water-closets and such like pur- 
poses. I have received complaints on various people of the insufficiency 
of water. I have on several occasions frames mg the cisterns, and found 
them uncovered and in a very dirty state; in many houses one cistern 
has been doing double duty. I have very little to say about the gas, ex- 
cept that some time ago it was very bad and very dear. I gave up my 
own supply in the dining-room, and use a lamp, as I find it less deleterions 
to the atmosphere, and gives sufficient light for me to read by. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Leicu: The landlord puts up the cistern undez 
the direction of the local board and sanitary authorities. The fittings 
should be kept in proper order by the householder, and I think, if the 
local board had the water, they would have full power to see to those 
things themselves. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Browne: There has been a great improvement 
in the gas, both as to quality and price, and I do not think there is much 
to complain of now. 

Mr. J. Veal, examined by Mr. O’Hanra. 

I am station-master at Ramsgate on the London, Chatham, and Dover 
Railway, and Margate is also under my management. The supply of gas 
to both these stations is from the Ramsgate Gas Company. The quality 
at Ramsgate used not to be good, but it has improved since this agitation. 
The pressure is bad, the station lying in the lowest part of the town. I 
am aware that Mr. Stride gave evidence last session in favour of the gas 
company. He is now general manager of the London, Tilbury, and 
Southend Railway; but he was formerly a district engineer of the London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway. Mr. Stride was asked last year, ‘“‘ With refer- 
ence to the pressure of gas in the station, did you yourself make any pro- 
vision about it?” His answer was, “ The waste of gas, and, as I thought, 
the consumption of gas, at the Ramsgate Station was excessive. I therefore 
instructed my gas inspector to put one of Tice’s regulators on the meter, 
and to change the nipple of every burner at the station, so that they could 
not possibly consume more than 4 feet per hour.” In reference to that, I 
have never heard of there befmg any complaint of waste of gas. With 
regard to the regulator and the changing the nipples, I can only say that 
if that order was given, it was never carried out in its entirety to my 
knowledge. Mr. Stride also said, “Never mind what pressure there would 
be on the main, they could not by any possibility get more than 4 feet an 
hour.” That is not so, because it is quite dependent on the size of the 
burner and of the nipple what the consumption would be. We have a 
constant supply of water, our station being at the very lowest part of the 
town, and on a constant main. Mr. Stride stated last year that the whole 
of the leaden pipes had been taken up, and replaced with iron ones; but 
that is not the case, because there are some leaden pipes in use at the 
present time. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Leicu: I am perfectly satisfied with the supply 
of water. Mr. Stride stated last year that I implored him to take the 
regulator off, but I deny that statement. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Browne: I do not know that the London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway are to be exempt from two-thirds of the 
rates for gas and water purposes. 

John ieole, examined by Mr. O’Hara. 

I am an engine-driver on the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway. 
The statement made by Mr. Stride last year, that the water at Ramsgate 
was so good that the drivers would run 30 miles to get it, is not true. The 
Faversham water is far superior to the Ramsgate water. The Ramsgate 
water is a little better than the Margate water; but I would get rid of 
both to get Faversham water. Our engines do not cost so much for 
repairs by using Faversham water that they do if we use Ramsgate water, 
which causes a priming in the boilers. The Ramsgate water is much worse 
in the summer than in the winter. 

The Cuarrman said the committee would adjourn until the following 
Monday, when they hoped to hear that the parties had agreed among 
themselves. 

(To be continued.) 


ADVANCE IN THE Price or Gas Coat.—We understand a general advance 
in the price of gas coal has taken place this year, and the demand which 
has just set in for the season is expected to be unusually brisk. This isa 
curious feature in the present crisis of the trade, and is supposed to be 
principally due to the large increase in the consumption of gas at home, and 
the rapid development of gas lighting abroad. As no other country in the 
world possesses such rich cannel coal as Scotland, and particularly 
Lanarkshire, the present advance is likely to prove welcome to those coal 
masters who are fortunate enough to have a cannel seam at their collieries. 
—Glasgow Herald. 

ProposED PURCHASE OF THE LoneTox G.:s-Worxks.—Want of space 
again compels us to defer the publication of proceedings in Parliament on 
the Longton Gas Bill, although the report has been in type for more than a 
week. We may state, however, that the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Corporation reported to a meeting of the Town Council on Thursday last the 
terms upon which the gas-works would be transferred to the Corporation, 
the maximum price of gas to be 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet in the borough, and 
within a radius of one mile outsidethe borough, from the gas-works; and 
outside the mile radius 7s. 6d., until 1880, when it would be reduced to 4s. 
per 1000 feet. After the Bill had meee the House of Commons, the same 
day it was taken before Lord Redesdale, and was satisfactorily passed, it 
being arranged that the repayment of the purchase-money should extend 
over a period of 70 years. 

BurstTinG ofr a Reservorn.—Terrible destruction has been caused by the 
bursting of a reservoir dam at Staffordville, a manufacturing town in Pro- 
vidence, United States. The reservoir was a mile long by nearly half a 
mile wide, the water being used for milling purposes. Heavy rains had 
filled the dam, and about six o’clock on the evening of the 27th of March 
the water tore away the bank and flowed down the valley like a cataract, 
destroying everything in its course. Several bridges on the railroad and 
highway were swept away. The National Bank at Staffordville, the Con- 
gregational Church, and several stores and houses were destroyed. Two 
mills were damaged, and in all about 30 buildings were demolished, while 
several manufactories have been thrown idle. Fortunately, the people 
living in the-village below the dam were forewarned of the danger, and 
had time to escape to a place of safety, but two men who remained behind 
were drowned. A portion of the railway was carried away, and two rail- 
way bridges, one 148 feet long. The actual loss caused by the disaster is 
set down at nearly half a million dollars. The water was 80 feet deep, 
and advanced through the gorge like a wall of water. Not a tree was left 
se along its course, and the ground was furrowed to a depth of 
35 feet. 
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Miscellaneous Aetvs. 


THE GAS REFEREES AND THE BOARD OF TRADE. 
CoRRESPONDENCE IN REGARD TO PURIFICATION FROM SULPHUR. 


(No. 1.) 
R. 8720. Board of Trade — _ London, S.W., 

Gentlemen,—With reference to the enclosed correspondence which has 
been transmitted to this department by The Gaslight and Coke Company, 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to make the following obser- 
vations :— 

There appears to be no doubt, from the information contained in this 
ecietapoaleties, that a nuisance is created by the present system of the 
purification of gas by means of lime. : 

It is also clear from the terms of The Gaslight and Coke Company’s 
Act, 1876, that the amount of freedom from sulphur impurity which the 
Gas Referees are to prescribe,is made subject to the condition that a 
nuisance is not created thereby. The only question, therefore, appears to 
the Board of Trade to be whether the company can restrict this impurity 
to the amount required by the Referees without creating a nuisance. 

Tam directed to request that the Referees will state whether, in their 
opinion, the maximum amount, as at present fixed, of sulphur impurity 
with which gas supplied by the company shall be allowed to be charged, 
can be maintained without creating a nuisance. 

If, in their opinion, such a maximum cannot be so maintained, I am to 
suggest, for the consideration of the Referees, whether the maximum should 
not be increased. d 

The correspondence being in original, I am to request that you will be 
; ae enough to return it to the secretary to the company when you have 

one with it. : 

Tam also to request that you will furnish the Board of Trade with a 
reply to this letter at your earliest possible convenience. 

Iam, &c., 
(Signed) Henry G. CALcrart. 
The Gas Referees, 17, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, W.C. 


——_ ——_ 


(No. 2.) 
17, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, W.C., March 5, 1877. 

Sir,—On the 11th of December last Mr. Calcraft sent us, in a letter 
marked R. 8720, some correspondence transmitted to the Board of Trade 
by The Gaslight and Coke Company, respecting certain nuisances stated 
to be caused by the system of lime purification. 

Mr. Calcraft remarked that there could be no doubt that a nuisance 
was created, and, after referring to the Act of Parliament, requested us to 
state whether, in our opinion, ‘the maximum amount, as at present fixed, 
of sulphur impurity with which the gas supplied by the company shall 
be allowed to be charged, can be maintained without creating a nuisance.” 

In answering this question we wish first to call the attention of the 
Board of Trade to some facts in the history of the purification of gas from 
sulphur. 

. For nearly 30 years after gas was first used for illumination, the process 
universally and exclusively adopted to purify the gas from sulphur in all 
its forms consisted in bringing it into contact with lime, which was 
sometimes suspended in water, and sometimes in a solid state. The lime 
» go used became fouled, and was liable, if exposed freely to the atmosphere, 
to give off offensive effluvia; but during this period, by the careful manage- 
ment of gas engineers, the manufacture appears to have gone on generally 
without impediment. 

About 28 years ago another purifying agent was discovered—namely, 
oxide of iron. This had the advantage over lime that it was cheaper (as it 
could after being fouled be revivified and used again), and that the effluvium 
when it was exposed to the air was less offensive than that from refuse 
lime. For this reason oxide of iron gradually came to be substituted for 
lime in many gas-works, particularly in those of large size. 

In process of time, however, as the methods of testing gas improved, it 
was found that although oxide of iron completely removed from gas the 
most important sulphur impurity—namely, sulphuretted hydrogen, it still 
left an amount of sulphur in other forms, varying from 25 to 40 grains per 
100 cubic feet of gas. 

It will be recollected that the presence in gas of this amount of sulphur 
attracted considerable attention about the time that the Board of Gas 
Referees was first established, and formed the subject of several reports 
made by the Referees to the Board of Trade. 

The present Referees were appointed in 1872. Our first step in the 
matter was to hold a meeting with the engineers of the Chartered Com- 
pany and discuss the subject fully with them, after which, with their 
assent, we fixed, in our notification for September, 1872, a maximum for 
the works at Bow and Beckton “‘ where lime could be freely used” of 20 
grains, leaving the amount for other works still undetermined. 

We carefully considered the question of possible nuisance from the use 
of lime in urban stations; we made ourselves acquainted with what was 
done elsewhere, and we found that the use of oxide was by no means 
common in the gas-works throughout the country. We were informed 
that in many large towns lime was still used; and in some which we 
visited we found that no nuisance was thereby caused. 

We had at the same time abundant evidence that the public anxiety for 
a more complete removal of sulphur, which had found expression in the 
Acts under which we were appointed, had not abated. Accordingly, on 
March 31, 1873, we gave notice to the companies that on the 30th of June 
we should require gas from all works to conform to the standard of a 
maximum of 20 grains. 

As the time approached, the companies represented to us that their 
arrangements for the use of lime were not perfected, and on the 30th of June 
we had an interview with Mr. Chubb, the secretary of the Imperial Gas 
Company, and we copy from our minute-book a statement formally made 
to us by him :— 

Mr. Chubb stated that the Imperial Company had now become convinced (and they 
fully admitted the fact) that by means of lime purification the sulphur could be kept 
down, and that by clearing the gas of ammonia the nuisance could be prevented, so as 
to render the lime process practicable at any of their works. But they had difficulties 
from the limited extent and defective arrangements of their purifiers, and they asked 
an extension of time to enable them to make the necessary addition. 


Mr. Chubb convinced us of the reasonableness of his appeal, and on the 
same day we issued the following notification, raising the maximum at 
urban works to 25 grains :— 

17, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, W.C., June 30, 1873. 

The Gas Referees have to make the following announcement as to the ‘sulphur 
maximum ” :— 

For gas made at Beckton and Bow the maximum shall remain fixed at 20 grains. 

But the Referees have determined, in consideration of various difficulties which the 
gas panies have ed in attempting to reduce the amount of sulphur below 
20 grains at works less favourably situated, to allow at these works, from this date until 
the 30th of September, a maximum of 25 grains. 

During the winter half year it is the intention of the Referees, in further consideration 
of the increased quantity of gas which the companies have to make, to raise the maximum 
to 80 grains, 








But the Referees wish it to be understood that they sanction these maxima for the 
tiods named only because it appears that at several gas-works the purifying apparatus 
is on an insufficient scale, and in the hope that the e thus granted will be used b. 
the companies in making such additions and improvements as will secure to the publi, 
a higher standard of purity for the future. 
(Signed) A. Vernon Harcourt, Wiiu1am Por, 


The Board will recollect, as an evidence of the public feeling on the 
subject, that this concession was complained of by the authorities of the 
City in strong terms. 

After carefully watching the operation of the system of purification by 
lime, we were s0 satisfied with the results obtained that in the summer of 
1875 we made a further reduction of the maximum. Thé companies made 
no earnest objection to this, but expressed an anxiety lest we should press 
them further, which we assured them, in the present state of know edge 
and practice on the subject, it was not our intention to do. 

The following table will show the maximum amounts fixed by us for all 
the works under our control during each half-yearly period since Septem- 
ber, 1872. The increase for the winter months is on account of the Aaa 
make of gas and the consequently greater difficulty of effecting the 
purification. 


Half-Yearly Periods. Suburban Works. Urban Works. 


Grains. rains. 
Winter half year, 1872-3. . .... 20 ‘5 — 
March to June, 1878 . ..... - 20 > — 
June to ce cent ey ee 0% 20 ae 25 
Winter half year, 1878-4. . .... 20 eis 30 
Summer half year, 1874. . . ie eae 
Winter half year, 1874-5. . ° 20 eo 25 
Summer half year, 1875 . . ‘ 15 20 


Winter half year, 1875-6. . .... 2 = .. 9% 
Summer half year, 1876... ... me. ee 
Winter half year, 1876-7. . . . 2» « 2 .. 2 


During the first four years the complaints of nuisance were compara- 
tively few and unimportant; but within the last half year they have 
become more serious and general. 

The papers you have sent us contain four sets of complaints, in regard 
to the works at Shoreditch, Pimlico, Bromley, and Fulham, respectively. 
We knew nothing of the Pimlico and Bromley complaints till we received 
your letter; but we have now inquired into all, and have reported to you 
on each separately. 

The Shoreditch complaint you will find reported on in our letter to you 
of Nov. 22, 1876. The ae complaint had arisen from an accidental 
and temporary cause, which had ceased; the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood had no longer any grievance to urge, and although there was some 
bad smell given off, this was caused by the neglect of proper precautions. 

In the Pimlico case, our report to you of the 4th of January last shows 
that there was reasonable ground of complaint, but that in this instance 
also the nuisance was clearly due to the company’s imperfect arrange- 
ments for the removal of the foul lime. 

A copy of our — on the Bromley case was sent you on the 22nd of 
January. The works are in a very open neighbourhood, but we found 
that no precautions were taken in emptying the purifiers, and thus the 
smell was probably carried to some distance. 

On the Fulham case we ——_ to you on the 22nd of January. At 
this station various well-considered precautions were taken in the removal 
of the lime, and no doubt with good effect. But the actual process of 
emptying the purifiers we found less satisfactory; we suggested some 
improvements, and we saw no reason to doubt the pogibility of avoiding 
nuisance if yom care were used throughout. 

At each of these stations, except Pimlico, the purifiers stand in the open 
air, a position which must lead to the spreading by the wind of the dust 
and vapours evolved during the emptying of the purifiers. In works where 
the purifiers are enclosed in a covered building or shed this effect is almost 
entirely prevented. 

We have reason to believe that in some instances the nuisance has been 
due to causes independent of the lime purification; and we need hardly 
point out how very easily, by relaxing the necessary care in any depart- 
ment of the manufacture, nuisance may arise. 

We believe, moreover, that much more lime is used than is requisite for 
the purpose of removing sulphur. Atleast nine-tenths of the lime employed 
serves another useful but quite distinct purpose, that of removing carbonic 
acid and thus improving the illuminating power of the gas. If other 
means (such, for example, as are now in use at the South Metropolitan 
Gas-Works) should be found available for the removal of carbonic acid, 
the discharging of a lime purifier would be a much less frequent event, 
and might be conducted in a more leisurely and careful manner. 

It is not to be denied, however, that the refuse lime is offensive, and 
that, if care be not taken, the offensive smell may be carried to some 
distance. But it is surely nothing new to have to deal with offensive 
materials in large gas-works. If great care were not used in regard to 
other products and other processes of gas manufacture, intolerable 
nuisances would be occurring continually. But itis part of the duty of 
intelligent engineers and managers to prevent these nuisances; as a rule 
they succeed in doing so; and the removal of refuse lime need form no 
exception, if proper skill and consideration were brought to bear. 

But we ourselves look on the use of lime for the reduction of the sulphur 
compounds as only a ae expedient. Other less objectionable pro- 
cesses have been proposed which give great promise, and which probably 
only require energetic and skilful trial to come into successful use. And 
no doubt others may be discovered if the attention of gas chemists and 
engineers is earnestly directed to the subject. 

We believe The Gaslight and Coke Company are at a considerable dis- 
advantage in regard to their engineering. It might naturally be expected 
that a gas —— supplying more than half of London, and having 
about seven millions of capital, would have some eminent responsible and 
active head engineer to direct and control their scientific and manufac- 
turing arrangements. But there is no such officer. Mr. Evans (whose 
great knowledge, ability, and experience are known to the Board of Trade 
as well as to ourselves) no longer o¢eupies this position ; and the manage- 
ment is in each case left to a local superintendent of the special place of 
manufacture. 

We have no reasen to doubt the competency of these gentlemen for the 
—— they hold; indeed, we know some of them to be men of ability. 

ut we notice among them a singular diversity of opinion and practice, 
and some disinclination, perhaps natural, to cope with a problem new to 
their experience. 

They have expressed their readiness to try any suggestions made by us; 
and we have pointed out some of the more obvious defects in the processes 
we have seen; but it isnot our province to act as the company’s engineers 
or chemical advisers. The absence of any well-qualified technical head 
with whom we could communicate on the general problem has been a 
source of continual inconvenience, and we are convinced that if the 
subject were earnestly taken in hand by a person so qualified, all the difii- 
culties attending it would soon disappear. 

It is clearly the intention of the Acts now in force that the gas com- 
panies shall be required to reduce the amount of sulphur in all forms, as 
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11 as wholly to remove sulphuretted hydrogen. The question we have 
hed to decide is how far this amount can be reduced, considering what is 
reasonable, and especially the necessity of avoiding nuisance. 

It will be seen from the preceding statement that until the sudden out- 
preak of complaints of nuisance ing the past half year, we had no 
reason to doubt the ibility of maintaining the standard of purity 
which we have prescribed. And now that we have inquired into the mode 
of working wherever complaints of nuisance have arisen, we are still of 
opinion that this standard may be maintained without y= | to the 
neighbourhood of the works, if a reasonable amount of skill and care is 


mployed. 

. Bs the Bill which The Gaslight and Coke Company have brought before 
Parli t, in order to free themselves from the obligation to remove 
sulphur compounds other than sulphuretted hydrogen, the question is 
raised whether the purification of gas to the extent now practised is worth 
the trouble it entails. It is a question of the balance of advantages 
between a more complete purification, attended by a greater risk of local 
nuisance and a somewhat greater cost, and, on the other hand, a less 
complete purification at less cost and with less risk of nuisance. 

ile admitting that there is much to be said in favour of the view 
that the presence in gas of the small amount of sulphur which lime puri- 
fication removes, is of no great consequence to the consumer, we are still 
of opinion that it would be a measure of questionable expediency to relieve 
the companies altogether from the obligation to make and supply gas as 
pure as can reasonably be required, because the main inducement to 
jnvention and effort in this direction would thus be removed. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servants, 
(Signed) A. G. VeRNon Harcourt. 
WituraM Pore. 
Joun TYNDALL. 
To the Assistant Secretary, Railway Department, Board of Trade. 


(No. 3.) 
[This letter relates to the complaints of nuisance at the Haggerston 
works, and was published in the Journat of the 2nd of January last, 
page 17. 


(No. 4.) 
17, Buckingham Street, W.C., Jan. 4, 1877. 

Sir,—Among the papers which accompanied your letter to us of the 
llth of December, were some complaints of a nuisance proceeding from 
the gas-works in Lupus Street, Pimlico. 

We had previously heard nothing of these complaints, but on receiving 
your letter we thought it our duty to visit the works in question, and make 
inquiries on the spot. 

We called at the office of Mr. Cubitt, who had made a complaint on 
behalf of his lessees living in the neighbourhood of the works, and from 
the report of Mr. Cubitt’s agent, confirmed by our own observations, as 
well as from the memorial which you have forwarded to us, we have no 
doubt that at certain times a nuisance is occasioned. 

On inspecting the processes in use for removing the refuse lime, we had 
no difficulty in tracing the nuisance to its source. 

It does not arise within the works, the manager of which appears to 
succeed in performing all the necessary operations about the purifiers 
without causing any effluvium likely to be perceptible outside. It arises 
during the discharge of the refuse lime into barges lying on the river 
quay. 

The works being separated from the river by the Grosvenor Road, the 
company cart the lime from the purifier to the river side, where it is 
thrown from the carts into the barges, generally lying at some depth below. 
This process, which is carried on in the open air, causes a great agitation 
of the lime, which naturally gives rise to an offensive smell. 

We are somewhat surprised, considering that lime purification has been 
used at these works for some years, that the engineers to the company 
have not made arrangements for effecting the transfer of the lime from the 
carts to the barges in a quieter manner, and under such cover as would 
prevent any offensive effluvium from spreading about the neighbourhood. 
At the Fulham Gas-Works, which now belong to the same company, pre- 
cautions of this nature are taken, and we believe with success. 

We are devoting our best attention to the subject of your letter, and 
hope shortly to send you a more general answer. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) A. Vernon Harcourt. 
WirtiuaM PoLe. 
JoHN TYNDALL. 
To the Assistant Secretary, Railway Department, Board of Trade. 





(No. 5. 
17, Buckingham Street, W.C., Jan. 11, 1877. 

Dear Sir,—Having received, from your superintendent at Bromley 
station, a notice that he would open a lime purifier yesterday, we attended 
and witnessed the operation. 

We found that the refuse lime was emptied by manual labour into open 
trucks, which were drawn away and dischargea upon the waste land. In 
this process much agitation and exposure of the lime to the air were 
caused, and much dust was made; the consequence being, naturally, the 
me ge of an offensive smell, which, no doubt, would be carried away 

y the wind. 

No precaution of any kind was taken to prevent this result, except by 
sprinkling a little coal or ash-dust on the surface of the lime in the 
a, which did no good, as the lime was immediately stirred up again 

y the shovels of the men. 

The deposited lime was, we found, covered over with earth, and we do 
not think any nuisance arises therefrom. 

_, The works are situated in a very open neighbourhood, the West Ham 
district, from which the complaints come, being two miles away. 

If it is found that this situation of the works does not relieve you from 
the necessity of using such precautions as are adopted at other works in 
more crowded neighbourhoods, no doubt your directors will see the ad- 
visability of taking such precautions. We are, &c., 

(Signed) A. Vernon Harcourt. 
7 Wituiam Pore. 
J. O. Phillips, Esq., The Gaslight and Coke Company. 


Ng 


(No. 6. 
[This letter refers to the alleged nuisance at the Fulham works, and was 
published in the Journat of the 30th of January, page 159.) 
(No. 7.) 
The Gaslight and Coke Company, Horseferry Road, 
: Westminster, S.W., Jan. 16, 1877. 

Dear Sirs,—The observations on the statement of the vestry of the 
parish of Chelsea with reference to the alleged nuisance arising from the 
company’s station at Fulham, which, in obedience to the request con- 
tained in your letter on the 18th of November last, I have to make, 
and with which I may couple those in connexion with other stations of 





Se company which have been the subject of public complaint, are very 
ew. 


Prior to the year 1860 gas companies were in the habit of purifying their 
gas from sulphur compounds by means of lime, which is no doubt the most 
effective — for the purpose, but the annoyance to the public caused by 
its removal induced this and other companies to abandon it, and to adopt 
the somewhat less efficient, but also decidedly less offensive, process of 
purification by oxide of iron. 

Subsequently to 1868 the higher standard of purity required by the Gas 
Referees appointed under the General Act passed in that year necessitated a 
return to the employment of lime, for the use of which this company has - 
expended, and is now expending, very large sums of capital on the addi- 
tional plant required; and wherever the purifiers have been adapted to 
the views of the Gas Referees, and brought into action there, as the evidence 
of the Chief Gas Examiner shows, the company has successfully and 
uniformly maintained the high degree of purity which the Gas Referees 
have enjoined. 

I venture, however, to submit that section 36 of the City of London 
Gas Act, 1868, which is re-enacted by section 30 of The Gaslight and 
Coke Company Act, 1876, has been insufficiently regarded by the Gas 
Referees, because, although no question exists as to the ability of the com- 
pany to obey the notification of the Referees, either theoretically or practi- 
cally, it is manifest, from the complaints in the neighbourhood of those of 
the company’s stations which are nearest to densely populated districts or 
to houses of a superior class, that the process necessitated by the present 
prescribed standard of purity is not without annoyance to the inhabitants, 
and of this fact, notwithstanding that it is disputed by the Gas Referees, 
the officers and servants of the company, as well as the public, have the 
evidence of their own senses. These complaints, as they have arisen, have 
been reported to the Gas Referees, who have made many suggestions 
which have been immediately acted upon by the company’s engineers, 
with a view to check the exhalations which arise from foul lime in the 
course of removal from the purifiers, but they have in no instance tended 
nuee to remove or even to modify the evil, and it is now abundantly 
clear— 

1. That the standard of purity required by the Gas Referees is practically 
unattainable except by the employment of lime as a purifying agent. 

2. That the nuisance to the neighbourhood in which the works are 
situate is inseparable from its use. ; 

The directors, therefore, renew their application to the Gas Referees to 
exercise the powers vested in them by the 31st clause of The Gaslight 
and Coke Company Act, 1876, and to fix such a maximum (say 40 grains) 
for sulphur, as is compatible with the use of an inoffensive purifying 
agent. 

“In the event of their declining to adopt this suggestion, the directors 
appeal to the Gas Referees to apply to this company the regulation now 
imposed upon the Commercial Company—viz., that the amount of sulphur 
impurity to be found in the company’s gas be simply recorded, pending 
the result of an application to Parliament on the subject in the ensuing 
session. Iam, &c., 

(Signed) J. O. Putiurrs, Secretary. 

To the Gas Referees, 17, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, W.C. 


(No. 8.) 
17, Buckingham Street, W.C., Jan. 23, 1877. 

Dear Sir,—We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th 
of January. 

We regret that we cannot concur in the opinion you express that 
“nuisance to the neighbourhood in which the works are situate is in- 
separable from the use of lime.” 

The reason why no maximum for sulphur has been imposed hitherto on 
the Commercial Gas Company, is simply that their preparations for lime 
purification are not yet completed. We are, &c., 

(Signed) A. Vernon Harcourt. 
Wii.uaM Poe, 
JoHN TYNDALL. 

J. O. Phillips, Esq., The Gaslight and Coke Company. 

We have been favoured with a copy of a letter addressed by The Gas- 
light and Coke Company, on the Tih inst., to the Secretary of the Board of 
Trade, replying generally to the above correspondence between the Depart- 
ment and the Referees. It is as follows :— 

The Gaslight and Coke Company, Horseferry Road, 
Westminster, S.W., April 7, 1877. 

Sir,—I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th ult., transmitting, for the information of the court of directors of this 
company, a printed copy of correspondence between the Board of Trade and 
the Gas Referees, relative to the removal of sulphur impurity from gas, in 
which correspondence is found your letter of Dec. 11, 1876, stating that 
“there appears to be no doubt thai a nuisance is created by the present 
system of the purification of gas by means of lime,” and as “it is also 
clear, from the terms of The Gaslight and Coke Company’s Act, 1876, 
that the amount of freedom from sulphur impurity, which the Gas 
Referees are to prescribe, is made subject to the condition that a nuisance 
is not created thereby, the only question, therefore, appears to the Board 
of Trade to be, whether The Gaslight and Coke Company can restrict this 
impurity to the amount required by the Referees without creating a 
nuisance,” inquiring also, ‘‘whether the maximum amount, as at present 
fixed, of sulphur impurity with which gas supplied by the company shall 
be allowed to be charged, can be maintained without creating a nuisance,” 
and suggesting, for the consideration of the Referees, “if, in their opinion, 
such a maximum cannot be so maintained, whether the maximum should 
not be increased.” The correspondence also includes the letter of the Gas 
Referees, dated the 5th ult., which is their reply to your letter. 

It is desirable that I should state that on the 16th ult. the directors, 
unacquainted with the correspondence above alluded to, deputed three of 
their number—viz., the Hon. Richard Howe Browne, Governor; Mr. E. V 
Richards, Q.C., Deputy-Governor ; and Mr. Evans, late Gas Referee, and 
till recently the company’s Engineer-in-Chief, to wait upon the Gas 
Referees, and discuss with them the sulphur question, taken in connexion 
with the 30th section of the company’s Act of 1876, quoted by you, with a 
view to ascertain whether, by inducing the Referees to concede an 
increased maximum, it were possible to obviate the necessity for the very 
costly inquiry which must be entailed by the prosecution of the company’s 
Bill now before Parliament bearing upon that subject. 

The deputation, still ignorant of the communications above a, 
by appointment attended the Gas Referees on Monday, the 19th ult., an 
propounded the views of the court, that the existing sulphur maximum 
should be extended. The Gas Referees met the proposition made to them 
by a reference to their letter of the 5th ult. to the Board of Trade, which 
was then read for the first time to the deputation. 

The directors thereupon re-stated the object of their application, to which 
the Gas Referees have since expressed their indisposition to accede. 

It is therefore, in the opinion of the court, desirable to examine some 
of the allegations contained in the Gas Referees letter, and to communicate 
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to the Board of Trade the court’s views on them; but inasmuck as the 
directors and their officers will shortly most probably find themselves face 
to face with the Gas Referees before either a parliamentary committee 
or a court of law, it is unnecessary at the present moment to trouble you 
‘with categorical replies to the whole of the charges brought against them 
‘by the Gas Referees, and they have therefore directed me in this letter to 
confine myself to points which will neither in one way nor the other 
materially affect the question at issue raised by the company’s present Bill. 
In passing to more particular matters, it is necessary, in few words 
only, to advert to the opening statements in the letter of the 5th ult., which 
the Gas Referees designate as historical facts, which statements serve at 
the outset to show the very limited knowledge of the subject possessed by 
the Gas Referees, and the small pains they have been at to acquaint them- 
selves with the history of gas purification. The directors are no in 
the trade which they have undertaken, of gas suppliers to London. 
Guided by the constant study of the traditions of the past, as well as by 
the matured experience which the daily conduct of the oldest and the 
largest gas company in the world has given them, the directors, acting in 
the double capacity of trustees for their shareholders and servants of the 
public, have attained that “practical knowledge and experience in the 
manufacture and supply of gas” which is not to be acquired by the mere 
student, nor whetet by laboratory experiments alone, and which, though 
explicitly enjoined by the 29th section of the City of London Gas Act, 
1868, as the qualification for at least onz of the number, is, according to the 
thinking of the court, —— by no one of the three Gas Referees. 

The Gaslight and Coke Company Act, 1876, by the 30th section, previously 
recited, requires that “‘ The Gas Referees shall, from time to time, ascer- 
tain with what degree of purity the Ss can reasonably be required 
to make and supply gas continuously without occasioning a nuisance to 
the neighbourhood in which the works are situate, and shall thereupon 
prescribe and certify the maximum amount of impurity in each form with 
which gas supplied by the company shall be allowed to be charged,” and 
acting in pursuance ofthat clause, and upon the best judgment which they 
possess in the matter, the Gas Referees have fixed such a standard of 
purity as is practically unattainable, exce . by the employment of lime as 
a purifying agent; and the directors nc assert, and will at the proper 
time be prepared to prove, that ‘nuisa’ : to the neighbourhood in which 
the works are situate,” is, in the prese: « state of scientific knowledge, un- 
avoidable, if the requirements of the Gas Referees are to be carried out. 

The Board of Trade will, therefore, observe that while the company are 
liable, under the general law of the land, to an indictment for nuisance, 
and to consequent penalties if they po obey the injunctions of the Gas 
Referees, they are, under the 51st section of the company’s Act of last 

ear, liable to a penalty of £100 a week for every one of their nine manu- 
acturing stations if they po nor. The inconsistency of such a position is 
at once apparent. 

Up to the present time, the company have implicitly obeyed the instruc- 
tions of the Gas Referees, and the result has, at times, been an amount of 
annoyance to the public, which the directors do not feel justified in disre- 
garding. Since the complaints of nuisance first arose, the Gas Referees 
have, very properly, and in the exercise of their duty, repeatedly, and at 
all hours, with and without notice, visited several of the company’s 
stations, and investigated the processes of manufacture and purification, 
with a view to detect, if —— any error in manipulation to which nui- 
sance might be attributed. They have, in every instance, received from the 
company’s engineers the very fullest information and co-operation. They 
have, from time to time, made their own suggestions for the abatement of 
the evil. Those suggestions have, to the very last letter, and by the ex- 
press injunctions of the court, been acted upon by the company’s 
engineers; and not in the spirit, as insinuated by the Gas Referees, of a 
wish to frustrate them, but with the honest and sincere desire to render 
even the most unpromising suggestion a success. In no one instance has 
success resulted, and the Gas Referees, unable themselves to cure the evil 
for which they alone are responsible, are, therefore, driven to the course 
of laying at the door of the company’s engineers a want of “ proper skill 
and consideration.” 

“ Other processes” than the use of lime purifiers, say the Gas Referees, 
have been proposed, “‘which give great promise, and which probably 
only require energetic and skilful trial to come into successful use.” 
Notably and pre-eminently among these “other processes” stands the 
process which, in deference to the expressed wish of the Board of Trade, 
the directors permitted one of the existing Gas Referees to make the 
subject of experiment at this station in the years 1874 and 1875. This 
experiment, which had the benefit of trial, under the sole control, sup- 
ported by all the “energy” and “skill,” of the gentleman in question, 
underwent a variety of changes, chiefly from bad to worse, lasted during 





a period of nearly 18imonths,.cost this company, at whose expense it 
carried out,mearly £2000, and terminated in sigualifailare. Ms 

The directors would willingly have refrained from entering upon per- 
sonal questions, but they cannot but remark the inimical spirit which 
characterizes. the letter of the Gas Referees, and its general inaccuracy of 
statement, as well as. the personality indulged in by them at the expense 
of the company’s engineers. The directors have, therefore, no alternative 
but to defend their own management and the ability of their scientific 
officers as.they best may. 

The Gas Referees. know little of the constitution. of the eourt of direc. 
tors, upon. whose raanagement they cast impuéations, or they would be 
aware that Mr. Evans, the company’s late engineer-in-chief, “ whose great 
knowledge, ability, and experience are known to the Board of Trade as 
well as to themselves,” now occupies a seat at the court, of which he isthe 
trusted adviser, and who, from his additional experience as a former Gas 
Referee, is able to weigh the edicts of the present body of Referees, and 
estimate them at their full value. 

The Gas Referees (although in dealing with this question they have not 
visited the whole of the company’s stations, and have therefore had no 
sufficient, if any, opportunity for testing the attainments of some of the 
engineers whom they disparage) express their belief that “the eompany 
are at a considerable disadvantage in regard to theix engineering.” The 
company’s engineers frankly and warmly confixm all that the Gas Referees 
say 1n praise of their former colleague, Mr. Ewans,; but the directors are. 
bound, in justice to those gentlemen who are still in charge of their works, 
to state that they are not sensible of the disadvantage alluded to, nor has 
the engineering of the company in any way suffered since Mr. Evans 
aceepted his well-earned seat at the court as a director of the 
company, and they accordingly challenge the Gas Referees to 
show results of working in any other company, metropolitan or 
provincial, superior to those which are achieved by the engineers 
of this company. The Gas Referees are surprised “that a gas com- 
pany supplying more than half of London has not some eminent respon- 
sible and active head engineer to direct and control their scientific 
and manufacturing arrangements, Mr. Evans no longer occupying this 
position,” and they go on to lament “the absence among the company’s 
existing engineers of any well-qualified technical head with whom they 
could communicate on the general problem.” The directors are of opinion 
that in working out this principle they, on their part, may very fairly urge 
the advantage which would arise were the number of Gas Referees limited 
toone instead of three, care being taken that that one should be “competent” 
and “practical.” In effect, the complaint of the Gas Referees amounts to 
this, that of the nine thoroughly practical, experienced, and well-qualified 
gentlemen who act as engineers of the company’s stations, those with 
whom the Gas Referees have taken the trouble to communicate at all on 
this subject are found to hold opinions of their own, which, although 
cordially endorsed by the directors, including Mr. Evans, unfortunately 
do not always coincide with those of the Gas Referees. It is possible that, 
from the great and increasing magnitude of the company’s operations, the 
appointment of an engineer-in-chief may one d@y become matter of 
expediency; but the directors (who deem themselves the best judges of the 
proper mode of conducting their own affairs), after more than once giving 
the question due consideration, have thought it well to refrain, for the 
present, from making such an appointment. It has not, however, occurred 
to them that any inconvenience, either to the company or to the public, 
can possibly result, notwithstanding the fact that, as the Gas Referees very 
justly observe, “it is not their province to act as the company’s engineers 
or chemical advisers.” 

As before stated, it is not the intention of the directors in this letter 
to occupy your time in the discussion of specific points of manufacture, 
&c., which will ere long be fully argued elsewhere. They will now only 
draw the attention of the Board of Trade to the following facts :—That in 
Paris, and, so far as they are aware, in every other city of the Continent, 
testing for sulphur compounds other than sulphuretted hydrogen is un- 
known ; that out of the many corporations or local boards which are now 
supplying gas in England and Scotland, one only is subjected to any addi- 
tional restriction, and (which is most significant) that a reference to the 
draft Bill introduced in the session of 1875 by the Metropolitan Board of 
Works and Corporation of London jointly for themselves, undertaking the 
supply of gas to London in competition with the existing gas companies, 
will show that the restrictions as to purity, which they so labour to impose 
and enforce uponjthis company, are, when they themselves are in the case, 
conspicuous by their absence. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. O. Puriurps, Secretary. 

The Assistant Secretary, Railway Department, Board of Trade. 





LONDON GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the 
‘Freemason’s Tavern, Great Queen Street, on Wednesday, the 4th inst.— 
Masor Rorpet Hawes, Esq., the Governor, in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. J. Dove) read the notice of meeting, and the 
share register having been sealed, the following report and statements of 
account were presented :— 

Annexed to this report your directors. submit the half-yearly accounts, which show 
the result of the manufacture and distribution of gas to Dec. 31, 1876. 

In comparing the accounts now submitted to the meeting with those of the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year, it is satisfactory to find that, although the reduc- 
tions in the charge made to the public for gaa have amounted to nearly £7009, the 
actual decrease in the gas-rer is ouly £1670. There has beer a diminished revenue 
from the sale of coke, but this has been met by the advantageous sales of the other 
products. 








| 
| 
| 
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It will be seen that the profits of the half year under review will leave, after providing 
for dividends ou preference capital, the sum of £30,517 6s. 1ld. applicable to dividend 
on the ordinary capital. The directors recommend that the usual dividends be declared ; 
viz., on all classes of preference stocks and shares at their respective rates, and at the 
rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the ordinary stock. Such dividends to be paid on 
April 16, 1877. 

In accordance with the resolution of the extraordinary meeting of proprietors held 
on Oct. 13, 1875, for the purpose of creating a debenture stock, your directors hare 
issued a circular to the holders of ordinary stock, offering a pro ratdé allotment of the 
debenture stock for requirements of the company in paying off the bonds. The amount 
will become payable before the Lith of April by those who accept the allotment. The 
rate of interest has been fixed at 4} per cent. per annum, 

Three directors—namely, Robert Rawlinson, Esq., C.B., the Honourable Henry 
Noel, and William Irving Hare, Esq.—retire by rotation; and, being eligible, offer them- 
selves for re-election. 

One auditor—namely, George Pearson, Esq.—also retires by rotation; and, being 













| eligible, offers himself for re-election. 


No. 1.—STATEMENT OF STOCK AND SHARE CAPITAL, on Dee. 31, 1876. 


















Acts of Parliament Description Maximum | Number of Nominal | Called } Arrears Remaining 7 
relating to the Rais of Dividend | Shares Amount of | up Total of to be called up | Total Amount 
Capital. Capital. authorized. issued. Shares. | per Share. ee Calls. ; and unissued. authorized. 

' Ordinary stock., 10 per cent. Stock Stock Stock £384,200 | ve £384,200 

ae . 12nd pret. ,, 6 ditto.* Do. Do. Do. 10,500 | ne 10,500 

U5 Vict., cap. 82. Sré ditto}, 6 ditto.® Do. Do. | Do. 2450 | uy Me 2450 

x : Ist ditto ,, 6 ditto. Do. Do. Do. 150,000 SE | os | 150,000 

29 Vict., cap.55, . . . Aditto shares .| 6 ditto. 11,878 | £25 0 0 |£20 and £1 5s. 135,085 £250 | £111,615 & £3,050! 500,000 

20 & 21 Vict., cap.73 . . Debenture stks,|5&6 ditto. Stock | Stock Stock 26,692 oe *e 26,692 


sae : * With option of conversion. | 
= = * — — = : = — ———— a — = = ——— = 





No. 2.—STATEMENT OF LOAN CAPITAL. 








Acts of Parliament authorizing the Description of Karzs rer Cent. or IxTEREst. Total Amount Remaining to be Total Amount 














Loan Capital. Loan. = ae aed borrowed. borrowed. | authorized. 
tt. ede | 4} perCent. | 5 per Cent. 
15 Vict., cap. 82 ats. ow .|Bona, eee | “ ‘ | £91,667 
29Vict.,cap.55 1. . STS ee GS wig } £63,900 | 814,502 | £78,402 | £201,133 | { 100,000 
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Dr. No. 3—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. Cr. 
Pi | | Certified Received | Total 
— Description of Capital. Receipts to since | Receipts to 
| June 30, 1876. that date. | Dec. 31, 1876. 
To Expenditure to June 30, 1876 , o 6 w+ 0 «| See Oe | | By Ordinary : a | £383,700 0 0} *£500 0 0 | £384,200 0 0 
during half year to Dec. 31, 1876, viz.— 2nd Preference ditto. . . . .| 11,000 0 0 t 16,500 0 0 
"New and additional mains and services . . . £538 1 9 | Oe Gee Gam. «> 6 2,450 0 0 | 2,450 0 0 
New and additional meters. . .... . 82515 2 | Ist ditto ditto. . . . .| 150,000 0 0 ee | 150,000 0 0 
— 1,363 16 11 A _ ditto shares, £25 each,| | 
} including amount received in| 
| | anticipation of calls . 184,975 0 0 110 0 Oj; 185,085 0 0 
|  Debenture stocks, under 20 & 2i| | 
| Vict., cap. 73 ; 26,692 12 6 os | 26,692 12 6 
| | Bonds and other | loans vo eis } $8,412 0 0 $ | 78,402 0 0 
| j ———— «| —_ ---,---— 
ee | £347,229 12 6 £837,329 12 6 
| £831,535 310/ Balance. . . we or 4,848 3 10 
¢ a 
a - & +S aS ee 8s se te ee Oe Ke me 10,642 12 6 |Note , anecianettebeatoet, meal 
Retna eupeiae, 6 4 «+ & 8.8 '% nt ee ee OC + £10,010 ain off. | £842,177 16 4 
No. 4. —REVENUE ACCOUNT. ‘i 
To Manufacture of gas— By Sale of gas— 
Coals, including dues, ——-, unloading, and Common gas, per meter, at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic 
trimming (see Statement No. 8) £47,681 3 1 feet £89,876 13 7 
Salaries of engineers, superintendents, and other Cannel gas, per “meter, at 4s. 8d. per 1000 cubic 
officers at works . . «= 6 a ee 2,810 9 3 fee — . 5,762 11 3 
ee 9,487 611 Public ligh ating, and under contracts— 
Purification, labour. . . 832 13 3 ns: + - 2 5s 5 ee 9,202 16 11 
Repairs and maintenance of works and’ plant, Cannelgas . owe oe Se 1,328 14 6 
materials, and labour, less £122 8s. 1ld. re- (See Statement No. 10.) a 
ceived for old materials. . . 2. . 6 « e 18,971 8 9 106,170 15 9 
—— £79,283 1 3 Rental of meters, . »« © © © © © © © © @ 2,013 8 6 
The Gaslight and Coke Company, forcannelgas . . .. . 5,913 9 4 £108,184 4 3 
Distribution of gas— Residual products— 
Salaries and wages of officers (including rental Coke, less £1564 7s. 2d. for labourandecartage . 20,50015 1 
clerks) . . 2,107 4 4 Breeze, less £227 2s. 1ld.. oe ey 4s "762 13 2 
Repairs, maintenance, and renewals of mains ‘and Tar, less £30 is. S whe we ee 8,054 15 3 
service-pipes, including labour , . : 6,197 6 2 Ammoniacal liquor, less zu. te @ ate 4,459 0 0 
Repairs and renewals of meters. . . . . - 1,492 7 10 ee «65,777 283 OG 
Public lamps— —_—-—— 9,796 18 4 meeepeeeees « « 8 6 + 86 a eee we Ss 8 1,584 9 0 
DC SPOME «~w cence see seevs se eet Transferfces. . . «© © © se ees eee ees ee @ 9 00 
Rents, rates, and taxes— 
ee << s+ « see © 8 6 932 9 6 
DE. «© «*e¢ seen ew 5,249 4 8 
Management— —— £4181 14 2 
Directorsallowance. . . . ». « + © « « 900 0 0 
Company’s auditors. . - - 75 0 0 j 
Salaries of secretary, accountant, and clerks - ‘ 1,216 15 8 | 
eee ee ee ee ee 1,125 6 5 | 
Stationery and printing . ......e-. 335 7 6 
ae ae eee 271 8 5 
—— 3,923 18 0 
Lawecharges . . a. + wee 59 9 4 
Parliamentary charges (oppositions), cia ee Go ae we 411211 
Baddebts . . pet. Oey 6: a 505 211 
Depreciation- -fand f for works on leasehold land ee 100 0 0 | 
Superannuations, sick allowances, and gratuities. . . .... 502 5 0 | 
Repairs ee . bw wee ses e@ 6 @ » 4210 8 | 
-Totalexpenditure . . © «© «© « « « £106,156 19 
Balance carried to net revenue account, No. 5 Ss * 6s ee 37,397 17 2 | 
_—_ / oe eee 
£143,554 16 9 £143,554 16 9 
No. 5. —PROFIT AND LOSS (Ner “Revenve Accou NT) No. 6. —RESERV E- FUND. 

Int i, on bonds to Dec. 31, | Balance from last aecount .£26,282 G 6 | Balance on Dec. 31,1876. .£36,126 11 5 Balance on June 30, 1876, .£35,741 0 4 
187 ie Sips, el ° £1,886 17 0 Less dividend on ordinary } Interest ov amount invested, 385 11 1 
Dividends on preference | capital for the half year | —_ -——- ———— 
capital. . . - + 11,191 8 0) ending June 3u, 1876 1. . 19,185 0 0 | £36,126 11 5 £36,126 ll 5 

a ! —a —————————— 
£13,07 8 5 0) £7,097 6 6 

Interest on temporary loans . 149 11 9/ Amount from revenue ac- No. 7. —DEPRECIATION-F FUND (ror Works on Leasenorp Lanp). 

Redemption-fund, reserve per ~ } count,No.4. . . . .£37,389717 2 | ————— secession aie 
a a wwe | Balance on Dec. 31, 1876. . £1,600 0 0/ Balance on June 30, 1876, . £1,500 0 0 
Bals 1 y 7 t - 

dend on ordinary capital . 30,517 6 11 | | Amount brought from re 
| venue account for the half 
| | year ending Dec. 31, 1876 . 100 0 0 
£H,495 3 8 £44, 495 3 8 | £1,600 0 0} £1,609 0 0 
— = —- —=—= ——————————————————— —__ — SSS oe 
No. 8.—STATEMENT OF COALS. at Bs No. 9. —STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL F PRODUCTS. 
} In_ ! Received | Carbonized Used | Deseription of lTm Store,| Made during v sed d during Sold guy In Btore, 


|_ Store, | during during for Sundries! sie Destinal |June 30,| the Half Year | the Half Year the Dee. 31, 







































































Description of Coal. June 30, =‘ the the | during the | Dec. 31, | 1876. | (estimated). | (estimated). | Half Year.| 1876. 
1876. |HalfYear.| Half Year. | Half Year. 1876, | | j 
—_ | a a Coke, chaldronsof36bush,} 3,056 } 59,160 | 17,672 40,164 4,380 
| Tons. | Tons. Tons. | ‘Tons. | Tons. ek cs w« «a 878 | 01080 | ion 5,546 1,412 
. «| 5767 | 66,608 | 58,329 40 | 14, -— Tar, gallons . (124, 000 | 729 a 518,729 {178,000 
. ) oe 1,867 | 1,908 | = | Am: ligr., butts of 108 gals.| 2,092 | “11,287 - 10,824 2,555 
No. 10. —STATEMENT ( OF GAS MADE, SOLD, &c. 
| Quanesrs Quantity SoL 
| s d $s ? D. tal ; : 
Deseription | (measured by Station Meters). _| : i | Quantity used | a... a. » an 
of Public Lights and! ,, on Works, Basen — ; 
Gas. Made. Purchased. | under Contracts | oe Total 1d &e. accounted for. for. Public Lamps. 
mx | (estimated). | (per Meter). Quantity Sold. * 
| Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. | Thousands. Thousands. | Thousands. | Thousands, Thousands. 
CM. sw a es 596,378 | ss 49,059 513,331 562,390 | 7,023 569,413 26,965 4,150 
Cannel . : 4 2 $1,538 4,717 | 24,696 29,413 | 1 29,414 | 2,124 824 
_BALANCE-~ ‘SHEET. 
FT I eS A ee ee CTL eS EN ; a ie 
To Net revenue— | By Capital— 
For balance, peraccount No.5 . . . . . . « « . . ». £30,517 611 For balance, peraccount No.3. . . . . - « « « « + £4,848 3 10 
Reserve-fund— Cash at bankers,andinhand. . . ... +. -+ +e + « + 9,204 411 
For balance, per account No.6. . © © «© «© 6 og 686,198 1 S | Amount invested— 
Depreciation-fund (for works on leasehold tana)— | 6 Ss ee eS ee ee we «6» See 
For balance, per account No.7. . : se Gee as 1,600 0 0 | Stores on hand, viz.— 
Redemption-fund . . 4,118 10 6 | Coals . . pl ee ee ee, © eS 
Interest on bonds and other loans, for amount due to Dee. 31, 1876 | 1,398 6 11 | Coke and breeze. ; Se i, ek 2,348 16 3 
Preference dividends, ditto. . . .....+.ee-e - 11,191 8 Oj Tar and ammoniacal liquor “> & + % S 2,503 2 6 
Unclaimed dividends . . 4475 114 Sundry stores . ..... . 2,857 19 6 
Sundry tradesmen and others, for amount due for coale, stores, 20,467 10 $ 
and sundries, 62,327 5 1 Accounts due to the company— 


Gas and meter rental, quarter ending Dec.31,1876 £62,206 15 2 
Ditto ditto, arrears outstanding 3,545 8 3 


£65,752 3 5 


For coke and other residual caargendi . - « « 13,794 19 11 


| CURES 6 5 8 ee 8 me 7 S 81,493 10 7 








£151,754 9 11 | £151,754 9 LL 
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The Governor: Gentlemen, it is now my business to move that the 
report and accounts be adopted; and, in doing so, I have very little to 
pee With.regard to the affairs of our own company, the report, which 
is in your hands, tells you, I think, everything there is to be told. We 
are working in a very satisfactory manner, and, as you will see from the 
accounts, we have made a good profit during the half year; so that, after 
paying the dividends on all classes of stocks and shares. we shall be able 
to carry a very substantial sum to the credit of the reserve-fund, which 
will make us more secure should bad times, like those of 1878, come 
upon us again. The works are in a very excellent condition, and Mr. 
Dove and Mr. Morton, in their respective departments, keep a careful eye 
upon all our transactions. I can assure you that there is no invention 
or method by which our operations could be improved or more satisfac- 
tory results obtained, which they do not take care to bring under our 
notice, and which the board are not. always willing to adopt, if it comes 
before them on the recommendation of such good authority. Having said 
this, I should now sit down, asI donot know that the affairs of our own com- 
pany call for further observation; but it has only recently been brought 
to our notice, that the Chairman of Committees of the House of Com- 
mons proposes to introduce a new Standing Order relative to Private 
Bill legislation, under which it will be made compulsory upon every gas 
and water pooeny requiring powers to raise new capital, that their shares 
shall be offered by public auction or tender, instead of being, as heretofore, 
allotted among the existing proprietors pro ratd. Now this is a proposi- 
tion which we think ought to be —— to the utmost, as it is an ex- 
ceedingly unfair step to take with regard to gas companies. Why 
should we be subjected to exceptional legislation of this kind? If the 
Legislature should see fit to make a universal rule in the matier, then, 
however unwise we might think it, we should willingly bow to it; 
but to single out gas and water companies for exceptional legislation 
is most unfair. And we think, although there may be some little profit, 
or apparent profit, at first, if this rule is adopted, it will tend practically 
rather to increase than diminish the cost of shares. A person investing 
money in a gas company does not look merely to the moderate interest 
on the money which he put into the concern; there are the prospective 
advantages which he considers. But if this Standing Order be adopted, 
he will in future have nothing further to look to than the amount of the 
interest which the dividends on the ‘shares he buys in the first instance 
will pay. It may be that, as in the case of our own proprietors, the busi- 
ness of the company may yield no dividends for some years, and then, 
after bearing the burden and heat of the day, and the concern becomes remu- 
nerative, Parliament steps in and says that the shareholder shall be lintited 
to a certain maximum dividend upon the money he has invested, and 
shall have no prospective advantage from the growing prosperity of the 
undertaking. I believe the effect of such a regulation would be that in 
adverse times companies would find it very difficult to raise money at all. 
And there is another point. The present system is to issue a quantity of 
shares when new capital is required, and to make a moderate call upon 
those shares, keeping the balance in reserve in case of accident, or when 
further capital is wanted. But under such a provision as is proposed, we 
must put the shares into the market, and raise all the money upon them at 
once, leaving nothing for us to fall back upon. Under the present system 
the public are in reality benefited and not injured, and as the proposed 
new Standing Order must act injuriously to companies, and would not 
benefit the public, I trust it will not be allowed to pass. 

Hon. A. Kinnarrp (deputy-governor) seconded the motion. 

Mr. Doane: DoI understand that the new Standing Order will affect 
the metropolitan companies only ? 

The Governor: It will apply to all companies going to Parliament 
for fresh capital. 

Mr. Hozson said the directors of a company with which he was con- 





| 
nected in Yorkshire had had the question under their consideration, and 
had determined to do all in their power to oppose it. The question, how. 
ever, with them was whether it was a matter upon which they coulg 
— a petition. It being only a proposal for the regulation of the 
usiness of the House, it appeared doubtful whether a petition was the 
right way to meet it. At the same time it was deemed expedient that all 
persons connected with gas companies should endeavour, as far as possible 
to influence individual members of Parliament, and induce them to vote 
against the proposed new Standing Order. He did not exactly see how it 
would operate in relation to the issue of new capital, but he did not agree 
with the governor that it would be necessary that the shares should be alJ 
paid up at once. Still he objected strongly to the proposal, which, if 
applied to gas and water companies, must in fairness be extended to rail. 
ways, canals, and all joint-stock enterprise. It ought, he thought, to have 
been explained more clearly by the governor that it was only intended to 
apply to new Bills brought before Parliament, which rather qualified the 
matter. : 

The Governor: No doubt; you are quite right. It is only to apply to 
future Bills; but then in London future Bills are a necessity. We are not 
like persons carrying on an ordinary trade, who might rest content when 
they have reached a certain standard, and say, ‘‘ We will spend no more in 
extensions.” Parliament has required of the gas companies that they shalf 
be ready to furnish a supply, throughout their respective districts, to every 
person who applies for it; and, as London is continually extending, we 
must from time to time go before Parliament and ask for more capital. 
Why, if placed under such conditions, should we be deprived of the 
benefits which the investment of further capital may bring? There is no 
question that existing shareholders invested in these undertakings, know- 
ing that the business must increase, and have stood upon thé contingent 
advantages of their investments. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Governor moved—“ That the following dividends be now declared 
—viz., the fixed dividends upon all classes of preference stocks and shares, 
and a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum upon the ordinary 
stock, such dividends to be payable on the 16th inst.” 

The Deputy-GovERNoR seconded the motion, which was put and 
carried. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected. 

Mr. Price proposed that an addition of £700 per annum be made to 
the remuneration of the directors, making the total sum divisible amongst 
the eight members of the board £2500. 

The motion having been seconded, it was suggested by a Proprieror 
(who quite concurred in the proposed increase) that such a resolution 
should not be adopted without previous notice having been given. 

Mr. Price had no hesitation in accepting the suggestion, and withdrew tho 
motion, giving notice that he would re-introduce it at the next half-yearly 
meeting. 

The Governor said the directors were exceedingly obliged to Mr. Price 
for his proposal, and to the meeting for the cordiality with which it was 
souheoh: but it would be much more satisfactory to them that due notice 
be given before any decision was come to on the point. 

A Proprietor said he thought the debenture stock created might as well 
have been issued at 5 per cent. as at 4}. 

The Governor observed that when the matter was discussed at a former 
meeting, the opinion seemed to be that the rate of interest should be fixed 
at 4 percent. The directors acted to the best of their judgment, believing 
that they could float it at 44 percent. The fact that the stock had fetched 
a satisfactory premium was the best proof that they had taken the right 
course. 

A vote of thanks to the directors terminated the proceedings. 





COMMERCIAL 


The Half-Yearly Omlinary Meeting of Shareholders was held at the City 
Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, on Friday, April 6—Ricuarp Brap- 
sHAw, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. E. J. Southwell) read the advertisement convening 
the meeting. The seal was affixed to the register of shareholders, and the 
minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The following report and statements of account were submitted :— 

The directors report that they have now completed a year’s working of the amalga- 
mated company under the new conditions of supply imposed by the Act of 1875. 

During the past half yearimportant alterations and extensions of the purifiying plant, at 
both works of the company, have been carried out, to meet the mure stringent require- 
ments in respect of purity. 


GAS COMPANY. 





The whole of the cost of these exceptional and abnormal works has been carried 
against revenue, the directors considering it more prudent te relieve the capital per- 
manently, though at the risk of heavily taxing the revenue account of this and the pre- 
ceding half year. 

The new works have made constderable progress, and it is fully expected they will be 
brought into partial operation next winter. 

The accounts for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1876, show a balance of £35,368 9s. 6d. 
applicable to dividend. The directors accordingly recommend dividends after the 
following rates—viz., 10 per cent. per annum on the original stock, and 7 per cent. per 
annum on the new stock, in both cases less income-tax. 

In pursuance of the 120th section of the company’s Act of 1875, the five auditors will 
go out of office, and it will be for the meeting to elect three in their stead; Messrs. 
llsley, Marsh, and Webb, being eligible, otfer themselves for re-election. 








No. 1.—STATEMENT OF CAPITAL (Srockx) on Dec. 31, 1876. 





———-»— 


No. 2.—STATEMENT OF LOAN CAPITAL on Dee. 31, 1876. 

































































Dividend | R sas Acts of Parliament Description Rate per Cent.| Total | Remain-| Total 
Acts of Parliament Authorized | | a Total | Authorizing the Loan of | of Amount | ing to be |Amts. Au- 
relating to the Raising of with Gas atan| Paid up. lees oa — 1! Amount | Capital. Loan. Interest. Borrowed. Borrowed.) thorized. 
Capital. Initial Price | | Uni ur 7 Authorized. | ————_______—__ 
of 3s. 9d. | nissued. Ratcliff Gas Act, 4 Geo. | | | 
| | 1V.,cap 9... .| Bonds. 5 percent. | £15,670 | £4,330 | £20,000 
| | Commercial Gas Act, 38 & | 5 ae | j 
Commercial Gas Act, 15 & 16 | 39 Vict., cap. 200 ; . . Debentures, a — ¥ | 280,000 280,000 
Viet.,cap.155 . . . . .| 10 percent. | £450,000 | é £150,000 | | | 
Ratcliff Gas Act, 4 Geo. IV., | } | — eats oes 
ER et oe ee we Se Ditto. 100,000 | %, | 100,000 | £15,670 £284,330 (£300,000 
Commercial Gas Act, 38 & 39 | | Si ) a ; 
Vict., cap. 2 7 s 338 | £218,362 280,0 Se ee = 3 
ba ttc nateat ae sale 1. | | ne Tota! share capital paid up (see No.1) . £611,638 
' | | Total loan capital borrowed (see No. 2) 15,670 
| o 72909 | | ibiunt 
£611,633 £218,362 | £830,000 “4 £627,308 
Dr. No. 8.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. or. 
Expended ‘Total Expenditure Total 
—_— | this to _— | Receipts to 
Half Year. Dee. 31, 1876. | Dee. 31, 1876. 
To Expenditure to June 30,1876... .....+.+/. +. 6 £548,084 16 10 | By Stock,asonJune30,1876 . . . . . . . «| £550,000 0 0 
Expenditure since— New stock ” See ewe ere a 61,638 0 0 
ccs. wah. eo 8s @ 1 6 ® } 2,574 12 6 ee ss eS LY’ HO 15,670 0 0 
Extension of works . ee a eer 
De Ss 61g sy wee ew wee we wo Od 414 2 0 
Sa ee ee ee ee 296 15 5 
New and additional meters, . . . « «© 6 « 962 4 0 
18,072 7 1 
£566,157 3 11 
Balance ofcapitalaccount. . . 6 + © © + © © « «© «© « © » 61,150 16 1 
£627,308 0 0 £627,308 0 0 
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». No. 4.—REVENUE ACCOUNT. Cr. 
ufacture of gas— By Sale of gas— : 
-—— including dues, carriage, unloading, and ’ Common gas, per meter, at 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic 
trimming (see Account No.7). . . . . . £53,189 2 7 feet (see Statement No.9). . . . . . . £99,448 10 1 
Salaries of engineers, superintendents, and other Public lighting and under contracts, common gas 
CCE +o. oe “s «)'s « Js; eee ae. © ME 46 ex 6 er oom OM: O40 ee, eee 
Wages(carbonizing) . . . ..... =. # &211,50719 0 —_—_—_—_——-£109,463 1 7 
Purification, including £860 14s. 4d. for labour . 2,906 6 2 Ne, 5 eh at al as A se oN & « 349 9 
Repairs and maintenance of plant and works, Residual products— 
materials, labour, and enlarging works, less Coke, less for labour £1036 188.10d. . . . . £19,948 2 10 
$258 5s. 3d. received for old materials . - 26,950 6 6 Bes « 6.2 te © KA Me Uw 8 5,187 4 5 
£96,136 8 3 Ammoniacal liquor, less for labour £8 188. . . 4,689 19 5 
Distribution of gas— ——-- 
Salaries and wages of officers (including rental £29,825 6 8 
At OW ies 5 <. ees 6 6 3 2 1,673 7 3 Dieta ew ct tl thle tek 514 6 
Repairs, maintenance, and renewals of mains and 29,819 12 2 
service-pipes, including labour, . ... . 4,704 4 9 Miscellaneous receipts— 
Repuirs and renewalsof meters. . . .. . 676 0 9 Ee: e Se wo ie Me «6 entice 6 “6! ote $106 5 0 
——-_ 7,053 12 9 Wes « « © es © 60 © hee 30 0 
Public Lamps— DE.< . « «te « ° ee 369 2 9 
De 2. f 6 ow ttt eee te ae 2 Transfer fees . or bi. <i ree 30 10 0 
Rents, rates, amd taxes. . . . © - © © © © 0 © co oo 8045 4 508 17 9 
Management— 
Directors allowance, . . . « + 2 « © « 1,600 0 0 
Companmy’sauditors, . . . . + ++ « e 9015 0 
Salaries of secretary, accountant, and clerks . . 694 4 0 
Collectors commission. . . . «© » « « « 752 14 11 
Stationery and printing . . ....e-s 412 12 38 
Gemeraloherges. . . . 1. 1 + © e-is 293 19 7 
oitgeeageaa 3,844 5 9 
EN ee ee ee ee ee ° ° 525 10 2 
Law and parliamentary charges . °° e 60 10 6 
Superannuations, allowances, &c. . . . . « + + ° 1,658 6 8 
Oficialoffieers . . « © © © © © © @ °° lll 0 3 
IR ee ee £113,926 17 2 
Balance carried to net revenue account (No.5) . .... . . 26,214 3 4 
£140,141 0 6 | £140,141 0 6 
No. 5.—PROFIT AND LOSS (Net Revenve Account). | No. 6.—RESERVE-FUND. 
Interest on bonds to Dec. 31, Balance, June 30,1876 . . £37,648 18 2 | Balance on Dec. 31,1876 , £26,098 5 4 Balance on June 30,1876 . £25,691 4 9 
i Aa £391 15 0+ Less dividend to June 30, | | Dividends received . . . 407 0 F 
Balance available for divi- es es ee os Ss eS 
dend carried to balance- | — | 
Cates es se OO C £9,546 1 2 | 
| Balance from revenue ac- 
Ms. «6x, eee 6 
£35,760 4 6} £35,760 4 6 | £26,098 5 4) £26,098 5 4 
No. 7.—STATEMENT OF COALS. No. 8.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS. 
| } } | | 
| Received Carbonized | Made Used Sold » 
In Store, | F tet ; | In Store, In Store. . . ic | In Store, 
inti 7 g | during | bk ’| during during during o~ 
Se et Cae | | the Half | the Half | ae, | June oY | the Half the Half | the Halt | Poe: 31» 
| _ | Wee Tt ee oe _ Year. Year. Year. — 
| Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons, Coke . Chaldrons of 36 bushels, | 300 57,15421 15,422 38,2821. | 3,750 
Se oa ae Sow cated, © | 8,621 ) 58,1702 =| §4,4252 12,366 Breeze do. 36 do. .! 250 5,2892 oe 5,1896 350 
Camel. 2 2 ee eo «| (2,906 | 712724 | 627224 | 2,761 Tar . Gallons. . . . . .| 25,000 (546,937 | ..  |586,287 35,000 
—_—, } —— | Ammoniacal liquor— Butts of) | | } | "6 
| 10,527 | 65,2974 | 60,69725 | 15,127 —__,.... a4 480 | 13,950 v6 «= 18,773 | 07 
No. 9.—STATEMENT OF GAS MADE, SOLD, &c. 
| Quantity Sonn. | | | 
Quantity ES RIE RS REGIA cision BER re ~| Quantity Total Quantit Quanti Zz 
7 gM lee ik tee ! -o y uantity not Number of 
| steter Reaheten, gen nny Pubeate Mighte Total Quantity | Works, e. accounted for. | accounted for. | Public Lamps. 
. (per Meter). Sold. ’ 
(estimated). I , | } | 
| Thousands, Thousands, Thousands. | Thousands. Thousands, Thousands. Thousands. | 
Common. . . . | 320,179 46,475 530,377 | 576,852 5,000 | 581,852 38,327 4,654 
BALANCE-SHEET. 
To Capital— By Cash at bankers. . . 0 ss 0 6 8 @ @ £36,845 9 5 
_ For balance, per account No.3... . . . 2 © « « « »« £61,15016 1 Ditto in hand for current expenditure, . . . 1,050 0 0 
Net revenue— | — £37,895 9 5 
For balance, per account No.5.. .°. . « »« « « « « « 35,868 9 6 Ue ee ee ee ee ee 25,282 9 10 
Reserve-fund— | Stores on hand— 
For balance, per account No.6... . . « 2 . « + « . 26,098 5 4 | Oe og we wie beaters ooo SES 
Unclaimed Cie aa a alas ee oe ee OS 1,118 15 1 | oC hn ee Le ae a 1,687 10 0 
AUP a es lk Tar andammoniacalliquor. . . ... - 558 211 
CS SE ee eee ae eee ee $26 9 2 | Ds. o> ss OHSS OPO. 874 9 D0 5,908 18 3 
Sundry tradesmen and others for amounts due for coals, stores, and | ———__ 200,656 10 2 
SE 6) ne Ph Or ce aoe a a? er eee . $81,673 14 4 | Accounts due to the company— 
| Gas-rental, quarter ending Dec. 31,1876. . . £70,250 14 7 
. | Arrears outstanding . . . . »« « «© « « 1,556 9 6 
———s 91,007 4 2 
| For coke and other residual products. . . . £9,837 1 0 
| Forsundries . . 6 © © © © © © © » 2413 9 
} —_——— 9,861 14 9 
£165,503 8 3 £165,503 8 3 
The Cuarmman: Gentlemen, the first resolution I have to propose is— | for the purpose. I think I remember seeing a statement made by the 


“That the report be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” In | chairman of one of those companies not long ago, to the effect that, in 
moving this resolution, I shall not have to detain you many minutes. Our | their case, these changes had resulted in an expenditure of £100,000. You 
accounts, as you are well aware, give so complete a history of the trans- | will see that the large item of £26,950 in ourcase we have charged entirely 
actions of the company for the time they embrace, that there is really no | to revenue account, and we have done so for the reason that the compan 
necessity for me to go into any detailed explanations of them. But | will not benefit in the least by the outlay. It is an expenditure inoumell 
there is one item upon which I should just like to say a few words. It is | exclusively for the benefit of the consumers. There is no question that 
the item of “Repairs and maintenance of plant and works, materials, | in the future, the cost of the purification of gas will be considerable, and 
labour, and enlarging works, less £258 5s. 3d. received for old materials, | I think I may say it is very doubtful whether it will be much benefit to 
£26,950. 6s. dd.” Now that is a very large expenditure, no doubt, and that | the consumers after all. But as far as this particular item is concerned, I 
expenditure has been consequent upon the alterations and extensions of the | think you may be assured that it will not appear again in our balance- 
purifying plant at our two stations—the old works of the Commercial | sheet in its present magnitude. We have now put our works in thorough 
Company at Stepney, and the works of the late Ratcliff Company at Wap- | order, and are prepared to comply with all the requirements of our Act of 
Ping. These alterations were rendered necessary to meet the requirements | Parliament, so that we shall go back to our ordinary expenditure on this 
of the legislation of 1868, which legislation was repeated in our Act of 1875. | account. And therefore it is that we are enabled to announce to you 
And you will understand that the directors had no option in the matter; | to-day that, from and after the lst of July next, we shall make a reduc- 
they were bound to incur the expenditure, and to alles these alterations, | tion in the price of gas charged to the private consumers. We 
although in no degree whatever do they increase the power of the com- | propose that that reduction should be from 3s. 9d., the present 
pany to make an additional foot of gas. These alterations and extensions | charge, to 3s.5d. But, on the other hand, we propose to make a 
in the purifying plant simply mean that we are obliged to purify | uniform charge for the hire of meters. I think I am correct in stating 
our gas twice over. We are obliged to resort to lime puri- | that we are now the only company in the Metropolis, and almost 
fication, and this, as I say, compels the use of two sets of | the only company, I believe, in the kingdom, who do not make a 
purifiers, and has added this large increase to our expenditure. | charge for meters. And there is this anomalous state of things existing 
— companies, who are like us under the legislation of 1868, have | even with us; the Ratcliff Company, I think, always charged for meters, 
een compelled to make similar alterations, and to incur large outlay | and that being now a part of our undertaking, it comes to pass that 
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we are charging meter-rents in one part of our district and not in 
another. I know of no'reason why consumers should not pay a rental 
for the hire of the meters employed by them; and, therefore, while 
we are making a reduction to them in the price of gas from 3s. 9d. 
to 3s. 5d., we mean, at the same time, to make a universal charge for 
meter-rent. We think this is an equitable arrangement, and we 
believe the course we are taking will meet with your “ere. Now, 
this reduction in the price of gas will, of course, as need hardly 
point out, cause a reduction in the earnings of the company; but we have 
the assurance of our engineers that the reduction can be made without loss 
to the divisible profits, and without in any way endangering your statu- 
tory dividends. And I may say this, that the experience of all companies 
has been that the reduction of price leads to an increased consumption of 
gas, and therefore you must not-conclude that the whole of this 4d. which 
we propose to take off the _— will be a loss to the company. Only within 
the last two or three days, I have seen a report of the meeting of a London 
gas company, at which it was stated that although the reduction made in 
the charge for gas was estimated to amount to nearly £7000, the actual 
decrease in the gas-rental was only about £1600. No doubt that which 
was true in the experience of that company will be true in our own case. 
Well, gentlemen, the next matter I have to mention to you has reference 
to our new works at the Bromley station. Those works are going on very 
satisfactorily, and though their progress has been somewhat retarded by 
the bad weather of the last four or five months, our engineers are convinced 
that they will be quite ready to be put in operation by next winter, and 
they will then come in aid of our power to supply our consumers. Per- 
haps it would interest you to know something about the new capital. I 
think I may say that the £70,000 of borrowed money, which will be the next 
mode in which we shall have to increase our capital, will be offered to the 
proprietors very shortly, and that probably the time for paying up the 
amount of that debenture stock will be the lst of July. The stock will be 
offered to the proprietors according to their present holdings in the com- 
pany, and the rate of interest will be 4} per cent., which is the rate men- 
tioned at the meeting last October, and which I think met the cordialapproval 
of the shareholders then present. Gentlemen, I think that is all I have to say 
with reference to the report and accounts; but there is one matter which you 
will have to consider, and that is with regard to the auditors of the company. 
There were, as probably you are aware, three auditors of the Commercial 
Company, and two auditors of the Ratcliff Company. Now our Act of 
1875 says this upon the subject : Clause 120 enacts that—‘‘ The auditors of 
the two companies in office at the time of amalgamation may continue in 
office until the first general meeting held after the expiration of one year 
from that time, and at that meeting the shareholders of the amalgamated 
company shall elect not lessthan two nor more than three auditors, and 
thenceforth the number of the auditors of the amalgamated company shall 
be not less than two nor more than three, and the maximum amount payable 
in each year as the remuneration of any auditor shall be £50; and any per- 
son being an auditor of either of the two companies at the time of amalgama- 
tion, who is not elected an auditor of the amalgamated company, shall 
be entitled to receive a gratuity not exceeding one year’s salary, if at any 
time the amalgamated company in general meeting so resolve.” Under 
that clause the whole of the five auditors go out of office, and of these 
five gentlemen, three—viz., Mr. Ilsley, Mr. Marsh, and Mr. Webb—offer 
themselves for re-election. I need not tell you that they are eligible, and 
very eligible. With these remarks I leave the matter in your hands, and 
now move the resolution I read to you at the first. 

Mr. Samupa, M.P., seconded the motion. 

A SHAREHOLDER: What has become of the balance of the new stock ? 

The CuHarrman: You shall have the opportunity of taking it up in a 
very few days. A form of tender will be sent to you and other share- 
holders, and it will be allotted to the highest bidder. 

A SHAREHOLDER: Are the bonds of the old Ratcliff Company to be per- 
manent, or will they be paid off ? 

The Cuarmman : The £15,670 will, no doubt, be paid off when the bonds 
become due; butI dare say there would be no difficulty in renewing them 
at the same rate of interest. Depend upon it we shall do our best to take 
care of you. 

Mr. Lonpon: I do not know whether I shall be in order in making 
a few remarks with reference to the proposed charge for meters. I think 
if the directors were not to reduce the price of gas so low, and were to 
continue to supply meters free, as hitherto, it woul give much more gene- 
ral satisfaction to the consumers. As the consumers in the Commercial 
Company have always had meters free, I am sure they will be dissatisfied 
at now Soha made to pay for them. People will forget all about the 
reduction in the — of gas, while they will be constantly reminded of 
the meter-rent, which they did not expect to have to pay. I have no 
doubt the directors have considered the matter carefully, and have used 
a sound discretion, but that is my opinion. 

Mr. Samupa: Perhaps I may be allowed to explain that the directors 
have considered the matter, and there were very particular reasons why 
the change should be made in the form in which it is proposed to be 
made. Let me inform you that the effect of the charge for meters repre- 
sents, roughly speaking, 1d. per 1000, while the proposed reduction in 
the price of gas is 4d., therefore the public get a clear benefit of 3d. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was put and carried. 

The Cuarrman: The next resolution is—‘ That pursuant to the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors a dividend be and is hereby declared 
for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1876, after the several rates of £10 per 
centum per annum upon the old stock, and £7 per centum per annum 
upon the new stock, in both cases less income-tax, and that warrants for 
the same be forwarded to the proprietors.” I beg to move that, and to 
state, as it will be interesting to you, that the warrants are already pre- 
pared, and will be posted this afternoon, and I hope will reach you this 
—- 

Mr. Samupa seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

__Dr. Lippte: I peg to move—“ That the three retiring auditors—Messrs. 
Webb, Isley, and Marsh—be re-elected auditors of the company.” I have 
no doubt the resolution will be carried unanimously. I am ‘much pleased 
to find the other two auditors have retired, as it leaves us perfectly free to 
make that choice which will be acceptable to all in the meeting. I do not 
know whether I shall be in order when I say that I should like to see a 
Loy oe! remuneration given to the retiring auditors. I know what the Act 
of Parliament says, but I think the auditors retiring upon the amalgama- 
tion should be put upon the same footing as the others. I shall, therefore, 
move, if it is agreeable, that the retiring allowance of the two auditors be 
£50, instead merely of a year’s salary. 

The Cuarrman: I think the better way would be to separate the terms 
of your motion, and let the re-election of auditors be carried first. 

Dr. Lippe agreed. 

Mr. Buackman : As one of the old auditors, I should like to have the 
pleasure of seconding the motion. In doing so, I would just explain that 
my colleague, Mr. Sander, as well as myself, felt it right that, as two of 
the late auditors were to be eliminated this day, it would be better that 
they should resign beforehand, and, taking into consideration the long 
services of the gentlemen whose names have just been mentioned, we 
thought that we could not conscientiously oppose them. They have been 





your auditors for many years longer than we have, and have always per- 
formed their duties most efficiently, and, therefore, to avoid giving you 
useless trouble, we resolved to retire. I may, however, say that, when g 
future vacancy occurs, we shall be happy to offer our services again. Ip 
taking my official leave of the company, I can only express my best thanks 
to all the officers, by whom we have always been treated with the greatest 
courtesy, and from whom we have always received every assistance in the 
discharge of our duties. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Insuey returned thanks for himself and colleagues. 

The Cuarrman moved that agratuity be paid toeach of the retiring auditors 
equal to one year’s salary. This was the provision made in the clause of 
= Act he had read, and he thought the shareholders should not go beyond 
that. 

Dr. Lippxz seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

Mr. Houiineron: There seems to be a diversity of opinion amongst 
shareholders as to when we can begin to pay a larger amount of dividend 
—whether it will be when the price of gas is reduced below 3s. 94., or 
whether we must wait till it is below 3s. 

The Cuarrman: There is no manner of doubt on that point. Our Act 
— that, so long as we charge 3s. 9d. per 1000 for gas, the maximum 

ividend we can divide is 10 per cent. For every 1d. reduction we make 
below 3s. 9d. we are entitled, if we earn it, to pay our proprietors one- 
quarter per cent. additional dividend. On the other hand, if we are 
obliged to raise the price of gas beyond 3s. 9d., then for every 1d. increase 
in price we must submit to a diminution of dividend to the extent of 
one-quarter percent. If you work it out, therefore, you will see that, by re- 
ducing the price of gas, as we intend to do, 4d. per 1000, we shall be entitled 
to divide 11 per cent. instead of 10 per cent.—z.e., the dividend will go up 
on both classes of stock, the present 10 per cent. will pay 11, and the 7 per 
cent. will pay 8. But let me tell you that the Act provides that the addi- 
tional one per cent. to which we are entitled may be dealt with as the pro- 
prietors think right. They may place it to a reserve-fund to meet future 
contingencies, or in the payment of an extra rate of dividend. 

Mr. Hotuineton: The only reason why I asked the question was that 
one of our largest proprietors just told me that we could not pay a larger 
dividend than 10 per cent. till the price of gas was reduced below 3s. 

The CHarmman: He left out the 9d. 

Dr. Lippte: The business of the meeting being at an end, I think we 
cannot separate without passing a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
directors for the care they have taken of our interests during the past six 
months. It appears that we have not only received the full dividend to 
which we are at present entitled, but that there is a prospect of our 
receiving a larger dividend in future. These facts indicate the great and 
constant attention paid to our affairs by the board, and entitle them to 
receive our very cordial thanks, which I have great pleasure in asking the 
shareholders to vote them. 

Mr. Nutter seconded the motion, which was at once agreed to. 

The Cuatrman: Gentlemen, on behalf of my colleagues and myself, [ 
beg to thank you for this — cordial expression of your satisfaction with 
our management. You may depend upon it that what we have done in the 
past we shall continue to do in the future. I claim for my colleagues and 
for myself that we have always devoted our best energies to promote the 
interests of the company, and I repeat that what we have done hitherto 
we are willing to do again. Well, now, gentlemen, before we separate there 
is another vote of thanks which I think we ought to pass. You know that 
in companies of all kinds, but especially in gas companies, prosperity 
depends to a considerable extent upon the efforts of the officers. I am 
quite sure that such is the case with us, and that you will not like to close 
the present meeting without expressing to our officers your sense of obli- 
gation to them for their services. I shall, therefore, move a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Robert Jones, our own engineer—as I may call him—also to Mr. H. 
Jones, who is also now our own engineer, and to our secretary, Mr. South- 
well, as well as to all our other officers, for the very faithful way in which 
they have discharged their duties, and thus contributed so largely to the 
frosperity of the company. 

Mr. Laport seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. R. Jones: The secretary has just intimated to me his wish that, 
while acknowledging this vote on my own account, I should also respond 
on his behalf for the other officers of the company. I have great pleasure 
in doing so, and in assuring the shareholders that it is always an en- 
couragement to those holding responsible positions in a company, to re- 
ceive the thanks of their boards, and also of the proprietors. If there is 
one thing more than another that could stimulate us to greater exertion 
in your service, it is to know that we enjoy your confidence, and have met 
with your approbation. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





Barton District Loca Boarp Gas Suppiy.—At the monthly meeting 
of the Eccles and Barton Local Board, on the 26th ult., a communication 
was read from the Corporation of Salford with respect to the supply of gas 
in the district. It stated that the council had approved the recom- 
mendations of the committee that the price of gas, at the expiration of 
the June quarter, should be reduced. The Gas Committee had no diffi- 
culty whatever in assuring the Board that they could continue a satis- 
factory supply to the district. The expenditure which the council had 
resolved to undertake in connexion with the existing works would at no 
distant date complete the work which was undertaken by them more than 
three years ago—and, in fact, this additional expenditure was necessary 
in order to make the extensions undertaken as complete and successful as 
possible. That additional outlay had, in fact, contributed to enable the 
committee to effect the present reduction in the price of gas. With re- 
ference to the complaint as to impurity of gas and defective light, the 
committee stated that no complaints had reached them from the board 
nor from individual consumers, and therefore it was assumed they were 
not of a serious character. With regard to the complaint of deficient 
purity, the council had accepted a tender, at a cost of nearly £7000, for 
additional purifying apparatus at the Regent Road works, which when com- 
map would doubly secure uniformity of purity in the gas supplied. 

he Gas Committee of the council had very carefully considered the sug- 
gestions as to the provision of a gasholder in the district, the disconnexion 
of the ay mains with the higher portions of the district, and the supply 
of gas in bulk on terms to be arranged. The committee assured the board 
that there were really no physical difficulties in the way of a constant and 
adequate supply of gas to all parts of the district, and that for that pur- 
pose the provision of a local gasholder was really not required. They, 
therefore, could not recommend the council to go to such an unnecessary 
——— nor could they, under the circumstances of the case, either under- 
take to supply gas to the board in bulk, or to give their consent to the in- 
troduction of a Bill to enable the Board to supply their own district. 
After reading the letter a conversation ensued, in which the course 
recently taken by the consumers of gas at Wigan was mentioned, and it 
was resolved to communicate with the committee of consumers in that 
town for fuller information, and to ascertain the terms upon which the 
engineer was engaged by them. 
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SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the Bridge House 
Hotel, Southwark, on Thursday, April 5—T. B. Sumpson, Esq., in the 


= SecreTaRy and ENGINEER (Mr. G. Livesey) read the advertisement 
convening the meeting, the seal was affixed to the register of shareholders, 
and the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The following report and statements of account were presented :— 


The directors have to report that the general working of the company during the half 
year has been sa tory. 
Comparing the period under review with the corresponding half of the previous year, 
a be seen that the increase of business has been about recent. There has been 
aslight reduction in the amount paid for coals, which would have been greater had it 
not Lome that, in consequence of the Act of 1876 raising the standard of illuminating 
power from 14 to 16 candles, the company has been compelled to use 5 per cent. of 
eannel coal, The total receipts for products are very considerably less, owing to coke 
having fallen in value to about the price realized before the great advance in coal; there 
iz also a great reduction in the value of tar, but this has been more than compensated by 
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a large addition to the ipts for owing partly to the adoption of an improved 
washer, whereby the quantity of ammonia for sale has been increased. 

To meet the cost oft improv ng the quality of the gas, the directors raised the price from 
3s. to 3s, 2d. per 1000 feet from Michaelmas last; they also, at the same time, followed 
oo a of other companies of charging a rent for meters, as authorized by Act 
of Parliament. 

The works and mains have been maintained in a state of effici 
mains and additions to the — have been made, in order to ice 
growing d ds of the trict. 

A reference to the net revenue account (No. 4) will show that an additional £1500 has 
been carried to the insurance-fund account, and that, including the balance brought 
forward from the previous half year, there is the sum "of £26,230 19s. available for the 
. of the usual dividend. 

the company’s Act of Incorporation, one director retires from office at this meeting, 
and j= one auditor. 

The director who retires is Thomas B. Simpson, Esq., but this gentleman, being 
eligible, offers himself for re-election. 

The auditor who, in ordinary course, would have retired, has resigned. 

It therefore rests with the meeting to elect an auditor to fill the vacancy caused by 
ng Png resignation. R, Foster, Esq., has signified his intention to be a candidate 
or office, 


No, 1.—STATEMENT OF SHARE CAPITAL on Dec. 31, 1876. 











































































































| ‘ 
Acts of Parliament eine Description of |Maximum Dividend} . Numberof | Nominal Amountof Calledupper | Total paid | Amount not Total Amount 
the Raising of Capita Capital. authorized. Shares issued. hares. Share. epee. | paid up. authorized. 
s 4,000 | £30 0 0 £50 0 0 £200,000 0 0 £200,000 0 0 
5 Vict. cap. 79. « : Share. 10 per cent. (| *000 1210 0 1210 0 50,000 0 0 i 50,000 0 0 
32 & 33 Vict., cap.130 . . Do. Do. 20,000 | 1210 0 10 10 0 | 210,000 0 0| £40,000 0 0] 250,000 0 0 
| | £460,000 0 0 | £40,000 0 0} £500,000 0 0 
Dr. No. 2.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. Cr, 
fo Expenditure to June 30, 1876, , | £409,752 11 2 | : : . 
Expenditure during half year to Dec. 3, 1876, viz.— Description of Capital. ney] — — me lave 
New buildings and machinery in extension of, | scott Daniele vadententdd py ere 
works , - « (812,816 3 4 
New and additional mains andservices . ; -| 4,225 11 7 | By Shares, at £50 each -| £200,000 0 0 aa 000 0 0 
New and additional meters . o 0 oe of Se 8 Sy | Do., at £12 10s.each . . 50,000 0 0} ie 000 0 0 
{ 17,617 19 4 Do., at £12 10s.each, = 0s. paid. 180,000 0 0} 30,000 0 6 o10! 000 0 0 
——amneee | 1 10s. since! | 
Totalexpenditure . . . « le ea | £427,370 10 6 | | } 
Balance ak, bie rks sueehuaenl | 32,629 9 6 | £10 10s. | 
£460,000 0 0 o | £430,000 0 0 £30,000 0 0 | £460,000 0 0 
No. 3.—REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
To Manufacture of gas— By Sale of gas— 
Coals, including dues, ig unloading and Common gas (per meter) at 3s. 
trimming. (See Account No. . » £38,494 10 8 per 1000 cubic feet . . £18,571 18 1 
Purification, including £849 8s. ea for labour - 1,940 5 1 Do., at 3s. 2d. per 1000 cubic ‘feet 42,105 10 7 
Salaries of engineer, oe and officers —_-— — 
atworks . . ° . aema7 © £60,677 8 8 
Wages (carbonizing) : 8,403 9 4 Less discount . . 9 4 5 
Repairs and maintenance of works and plant, ——_———. £60,579 4 3 
materials, and labour—less £150 9s. 10d. re- Public lighting and under contracts wage State- 
ceived for old materials . é 8 8,569 5 11 ment No. 10) . a . 7,470 210 . 
Distribution of gas— —— £58,428 8 0 — £68,049 7 1 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of mains and Rental of ~~, quarter). . owe — 777 8 9 
service-pipes, including labour . . £2,305 14 ¢ Residual products 
Salaries and wages of officers (including rental Coke, less £998 16s. 4d. for labour and cartage . £15, 569 10 6 
clerks). . : sn: “ice aun Breeze, less £175 9s. 11d. for labour and cartage 8 0 
Repairing and renewals of meters . - 4152011 9 ar . : 5, 191 1 3 
Public lamps— 5,451 0 3 Ammoniacal ‘liquor ° ° 4,318 00 
Lighting and repairing ‘ — . 1,730 10 8 25,350 19 9 
Rents, rates, and taxes— Rents receivable oe ee e ‘. 1438 13 6 
Rents payable . . +) a erie «i @ £279 410 Transfer fees . ~s oe ° ° * 126 
Rates and taxes , 2 sew © 2,089 3 5 
Management— 2,368 8 3 
Directors allowance ° ors ees 
Salaries of secretary and clerks oe © 760 6 7 
Collectors commission . ow ew 645 12 2 
Stationery and printing . oe ee 235 6 9 
Generalcharges . . . ord = vr 10 
Com; y’s auditors o*~ 00 
ie a 2,685 1 4 | 
Law and - poemermaed ——— ° — Ary 124 7 9 
Bad debt . «+, oe ew 318 9 4 
Gapetmmniitentend ‘ cw ew © ° 439 0 0 
Gas referees and official auditor . . e e 60 9 6 
Total expenditure : > ° £71,605 14 4 | 
Balance carried to net revenue account, . i ae ° 22,716 17 3 | 
— — | a 
£94,322 11 7 | £94,322 11 7 
No. 4.—PROFIT AND LOSS (Net Revexve Accovnt). | No. 5.—RESERVE-FUND. 
- 7 } Balance on n Deo. 31, 1876 . £20,000 0 0| Balance on June 30, 1876 . £20,000 0 0 
Interest on deposits . £46 0 9 Balance from lastaccount .£26,187 6 3 | lcci . eerste 
Insurance-fund. . 1,500 0 6) Less dividend on ordinary | vs i 
Balance applicable to divi- capital for the half year No. 6.—RENEWAL-FUND (LEasEHoLp). 
dend on tte share } ending June 30, 1876 - 21,500 0 0 oe _ — 
capitak, , - e « 26,230 19 0 —— Balance on Dec. 31, 1876 . £9,918 2 6] Balance on June 30, 1876 £9,762 7 6 
} £4,687 6 38 Interest on amount invested 155 15 0 
“£9,91 918 2 6 £9, 918 2 6 
| Amount from revenue ac- eT - —— 
count, No.3. . - 22,7 ages al 
| Interest on moneys on deposit 54 13 11 No. j —INSURANCE-FUND. 
| Dividend on reserve-fund 318 2 4 EERE oon meee ee ae 
Balance on Dec. 31, 1876 £3,023 11 6 Balance on June 30, 1876 £1, 500 0 0 0 
. Amount brought from net 
j revenue account . 1,500 0 0 
Interest on amount invested 23 11 6 
—_—. — | _ — 9 
£27,776 19 9| 27,776 19 9 £3,023 11 6 £3,023 11 6 


Ne. 8.—STATEMENT OF COALS. 

















No. 9.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS. 

















| ! 
| t 
Received Carbonizd| Used | In Store, | jMade dur-| Used in Sold in } In on 
Description of Coal. ane | | a during | during | doy i | June 30, | Jas Mal | the Belt the Half | Dec. 
the B Half the Half | the Half | “Tozg.” | | 1876, ' |Year(es ted). | Year. 18 ie 
| ¥ Year. | Year. | , | | mated.) | mated). 
" Z a i Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Cube ‘ Chsltrensef = or a4 4 | 15,539 x4 | a4 
Newcastle coal . o « « «| 10,086 | 60,253 46,646 237 13,456 | Breeze lo. 74 “ 
Cannel coal , 7 2 ff) “aisgr | aero 27985 . | 2982 | Tar . Gallons. «| 18,525 “48 393 1,500 | 449,281 16,139 
| A al liquor—Butts of j | 1,686 | 10,363 ie 9,175 2,874 
11,983 | 51,923 | 48,931 | 237 | 14,738 =| 108 gations, s-ctzeagih. 5.) 1e CE A Face” 
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No. 10.—STATEMENT OF GAS MADE, SOLD, &c. 
re 
Quantity Sotp. icsieeenis 
Quantity made, mantity used On | Total Quantity Quantity not Number 
: i - of 
D«csecription of Gas. partly [ mnconend Pabite ia “sy Private Lights | Total Quantity Bn a accounted for. | accounted for. | Public Lamps, 
‘octimeted). (per Meter). sold. 
Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. | Thousands. Thousands, ies 
ee 469,199 40,730 389,742 430,472 4,000 434,472 34,727 3,879 
a . Cogn —— > 











No. 11.—BALANCE-SHEET. 








To Capital— 

For balance, per account No.2 . . « 6 « « 
Reserve-fund, per account No.5 . . . « « « « 
ewal-fund, per account No.6... .. « « 
Insurance-fund, per account No.7 . .... « 
Net revenue account, for balance, per account No.4... . 

Sundry tradesmen, for amount due for coals, stores, and sundries. . 9, 3 
a ale iDeertrootrsee 4g ae aa eas a | | 
CEE 4 96 ‘5.06 @lgie € « 6 ¢ © 6 6 518 13 4 
Dividend account (outstanding) . . . »« © « «+ © © « « e 1616 9 


} . $32,629 9 6 
‘ 20,000 0 0 
ce. a ae. ? 
z 6 
0 

6 


- 38,023 11 


£105,969 0 0 


By Cash at bankers . . . .. - « 5 «© © « © 0 © «© « « £2,644 14 2 

Amount invested in Three per Cent. Consols— 
TE, 0 6 tee « oe 0.6 ». ae 8 

i 2. »« «ie 61m: &. 2%. 9,918 2 6 
Imsuramce-fand . . . - 2+ © © © © © ® 1,523 11 6 

-_ 31,441 14 6 


Cash in hand for freight, accounts, &e. . . . « « «© « «+ « « 1,000 0 06 
Stores in hand— 





ts. =. e 6 « + «le te, een oe 
Cokeand breeze. . . «© 6 © © © © « 871 7 0 
Tar and ammoniacal liquor *. . . . ° 1,349 0 38 
Sundry stores . . «© 2 0 « © . 2,893 12 3 
—— 17,599 611 


Accounts due to the company— 
Gas and meter rental, quarter ending Dec.31, 1876 £46,658 12 5 





Arrears outstanding . . + 8 ewe 629 13 9 
— 47,288 6 2 
For coke and other residual products . . . . . « « « « 5,265 8 8 
ea 6 Gs 6 ae! 2 Se Se LE SC 8. 0) CES 411 7 9 
Rs: « «+ «+ « € ww bbe ¢ © se oe € eM S @ 318 2 4 


£105,969 0 @ 








The Cuarrman briefly moved—“ That the report and accounts be received 
and entered upon the minutes.” 

Mr. Jut1an Hixx seconded the motion. 

Mr. Hosson said he observed that, before setting out the amount of net 
revenue a to the payment of dividends, the directors had carried 
to the credit of the insurance-fund the sum of £1500. The balance was 
therefore left very much the same as in the previous half year. Then it 
was £26,187, as against £26,230 on the present occasion, the difference 
being only £40 or £50. Only about £1500, therefore, the revenue had im- 
proved during the past six months, although during one-half of that time 
the price of gas had been raised 2d. per 1 cubic feet, and a meter-rent 
had been charged to the consumers. Taking those matters into considera- 
tion, he would have expected to find the increase in the revenue some- 
thing like £3000. 

The SecretaRy: Not so much as that. 

Mr. Hopson sid it should be pretty nearly that. But the actual in- 
crease was only about equal to the sum added to the insurance-fund, and, 
considering the lew price of coal, this was not satisfactory to him. The 
South Metropolitan Company made their honourable position by selling 
gas at 8s. per 1000 when coals were at a higher rate than they had been 

uring the last half year, and, therefore, though he was not finding fault 
with the management, he could not help remarking that he was dis- 
appointed at the result shown in the accounts. 

r. Rostron said, at the first glance, the accounts produced on that 
occasion appeared rather unfavourable; but when compared with previous 
accounts, that impression would be removed. He-had gone carefully over 
the figures, comparing them with those of the corresponding period of 
1875, and, with the exception of finding the amount realized by the sales 
of coke less, the comparison was favourable to the last half year. 

Mr. May remarked that if anything more was necessary to’ satisfy 
the first speaker on this point, he might remind him that for the half year 
ending December, 1875, the company were selling gas at a loss of 4d. per 
1000 cubic feet; whereas it was certain, during the last half year, they had 
not only not sold at a loss, but had actually carried forward a balance of 
£1500, which hed been placed to the credit of the insurance-fund. 

Mr. Foster said it must also not be forgotten that the company were 
now under obligation to supply a higher quality of gas. If they charged 
3s. 2d. instead of 3s., they were bound to supply 16 instead of 14-candle 


gas. 

The Cuarrman said the secretary would have given an answer to Mr. 
Hobson’s remarks, but that he had been somewhat anticipated by the 
observations of subsequent speakers. 

Mr. Hosson said he did not like to hear it said that the company were 
losing 4d. per 1000 on their gas a year or so ago. 

The Secretary said in the days of the high price of coal the company 
did lose 4d. per 1000—4.e., for one half year they sold gas at 4d. per 1000 
less than it cost them. 

The Cuarrman said the report which the directors had submitted to the 
meeting was so full and detailed that it left him little to say, and unless 
the shareholders had any further inquiries to make, he would put the 
motion for its adoption. 

Mr. Hosson said he should like to know whether there was a prospect of 
a better balance on the next occasion. 

The CHarrMan said he thought the company had very fair prospects. 
The directors flattered themselves that it was so. 

Mr. Foster said the whole question rested upon the cost of cannel. 
He saw that the cost last half year was £1000 more than previously. 

The Secretary said the cannel cost them £2000 more than during the 
corresponding half, and the receipts for coke were £3000 less, while the 
profit was £2600 more. 

_ The Cuarrman remarked that at the present moment there was no ques- 
tion affecting the supply of gas before the public. The only point of inte- 
rest to gas companies themselves was the sulphur question, which he hoped 
would be settled in the present session. It was a very difficult and a very 
important question for gas companies, and he earnestly trusted that some 
measures would te taken to relieve them of their heavy responsibilities in 
the matter. There was one question affecting the South Metropolitan Com- 
pany in which those present would be interested, and that was the ques- 
tion of the prospect of acall. He might, therefore, inform them that in 
October next it would be necessary to make a further call, but what the 
amount would be—whether £1 or £2 per share—he was hardly in a position 
to state. Of course, the directors would do without the money as long as 
they could, and would not call it up unless they saw that they could com- 
fortably pay the dividends upon it. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Cuarrman moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum be now declared, and made payable, the warrants to be transmitted 
to the proprietors on the 6th inst.” 

Captain HeaTuorn seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

Mr. Rostron moved, and Mr. Garner seconded, the re-election of Mr. 
Simpson as a director of the company, which was at once agreed to. 

Mr. Hozsson moved, and Mr. Fiver seconded, the election of Mr. R. 
Foster as an auditor of the company, in the place of Mr. Paull, resigned. 

The motion was put and carried. 


The CuarrmMan: Gentlemen, it is now my duty to return thanks for the 
compliment you have paid me by my re-election. I assure you I feel very 
highly the honour thus done to me. I can look back for a period of nearly 
40 years during which I have been a director of this company. I believe 
I am now the oldest gas director in London. From a document in have 
now in my possession, I find that the first dividend declared by this com- 
pany was in the year 1836, when we paid 1} percent. For the two pre- 
vious years of their existence the company paid no dividend at all, and 
it was 25 years from the date of their establishment before they reached 
their maximum. 

Mr. Jut1an Hitt: Nous avons changé tout cela. 

The Cuarmman: I have, therefore, seen the company in their times of 
adversity and prosperity; and with reference to the gentleman who has 
just been elected an auditor, and who is the largest shareholder in the 
concern, I can hardly speak too highly of the services which his family 
have rendered to us. It was his uncle who saved us from being ruined by 
putting his hands deeply into his pocket to preserve our position and kee 
us on our feet. Without him we certainly should not have gone on, a 
therefore I always feel the highest respect for his memory. Gentlemen, 
I again say that I am much complimented by my re-election, and wil] 
endeavour to serve you to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Foster: Sir, allow me to thank you for the way in which you have 
referred, not only to myself, but also to my uncle. In this company I 
must say that one generation has worked for the succeeding generation. 
When I came into business in 1836, this company were surrounded by law- 
suits, and my uncle, who took an active part in the management at that 
time, had his hands pretty full. His efforts to assist the company were 
highly successful, and the present generation are reaping the fruits of his 
labours. 

Mr. Horson moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors for 
their services, which, having been seconded, was put and carried, and the 
chairman acknowledged the same. 

Mr. Rostron moved, and Mr. Foster seconded, a vote of thanks to the 
secretary and engineer, which was cordially responded to. 

Mr. Livesey: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am very much obliged to 
you for the cordial manner in which you have carried this vote of thanks 
to me, and I can assure youl appreciate your kindness very highly. My 
connexion with this company dates back nearly 30 years. I was in the 
employ of the company before 1850, and since that time I have seen great 
changes in our affairs. About ten years before my father’s death, the 
directors appointed me to the office of engineer, and from that period until 
his decease the entire charge of the works, the management of the mex, 
and all new constructions, devolved upon me. At my father’s death you 
kindly elected me to his office in addition, and I can assure you that since 
then I have had very hard work to do. Itseems to me that troubles 
came directly afterwards. In the first place, we had the stokers strike, 
which threatened to put the whole of London in darkness. In most 
of the works the men turned out; in ours they did not. Then came the 
coal panic, during the whole of which we did all in our power to keep 
the price of gas down to 38s., so as to serve the public. I do 
not think, however, that the public have been very grateful to us; at 
any rate, our efforts during that period have placed this company in 
the foremost position of gas companies, not only in the Metropolis, but in 
the whole of England. The fact that the South Metropolitan Company con- 
tinued to supply gas at 3s., whilst the other companies went up to 5s., has 
stamped us with a character for good management which none of the 
others possess, and I think it is to this circumstance that the prominent 
position of our shares in the market is due. Then we had the agitation, re- 
sulting in parliamentary action, of 1875; and for that I contend this com- 
pany are not responsible. That agitation was induced and brought on 
entirely by the high price charged for gas by other companies, which made 
the authorities very angry, and resulted in the adoption of the sliding scale. 
As far as the sliding scale itself is concerned, I think I can claim the right 
to be considered as its author. I suggested it, in the first place, in the year 
1874, in my address to the British Association of Gas Managers. The Metro- 
— Board took it up in 1875 in a half sort of way, their intention 

eing that it should only tell against the companies, and never in their 
favour. I gave evidence upon it before Mr. Forster’s committee, and I 
believe my evidence had a great deal to do with the conclusion at which 
the committee arrived on the question. I do not at all regret what I did 
in that matter, for I believe it has resulted in an improvement in the value 
of this company’s property to the extent of at least £100,000. It has added 
very largely to the market value of ourshares. Still I had ‘more kicks than 
ha’pence” for what I did, and was accused of having sold the birthright of 
the shareholders. I had one consolation, however, for, when I came out 
of the committee-room, Mr. Hill seized me by the hand, and said, ‘‘ I am 
delighted with the evidence you have given, and I approve of it entirely.” 
Since then we have gone on smoothly so far as this company are concerned, 
but for the unfortunate restrictions that have been put upon us in refer- 
ence to the purity of our gas. Those restrictions have become 50 in- 
tolerable that I very often say to myself, ‘‘ What a fool Iam to go on with 
it; why not throw it up altogether, and let things take their chance. 
The Act appointing the Rolousds has imposed such restrictions that 
it has made my life, and the lives of other managers, a perfect misery, 
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x ts to comply with the requirements. This has caused the 
in our oa Company to take action, and to endeavour, by a Bill in Par- 
tiament, to rid themselves of this bugbear, and I believe oy stand a very 
d chance of success. With reference to this company, | may say that 
a “2 my respected father’s death our business has increased 60 per cent. 
We had then £300,000 capital = up; we have now £460,000, and the 
pusiness has increased in rather greater proportion. We have really 
built new works, also, during the last five years, so that no one who 
knew them then would know them now. Well, gentlemen, while 
acknowledging your vote of thanks, which I do most sincerely on 


my own account, I should not be doing right if I did not 
add that I think the shareholders are very much indebted to the other 
officers of the company, who I know have done their best to promote 
your prosperity. The directors some years ago ee my brother 
as assistant engineer, and but for the help which he rendered last 
year during the parliamentary struggle, when I was so much occupied, the 
management of the works would have been neglected altogether. He, 
however, ably took my place, and managed the business as well as I could 
have done it myself. 
The proceedings then terminated. 





PHCENIX GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Adjourned Half-Yearly General Meeting of Proprietors was held at 
the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark, on Wednesday, April 4—Epwarp 
Horner, Esq., in the chair. ° 

The SecreTaky (Mr. I. A. Crookenden) read the notice convening the 
meeting, the seal was affixed to the shareholders register, and the minutes 
of the last general and special meetings read and approved. 

The following report and statements of account were presented :— 

The directors submit herewith trade account and balance-sheet to the 3lst of December 


B 7 their last report the directors stated that it was necessary to restore the largest 
gasholder. Since then they have come to the conclusion that the ground can be more 
advantageously used by erecting a gasholder on a much larger scale, and have made a 
contract to erect one to contain 3 million enbic feet, in lieu of the one intended, con- 
taining only 600,000 cubic feet. This latter gasholder they will probably propose to 











No. 1.—-STATEMENT OF STOCK AND SHARE CAPITAL, on Dec, 31, 1876. 


erect on the same increased scale, which, with other available space, will afford suffi- 
cient accommodation for the largest supply of gas that can be made at the London 
stations. 
Hydraulic lifting apparatus has been erected at the Greenwich station, which will 
afford an improved and economical mode of raising the coals. 
The board regret to announce the decease of Mr. Downs, who discharged the duties 
of auditor for many years. 
Mr. 8, T. Fisher has been elected to fill the vacancy. 
The balance of net revenue account for the half year is £43,705 17s. 4d. 
Your directors recommend that dividends be declared as follows :— 
On the £20 shares, 10 percent.perannum. . ... . «£27 
On the £20 new stock, 74 percent. peranmnum., . ... . 
On the £20 capitalized stock, 5 per cent. perannum . . 





i s 6 »6- 5.4 & ©» 6.5% & oe 
Less income-tax, leaving a sum of £5005 17s. 4d. to be carried to the reserve-fund. 






































Pe ae = ee | | 
. : | Description Maximum Number Nominal Called | Arrears Remaining Total 
Acts of Parliament relating tothe =| of Dividend a Amount of | up | Total paid up.| of to be Amount 
Raising of Capital. | Capital. Authorized. |Shares Issued.) Shares. | per Share. | | Calls. Called up [| Authorized. 
| | | 
—_—— | | 
Si Ow. 6.6 6 6 © 0 © Shares. 10 per cent. 27,000 £20 All. | £540,000 | a : £540,000 
ae acess... ffl eh 5 ditto. er we All. 144,000 | a ie | "144,000 
See et te wt el 7h ditto. | i | GOpercent. | 216,000 | ie £144,000 | 360,000 
| £900,000 | | £1,044,000 
i 
——— = ———— — —————— ——————————[—[—s$—S$—[=>S——— == = - -- 
No. 2.—STATEMENT OF LOAN CAPITAL nese, 
* | Total | Remaining | Total 
Act of Parliament authorizing the Loan Capital. Description of Loan. Rate per Cent. of Interest. Amount to be | Amount 
| Borrowed. Borrowed. | Authorized. 
} 1 | 
27 & 28 Vict., cap. 159. . . 2 « « « Ds 0 oe ew ee eS | 5 per cent. £155,000 | £45,000 | £200,000 
eee ee ee ae esas * No. 3.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. aS Cr. 
To Expenditure to June 30, 1876. ° # . « £1,015,453 2 2) | Certified Received or | Total Receipts 


Ditto during half year to Dec. 31, 1876, viz.— : 
New buildings and machinery in extension of 
works , ° 


ae ee Sir a BR a ad Sa £11,572 18 0 
New and additional mains and services . 


2,514 7 10 


Ditto meters. . . . . - ~ 1,069 13 10 
—————_—_. 15,156 19 8 
Totalexpenditure. . . . . 6 « «+ - « £1,030,610 1 10 
Pte + 2h SESS BS we ESO Se Oe 24,389 18 2 








£1,055,000 0 0 


— — 


To Manufacture of gas— y 
Coals, including dues, carriage, unloading, and 


trimming (see Account No.7)... . £64,001 1 4 
Salaries of engineers, superintendents, and 
other officers at works . . . . + « « 1,229 12 6 


11,045 14 6 
621 17 10 
1,102 9 1 


Wages (carbonizing). . . . .« « « « « 
Sundries used incarbonizing. . .... 
Purification, including £741 5s. 7d. for labour. 
Repairs and maintenance of works and plant, 
materials and labour, less £743 lés. 4d. re- 
ceived for old materials . . . ... « 
bution of gas— 

Salaries and wages of officers (including rental 


27,377 7 








£105,378 3 0 








De « 6 + 6 6s & ew 6 8 CD G 
Repairs, maintenance, and renewals of mains 

and service-pipes, including labour . . 6,192 911 
Repairs and renewals of meters . . . . 2,014 17 8 


10,003 6 10 





Public lamps— 





Lighting and repairing. . . 1. + © © © © «© © « 2,378 4 5 
Rents, rates, and taxes— 
ee « « = 6s * + a 6 w £522 11 oO 
Dn +s 6% « + «+ «6's 4,662 0 5 
Management— —_—- 5,184 11 5 
Directorsallowanmce. . . . « + + » £1,250 0 
Company’sauditors. . . ° 50 0 


Salaries of secretary, accountant, and clerks 








Collectorscommissions. . .. . + « » 0 
Sundry expenses relating to collection . . . 49 9 
Stationery and printing. . .. . a 70217 1 
eee ee 336 8 
—s 5,539 3 6 
gE a eee ee 5210 0 
Law and parliamentary charges . . ...-+ + © © «© « 329 14 6 
Ct ee eee oe CHS £ fe 8 532 4 6 
Superannuation allowances. . . . . 0« «© © + «© © «@ » 607 10 0 
ee te ws Ge ee Min ere 6S ws 17216 3 





Total expenditure. . 


5. Sietewgerte — £130,178 4 5 
Balance, carried to net revenue account (No. ar 7 


45,965 2 





| 
} 


| 


No. 4.—REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


£176,143 7 0 | 





Paid off since 


| _Receipts to to 
that Date. | Dee. 31, 1876. 


} June 30, 1876. 


Description of Capital. | 





£540,000 0 0 








By Shares of £20each . . -| £540,000 0 0) ot 

Capitalized stock. . . 144,000 0 0 ‘" | 144,000 0 0 
New stock . . ate — 216,000 0 0 | 216,000 0 0 
Mc « « 8 ° 155,000 0 0 | 155,000 0 0 

1£1,055,000 0 0 - {£1,055,000 0 0 

By Sale of gas— 
Common gas, per meter, at 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet . o o « 0) o Sees 


3 
12,557 11 8 


Public lighting (common gas) . — . h 


= 


£130,873 31 
2,782 18 7 





Remtalofmeoters . . esses seve eeeees © 
Residual products— 


oke. . is 6.) «=e wes wes 
Dc «¢ «s+ os =e 8 @ 8 * 6 474 1 ll 
a ee ee a a ee ee 10,248 18 10 
Ammoniacal liquor . . 2. « »« « « » 3,851 7 1 
41,248 16 6 
BOM. 5 « se ee ee se ee 8 ee se 6 8's 1,238 8 0 
£176,143 7 0 








No. 5.—PROFIT AND LOSS (Ner Revrnve) ACCOUNT. 


Interest on bonds to Dec. 31, 
1876, . 


+ « + « + + £3,875 0 0| Amount from revenue ac- 
Interest on loans and con- : count,No.4... . . 45,965 2 7 
sumers deposits. . . . 212 2 5/| Interest on moneys on de- 
Dividend for half year to tas << 0 + « © 4413 2 
June 30, 1876. 700 0 


Balance applicable to divi- 
dends =. 


8, 
43,705 17 4 


£86,492 19 9 £86,492 19 9 
—===— — SS Ses 





No. 6.—RESERVE-FUND. 
. £92,648 17 3 


Balance on Dec. 31, 1876, Balance on June 30,1876. .£90,712 0 7 
8 


Interest on amount invested, 1,936 16 
‘ 


£92,648 17 3 £92,648 17 3 





Balance from last account .£40,483 4 0 | 


No. 7.+STATEMENT OF COALS. 


Description | yy store on eee py the |Carbonized and Used) 1, core on 


Half Year during Half Year 











0 - 
Coal. | June 30, 1876. jenaing Dec. 31, 1876.| ending Dec. 31, 1876,| Dec-31, 1876. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, 
Neweastle . . 6,670 86,664 79,201 14,133 
Cannel. ... 554 1,235 1,488 301 
87,899 80,689 14,434 

















In Store/Made during the Used during} Sold during |In Store 
er on /|HalfYesrended| the Half | the Half on 
June 30,) Dec. 31,1876 | Year Year ended | Dec. 31, 
1876. (estimated). | (estimated). | Dec. 31,1876.) 1876. 

Coke, chaldrons of 36 bush. 190 80,689 17,452 59,731 3,696 
Breeze, ditto ditto . 110 5,738 | oe 5,515 333 
Tar, gallons. . . . .| 67,481 724,103 ee 693,514 98,020 
Am. liqr., butts of 108 gals. 966 20,357 ee 19,732 1,591 
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No. 9.—STATEMENT OF GAS MADE, SOLD, &c., 1x Custc Freer. 
se fi ewey : | - Quantity Soup. 3% | a alicia, tear 
Quantity | Quantity Total Quantit i r 
| " . y Quantity not N 
Description of Gas. Made, — event Private Lights | Total Quantity | he ~ accounted for.; | accounted for. Publi Lan, 
(estimated. ) (per Meter). sold. > . 
Thousands, Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. ye “ 
Common 869,937 | 62,656 680,537 743,193 8,233 751,426 58,511 5,696 
gE —— ———_—— ~ Te — a ————____— So = = = TS =a 
No, 10,—BALANCE-SHEET, 
To Capital— yey ny By Cash at bankers . , . ny ings antined iti tWas SOEIci “£6,710 — 
# For balance, per Account No.3... 2 © «© + «© « . £24,389 18 2 Amount invested— . ams 
Net revenue— “ Ms 6 tc te tlk 8 tw 8 8 8 oe ee eo CD 
For balance, per Account No.5. . 2 © © © © © «© «© « 48,705 17 4 Stores on hand, viz.— 
Reserve-fund— NE es tri a6 te 4 cen aw. OL 0: 0 eo 
For balance, per Account No.6. . . « « «© « o « « 82,6017 3 Coke and breeze. . 2. » » «© © + © @ 1,788 18 0 
Unclaimed dividends . . . . + © 6 « © «© © © © «© ¢ 119 4 3 Tarand ammoniacailiquor . . . .. - »« 1,690 6 5 
Sundry tradesmen and others for amounts due for coals, stores, and Sun a + 2s e <s e ° 2,215 14 3 
es ee Oe eS eS BOR) Ore Oe} —_ 6 ‘ Accounts due to the company— 16,894 5 » 


GEE, oe eS Ww |S we of 8 & © vs Bw O 


£229,972 3 4 


= = meter rental, for quarter ended Dec, 31, 


Gas and meter rental—arrears outstanding 


88,490 13 ¢ 
Coke and other residual products. . . . . « + i es 22,671 5 
Se 6c Se eS Oren + OS Oo —. 2,556 13 19 


Se, 
£229,972 3 4 





The Cuamman: Gentlemen, I have to move—‘ That the report and 
accounts be received and entered on the minutes.” The accounts laid 
before you to-day present some rather different features to those which 
have been submitted upon former occasions, inasmuch as we have got the 
cost of our coal reduced to something like the prices we paid for it several 
years ago. The average price of coal used by us during the last half year 
was lds. 10d. per ton, and if we had used no cannel, it would only have 
cost us 14s. 10d., so that we have increased the cost by 1s. per ton in 
adding to the illuminating — of our gas. I am rather inclined to hope 
—in fact, I know there will be some further saving in the current half 
qos upon the expenditure for coal, as we have concluded our contracts 

or the ensuing zoe upon more favourable terms. We have, therefore 
something to look forward to, to the good. The amount of money saved 
last half year in coal was £4227, as compared with the corresponding 
— of 1875—a very considerable item. The charges for the manu- 
acture and distribution of gas have a little increased; they are some- 
what larger than we have been accustomed to; but that arises from the 
fact that it has been thought advisable, in the present favourable circum- 
stances of the company, to do our best to put our house in such = 
order that, if in the future adverse times should come, we may be fully 
able to meet them. I think, by the course we have pursued, we may say 
that the dividends of the ‘proprietors are well assured to them. One of 
the worst items in the accounts, and one that we have no control 
over, is the item of “rates and taxes.” I see that we have actually 
paid, in the last six months, £1014 more than we did in the pre- 
vious year under this head. Unfortunately this is a permanent charge, 
and one that we can get nothing out of, and I think it behoves 
every one of us to pay some attention to the way in which. rates are 
levied upon us in our respective districts. On the other side of the 
revenue account you will see that the rental for gas has increased £6873 
as compared with the half year ending December, 1875. The receipts for 
residual products are not so favourable. 
very mild winter, and I believe it is generally understood that coke has 
been a difficult material to sell. Although we have made more coke, we 


We have had, as you all know, a | 
| will, we are in a position to raise the price of gas beyond 3s. 9d., within 





have not realized so much from the sale of it, by £3565, as we did in the | 


corresponding half of the previous year. On the other hand, we have had 
a favourable contract for our tar, which has yielded us £4136 more than in 


1875, which amount more than counterbalances what we have lost on our | 
| on the capitalized stock at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, and on the 


| amount paid up on the new stock at the rate of 73 


coke. Iam sorry to say that this contract ran out on the 3lst of March, 
and we, in common with other companies, have been obliged to suffer some 
reduction in the new tar contract for the next twelve months. This will 
diminish our receipts £2000 or £3000. On the other hand, however, we 
have made a new contract for our ammoniacal liquor, which{will give us an 
improved result, and I think the loss on one residual will be made up by 
the other, so that as far as our receipts are concerned there is not much to 
fear. I now come to the prospects of the company, and I have to inform 
you that, in consequence of the very large increase which is taking place in 
the concern, it will be necessary to lay out a considerable amount of capital 
to provide for our requirements. In our last report we told you that it would 
be necessary to renew the largest gasholder at Kennington containing 
1,200,000 cubic feet. Since then we have reconsidered the plan to 
obliterate the smallest holder at that station, which had a capacity of 
600,000 feet, and to erect in its place a holder capable of containing 
3 million cubic feet. After that we propose to do the same with the 
1,200,000 feet holder, making that of a capacity of 3 million feet. We shall 
then, we believe, with other available space, have provided ample gas- 
holder room for the whole of our London district, even supposing that we 
have to give up our Wellington Street station. I think this is a grand 
thing to know, and to feel that we shall be able to keep out of the fangs of 
Parliament for some time to come. At Greenwich we also require to erect an- 
other gasholder. There have been no extensions made at those works for the 
last twelve years, and the proportion of gasholder room to the make of gas 
has now become rather close, and it would not do to delay adding to our 
storeage there any longer. I may say that these contemplated works, from 
their magnitude, will take a long time in erection. It will be necessary to 
make the tank a year before the holder is made, so that you see it will be 
two years before the whole will be completed. Now the consequence of 
all this will be that we shall require more money, and, although the direc- 
tors have not arrived at a conclusion as to the exact amount that will be 
necessary, I think I may shadow forth that a call of 10 per cent. will pro- 
bably be made about the Ist of September next. I have no doubt the call 
will be readily responded to, and it is well that the shareholders should 
have due notice, so as to make their arrangements accordingly. I am 
happy to state that there are very few questions agitating the public mind 
respecting gas companies at the present moment. We are spared this 
year the disagreeable task of a parliamentary contest upon any subject. 
The only thing which concerns us is a notice of motion given by Mr. 
Raikes, the Chairman of Committees in the House of Commons, involving 
a principle which we think is rather unfair. It is proposed to make a 
Standing Order to the effect that existing gas companies going to Parlia- 
ment for more capital shall be required to offer all new shares to the public 
by auction. To me, it appears a strange idea that a Standing Order of 
that kind should be adopted, which will prevent any consideration being 

ven by the Legislature to the peculiar circumstances of each company. 

tis not at all likely that every company all over the country will tc in 
precisely the same position, and this rule, if adopted, would take out of 
the hands of the parliamentary committees who sit on Gas Bills the power 
to insert.such-provisions as each case requires. They would be bound by 





the Standing Order to treat all alike, and therefore it seems to mp 
that this is an attempt to carry a most monstrous proposition. I mep. 
tion the matter here in the hope of inducing any of our shareholde: 
who may be able to influence members of Parliament to ask them ti 
— the motion when it comes before the House. The only othe 
public question before us is the sulphur question. The leviathian coy. 
pany on the other side of the water, and one company on this side, are 
going to try, before a parliamentary committee, to see if they cannot 
get some alteration or amelioration of the present regulations unde; 
which they are laid, in reference to the purity of their gas. I can only say 
I wish they may be successful, for whatever may happen to them yij 
some day or other be made to apply to us. With these observations, anj 
again congratulating the proprietors upon the present healthy state of our 
affairs, 1 move—‘“ That the report and accounts be received and entered oy 
the minutes.” 

Mr. Hoxzson seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The Deputy-CuHamman (Mr. Shand): You will have seen by the a- 
count No. 5, that there is a sum of £48,705 ——. from the protits 
of the company to Christmas last, which is available for dividend. The 
full dividends authorized by Parliament upon the various classes of stock 
(averaging about 8 per cent. on the whole) will absorb £38,700, leaving 
a balance of £5000 to be carried to the reserve-fund. It must be 
satisfactory to the shareholders to know that while thus doing well for 
ourselves, we have been able to do something for the consumers in our dis- 
tricts. This profit has been earned with gas at 3s. 6d., which is a very 
low price, but yet one that I hope we may be able to continue, and even at 
some distant day to make a reduction upon. Some shareholders, perhaps, 
may think it a great pity that we are not under the new regulations, % 
that we might be allowed to pay a little higher dividend. But I think the 
majority will agree with me, that though we are prohibited from paying 
a higher rate of dividend, we are in a more fortunate position, inasmuci 
as if the price of coals should rise, which I think there is no doubt it 





reasonable limits, without being obliged to reduce the rate of dividend 
below 10 per cent. Having made these remarks, I now move—‘ That 
dividends for the half year ending Dec. 31 last be, and the same are hereby 
declared and made out of the profits of the undertaking, at the following 
rates, viz.:—On the original shares at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 


er cent. per annum, 
less income-tax in each case, and that the warrants for the same be posted 
to the registered addresses of the proprietors.” The latter part of the 
resolution is a deviation from our custom to make the warrants payable to 
the bankers of the proprietors. It has been found in some cases that the 
names of the holders of shares have, in the course of time, changed alto- 
gether, and we shall, therefore, in future, adopt the practice of posting thé 
warrants to all shareholders. 

Mr. Harris seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The retiring directors and auditors were severally re-elected. 

Mr. Youna, M.P.: I should like to say one word upon a point to which 
the chairman has alluded—viz., the insidious attempt which is to be made 
to pass a resolution, consisting only of a few words, in the House of Com- 
mons, which will be equal in authority to an Act of Parliament, and which 
will seriously affect the rights of gas companies, or what they at least have 
been in the habit of considering as their rights. Not that the matte 
affects the proprietors of this company at the present moment, as it will do 
some of the country companies. The proprietors of gas shares have 
generally looked upon the issue of new capital as a bonne bouche for them- 
selves, and it has been, as a matter of fact, in many cases, the only way in 
which they could obtain a due return for the investment they have 
already made, and upon which for years perhaps they received no dividend. 
If the proposed new Standing Order is adopted, it will act most detr- 
mentally to gas interests generally. We are not at present going to Par- 
liament for new capital, and therefore we are not immediately concerned 
in the matter, but I think we ought to show a little sympathy for those 
who are under the necessity of seeking further legislative powers, and 
therefore I would ask every proprietor to represent the matter to the 
member for his borough, and point out that it would really be an act ot 
dishonesty to attempt to pass a Standing Order requiring that all new 
capital should be raised by offering shares for sale at public auction. It 
is proposed that this should be made compulsory by the House of 
Commons upon all companies, without the matter coming before the 
House of Lords for consideration at all. Of course, if the Government 
support Mr. Raikes in the matter, the Order will be adopted; but the more 
members of the House who can be induced to attend and vote against it, 
the less likely is it to be done. 

On the motion of Mr. WuiTs, a vote of thanks was presented to the 
directors for their able management of the affairs of the company. 

The Cuarrman acknowledged the compliment, and the proceedings, 
terminated. 





QUALITY OF THE BrruincHAaM Gas.—The reports of Mr. Thomas.Jackson 
the gas examiner, show that during the month of March, at the four gas- 
making stations of the corporation, 18 examinations of the illuminating 
ower of the gas supplied to the borough were made. The maximum 
ght in sperm candles was 18°11; minimum, 16°25; average, 17°28. The 
arliamentary standard is 15 candles, with Sugg’s No. 1 “London 
urner, 
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The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting was held on Tuesday, the 3rd inst., 
at the London Bridge Hotel—BengamMix DuvaL, Esq., in the chair. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. W. P. Boddy) read the notice of meeting, and the 
following report and balance-sheet were presented. 

The statement of accounts for the half year ending the 3lst of December last, here- 


ith annexed, shows @ profit of £15,226 10s. 5d. earned during the half year. After 
providing for the payment of interest due on the bonds, there will remain a balance of 


SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


£13,803 Os. 3d., from which the directors recommend the usual dividend of 5 per cent., 


less income-tax, which will leave a balance of £2446 15s. 3d. to be carried forward to 


the next account, in addition to the previous balance exhibited in the profit and loss 
account, 

The directors who retire from office at this meeting are Benjamin Duvall, Esq., and 
Staphaneen Clarke, Esq., both of whom are eligible for re-election, and offer themselves 
accordingly, 

Nathaniel J. Powell, Esq., auditor, also retires, and being eligible, offers himself for 
re-election. 


Dr. 1.—REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ended Dec. 31, 1876. Cr. 





acre 
facture of gas— 
To ame including dues, carriage, unloading, and 


Ms © 6 » = + + «6 « « « » SMBS 6 
Salaries of engineers, superintendents, and other 
officers at works . cw a ee. oe em 675 0 0 
Wages (carbonizing) . . . 4,260 14 5 
Purification, including labour . ..... 540 5 2 
Repairs and maintenance of works and plant, 
materialsandiabour. ....++.. 6,282 2 7 
£31,660 15 8 
Less old materialssold. . . . ». « « «+ 27 0 0 


Distribution of gas— £31,633 15 8 


Salaries and wages of officers (including rental 











clerks) ee eo ee ee as ew 297 10 0 | 
Repairs, maintenance, and renewal of mains and 
of service-pipes, including labour ... . 3,444 12 0 j 
Repairs and renewals of meters . ; 650 10 10 | 
Public lamps— : ———— 4,392 12 10 | 
Lightingand repairing. . . . . + + s+ © © © © © 73112 9 | 
Rents, rates, and taxes— | 
Mey» «6 6+ © © © © © oe © 104 711 
Ratesandtaxes. . . . «© © «© «© « « 1,987 8 0 | 
Management— 2,091 15 11 
Directorsallowances . . ... + + 1,000 0 0 
Company’s auditors. eT eS a 5210 0 } 
Salaries of secretary, accountant, andclerks . . 551 6 0 | 
Collectors commission. . . . « © 397 18 2 | 
Stationery and printing . ...-.. -« 9% 0 2 
General charges . ose « a 284 14 4 | 
—— 2,382 8 8 | 
Law and parliamentary charges oe a  * 170 4 4 
Se ee ae ee a ee ee ee 26113 8 | 
Disssumtallowemems . «6 2 ec ew ew ewe ew we we we ew we oe 141 4 7 
Dy. 6 eo we ec eee ee ee we @ 15 0 0 | 
——_—— 
Totalexpenditure. . . . . £41,820 8 5 | 
Balance carried to profit and loss account, No. 3, - 15,22610 5 | 
£57,046 18 10 | 
2.—CAPITAL 
Expenditure Expended Total | 
to this to | 
June 30,1876. Half Year. Dee. 31, 1876. 
To Expenditure. . ... . . £289,521 13 5 ma x 
—- £289,521 13 5 | 
Balance pie Ce ee a ee ee Ee Oe em ee 478 6 7 


3290,000 0 0 


By Sale of gas— 
Common gas, per meter, at 4s. per 1000 cubic feet £37,189 2 5 
“er 7,2 











Public lighting and under contracts, 9619 0 
’ £44,486 1 
Residual products— 
Coke, lesslabourandcartage . . $she ie 7,342 011 
i 6 Ms an ane, ar 40 ee eS 8410 6 
Tar. ° > 2,481 6 4 
Liquor . = * Pe 1,489 11 3 
, -—— 11,397 9 © 
Ps «6 « « ee © «6 «2 © 6 a wee 125 0 0 
ioe ie inte. Sib an ei opie ray eae ee alee eek 312 6 
I i ad ek nm ce ct iden aia Send in be oe 1,034 15 11 
£57,046 18 10 
ACCOUNT. 
Certified "oy Total “jn pts 
Reece e taf 
sftp Half Year. Dee. 31, 1876. 
By Ordinary shares of £10 each .£150,000 0 0 6 et 
” - £l0 each, L$Spaid. 79,985 0 O £5 0 0 £230,000 0 0 
SEBO MONS llth tC kel 8 lt 60,000 6 0 
£290,000 0 0 








£1,423 10 2 
23,777 11 5 





To Interest on mortgages and bonds, to Dec. 31,1876 . . 
Balance applicable to dividend on ordinary share capital . . . . 





£25,201 1 7 








To Capital— 

For balance, peraccount No.2 . . . 6 ». «+ + + « « S48 6 7 
Net revenue— 

For balance, per account No.3... . =. . - « 23,777 11 5 
Debenture interest for amount due to Dec. 31, 1876 . 1,423 10 2 
Leora een ete ae ee ae a ee ee 183 5 9 
Sundry tradesmen and others, for amount due for coals, stores, and 

sundries . Se ee Bo Oy) el a aL he et oe, a, ey ee 
Deprediation-fund . .. 2s ce eee ce ee ce ce « «© SO OO 
£47,756 3 0 








The CHarmMan said the company were going on in a very amicable and 
pleasant manner. The works were progressing very satisfactorily. When 
he first joined the company, 25 years ago, the ground about Deptford, 
where the mains were being laid, was all market gardens; since then 
thousands and thousands of acres had been built upon, all of which 
were supplied by the} company. They had not only been able to 
keep up their 10 per cent. dividend this half year, but to carry forward 
the sum of £2400. He had much pleasure in moving that the report be 
received and adopted. 

Mr. ALFRED Pocock said he was pleased to hear the works of the com- 
pany were in such excellent order. As one of the oldest shareholders, it 
was a source of great pleasure to him to reflect upon the position the 
company were in after the troubles and difficulties they had gone through. 
Judging from the balance-sheet, he was convinced they would still keep 
up the march of progress. 


The Surrey Consumers Gas Company were 
looked upon with envious eyes as a little mine of wealth, in consequence 
of their not applying to Parliament for fresh powers, and nothing could 
disturb their prosperity if they only continued in the same path as 
formerly. He was constantly hearing it said that theirs must be the next 
company to come under the Regulations Bill; but if they only remained 
as they were, that time would be far distant. He had great pleasure in 
seconding the motion forthe adoption of the report. 

A SuareHotper said there was £2 more remaining on each share, which 
he should be glad to see called up, and hoped the time would soon arrive 
when it would be wanted. 

The Carman said he hoped there would be no necessity to call up that 
money. As long as the company could keep out of Parliament they would 
be independent. Themoment they called up that money they would have 
to go to Parliament, and then the screw would be put upon them. Neither 
by the Corporation, nor the Metropolitan Board of Works, nor the House 
ot Commons were gas companies looked upon with a favourable eye. When 
Mr. Forster came to the front on the gas question, some time ago, he con- 
fessed he knew nothing about gas, po his subsequent conduct quite bore 
out that assertion. But the pressure put upon him by the Corporation 
and the Metropolitan Board of Works was so great that he went very much 
against gas companies. 

The report was then unanimously adopted. 


3.—PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 


4.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET. 





By Balancefromlastaccount . . ... . . «. » £21,259 311 
Less dividend on ordinary capital for the half year 
ending Dec. 31, 1876 es + + s+ ee 





£9,974 11 2 
5 








Amount from revenue account, No.l, . . 2. . © © «© . 15,226 10 
£25,201 1 7 
By Cosbatbemberm .« 6 © « «© + © © © ee . £12,820 7 8 
Cc poe a a a a a . 128416 3 

ance of this account due to the company on Dec. 31, 1876, 

ss deposits and prepayments. . . . . bom oe oe 31,160 12 7 
Coke and other residuals se = + oe Coe Be 2,659 13 11 
Dek sf « 6 8 6 6 + + 3 & Se ee & * 62 10 0 
Cash in office. . . . « 268 2 7 
£47,756 3 0 


The retiring directors, Messrs. Benjamin Duvall and Stephenson Clarke 
were unanimously re-elected. 

Mr. STEPHENSON CLARKE briefly thanked the meeting for his re-election, 
and 

The CHarrMan said he was very grateful for the honour done to him by 
his re-election. When the company were first started they were in the 
face of great opposition for two years, and paid no dividend. At last it was 
decided to enter into a district. That was done and the company soon 
began to pay a dividend, and reduced the price of gas from 6s. to 4s., being 
one-third in the consumers favour. Their district was the back slums. 
They were a to come up to the Borough, but not to enter it, and 
so they worked their way down to Deptford and into a new district, con- 
sisting chiefly of market gardens, which were now all built upon. 

Mr. Nathaniel Powell was unanimously re-elected auditor. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the chairman and directors for the services 
they had performed so ably during the past year. 

Mr. Pocock proposed a vote of thanks to the secretary and engineer- 
Both gentlemen deserved the hightest praise from the shareholders, and 
he did not think one could be praised more highly than the other. 

The motion was seconded, and the Cuarruay, in supporting it, said 
great credit was due to the engineer for the ability he displayed in carrying 
on the work of the company with so small a plant. 

The motion being put was cordially agreed to. 

The Eno1neeEr (Mr. Finlay), in responding, said that with regard to the 
outlying districts, a great portion which was formerly market gardens 
had been rapidly covered with buildings, and in consequence a great deal 
more gas was required. The works at Rotherhithe were somewhat 
cramped, and a little more room would be of great advantage. He should 
do all he could to ensure in the future the success which the company. at 
present enjoyed. ’ 

The Secretary thanked the members for the vote passed to him, and 
said so long as he retained the confidence of the shareholders and direc- 
tors-he should feel satisfied. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings. 
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ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the Offices, 
Grafton Street, Dublin, on Saturday, March 31—Epwarp Forte tt, Esgq., 


in the chair. : 
The Secretary (Mr. W. F. Cotton) read the following report of the 


directors :— 

The directors herewith submit for the consideration of the proprietors the annexed 
‘balance-sheet and statement of accounts, for the half year ended the 3lst of December 
last, duly examined and certified by the company’s auditors, and the official auditor of 
the Board of Trade. Fong 

The gross revenue derived from all sources, including interest, amounts to 
£120,414 7s, ld., the expenditure, including bond interest, being £85,712 11s. 7d., 
leaving a net gain on the half year’s working of £34,701 15s. 6d., from which the 
directors recommend the payment of dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free 
of income-tax. The adoption of this recommendation will absorb a sum of £29,500, 
Ifaving a balance of £5201 15s. 6d, to be carried forward to next half year’s account. 

There is nothing very special to report with reference to the condition of the several 
stations. The works and plant of the company are in an efficient state, having been 
well maintained; they are now capable of meeting a further development of the com- 
pany’s business, and, with one exception, the improvements and reconstruction may be 
deemed complete, the exception being a new roof in course of construction over the 
retort-house, No. 1 station, to replace one lately taken down, it having been pronounced 
dangerous from long continued oxidation, being the remains of the oldest structure con- 
nected with that station. : 

With respect to the Bill promoted by the company, to acquire additional land at Bray, 
and for the protection of the company’s works and land from damage by the action of 
the sea, the directors are happy to say that the corporation have withdrawn all opposition 
to the Bill, which now awaits the sanction of Parliament, and they hope before long to 
be in a position to carry out at a comparatively trifling expense, the works necessary for 
giving an ample supply of gas to the consumers in that district (for want of which con- 
siderable inconvenience has been experienced during the past three winters), and thereby 
render that station more profitable. 

The directors who got out of office by rotation on the 3lst inst. are Edward Fottrell, 
J.P., and David Drimmie, Esqrs., who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
One of the auditors, Francis Asken, Esq., also retires by rotation, and offers himself for 
re-election. 

Dr.—Capital Account, for the Half Year ended Dee, 31, 1876. 


Expended this 
Half Year. 


Total to 
Dec. 31, 1876. 


£690,161 15 1 








Expenditure to June 30,1876 . . . . .« « « « + ee 
Expenditure on manufacturing plant, machines, storeage 
works, and other structures connected with manufac- 
ture (notin placeof oldones) . . ..... - 
New mains and service-pipes (not being in place of old 
ones), including laying same, paving, and other works 








£2,268 6 1 





























connected with distribution. . . . . . . . «| 1,62119 8} 
New meters (notin place ofold ones), including fixings, &c.| 1,669 19 1 | 
DEL Gs i as 4 ee ee US fe ee 197 10 0 
Parliamentary expenses, . . - © © «© eo eo © + 38 8 0 
—|; 5,796 210 
Total expenditure. . . 6 «© © « # © « a £695,957 17 11 
Balance of capitalaccount . . . « »« © © © « « 41,434 12 1 
inane 10 0 
—$—$———___-—_—— ~ ——————— ———— : 
Cr.—Capital Account. 
| Certified | Received Total 
——— | Receipts to | during Half | Receipts to 
| June 30, 1876. | Year. | Dec. 31, 1876. 
Sharecapital . . . . « « « « ($589,892 10 0/ ne £589,892 10 0 
PO << .%.8cm Sad 6-3 & eee 0; a | 147,500 0 0 
£737,392 10 0 |£737,392 10 0 
————_— — 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 


Sale of gas— 
Gas (377,866,600 cubic 
feet), at 5s. per 1000 


Manufacture of gas— 
Coals, including dues, carriage, un- 
loading, and all expenses of de- 


positing same on works . . £48,334 13 0| cubic feet. . . . £94,46613 0 
Purifying materials, oil, water, and Public lighting & under 

sundries at works . .. ... 697 5 1] contracts. ... . 5,747 0 3 
Salaries of engineers, including chief Rental of meters . 2,655 1 4 


engineer, superintendents, and Residual products— 


Officers at works. . . . . 1,399 13 1) Coke, &c.,less labour and 
Wages atworks .. .... _. 699016 4] cartage ... . .11,277 2 5 
Repairs and maintenance of works ND 6 os we © a ee Tf 
and plant (including renewal of Mss c.0 «+ « +e es 
retorts), machines, apparatus, Ammoniacal liquor . . 1,958 5 0 
tools, materials, and labour . +, 11,202 0” are ee SS 
—————-|Transferfees . . .. 50 12 6 
£68,624 17 4|Ship Dispatch, money 
Less old materialsold, . . « . 512 7 7 received , . o« Bea 
£68,112 9 9 


Distribution of gas— 
Salaries of surveyor, chief inspector, 
inspectors, assistant inspectors, 

and clerks in light office . . . 1,195 0 1 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of 
mains and of service-pipes, includ- 

ing materials, laying and paving, 





and labour oo 2 oe « 3086 8 8 
Repairing, renewing, and refixing 

meters, . « « © 0 « « AM OS 

Public lamps— 
Lighting andrepairing . . . . 848 0 4 
Rents, rates, and taxes— 
ms « 6s wo « + oe oe @ 
Ratesandtaxes . . . .. . 2,54910 4 
Management— 
ee 
Salaries of secretary, accountant, 

Germs, @. . . «© « «© « « CBM S 
Collectorscommission. . . . . 957 211 
Stationery and printing . . . . 217 8 5 
General establishment charges and 

ee 6 6 te st ee ORT 
Company’s auditors . .... 15 0 0 
Lawcharges, . . ...- . . 19311 9 
MOG Gee . « 6 « « « o « OO BM 
Abatements and allowances, &c. . 41111 9 
Annuity account . . ... . S14 2 8 

Totalexpenditure . . . £82,373 18 6 
Balance carried to profit and loss 

account . ..-. . . - 38,033 19 6 

£120,407 18 0 £120,407 18 € 


The Cuarrman moved the adoption of the report and statement of 
accounts, and said he did so with a great deal of satisfaction, because the 
half year had turned out extremely well. Besides being able to give a 
dividend of 10 per cent., the directors had £5201 165s. 6i. to carry over, 
which would be available for another time. Thus this company had ad- 
vanced with strides which he did not think were paralleled by those of 





any other. The gas sold during the past half year exceeded the quantity 
sold in the corresponding half of 1875 by 13,488,300 feet. The revenue 
however, unfortunately showed a decrease of £2887. Of course, the reduc’ 
tion in the price of gas from 5s. 4d. to 5s. per 1000 feet accounted fo, 
that ; but they would not have been able to show the profit they had done 
were it not for the fact that their coal had cost £7054 less in the past half 
year than in the corresponding half of 1875. The residuals were nearly 
down in proportion, showing a loss of £4474. Coke had rather a dragging 
sale during the last three or four months; and, of course, in order to keep 
their accounts in proper order, they valued the coke on hand at the sellin 
peice, deducting 20 per cent. A large amount had been laid out under the 

ead of “ Wear pet tear,” so that the works were now in splendid eop. 
dition ; in fact, it would be worth the while of any shareholder to go anq 
look through them. The outlay on “ Wear and tear” during the half yea, 
had been £11,202, as compared with £9669 for the half year ending Christ. 
mas, 1875. Another drawback to their profits was that their taxes had jp. 
creased. However, perhaps shareholders would not complain of that when 
he told them that the increase arose from their having had to pay income. 
tax on their profits. The contingent-fund to credit amounted to £5999 
That sum, in his mind, ought to be increased. When they had a working 
capital amounting to £41,000, he thought the time was come when they 
ought to raise the contingent-fund to a substantial amount, to meet any 
fatality that might occur, although he did not anticipate anything of the 
kind, having regard to the great care which was taken in every depart. 
ment. The leakage, or quantity of gas unaccounted-for, amounted to 1¢ 
and a fraction per cent. on what had been paid for, which was highly 
satisfactory. At No.1 station they were roofing No. 1 retort-house. The 
roof in question was about the oldest structure in their establishment, and 
was in a dangerous condition; and the opportunity was being taken of 
putting all the retorts in that house in first-rate order. As had been men. 
tioned in the report, a reduction in the price of gas had again taken place 
in the present year. The price to private consumers had been reduced in 
the borough by 6d. per 1000 feet ; but, on the other hand, the corporation 
had agreed to pay for public lighting at the same rate as was charged to 
private consumers—namely, 4s. 6d., instead of 3s. 11d. for the lamps, as 
before. He had again to congratulate the shareholders on the state of 
the concern, and the dividend they were able to pay, which now amounted 
to the maximum they were permitted to pay by their Act of Parliament; 
and he assured them that the directors would continue their exertions in 
order to work the concern in the best possible manner, so as to be enabled 
at some time to make further concessions to the public at large. When 
one company occupied the whole of the city, the directors should be 
jealously careful to do so; and accordingly, he assured them that on this 
point the directors would not fail to work for the public as well as for the 
shareholders. He thought he might go the length of saying, from his own 
experience, and from having closely looked into their accounts with their 
respected secretary and manager, that he did not doubt that they would 
be able to continue the present dividend. He did not pledge himself on 
the subject; but he saw no reason to doubt their being able to do so. 

Sir Joun Barrincton seconded the motion, remarking that, after the 
chairman’s admirable statement, which showed how thoroughly sound was 
the financial position of the company, there could not be a dissentient 
voice as to the propriety of adopting the report. He considered that the 
shareholders were greatly indebted, not only to the directors, but also to the 
secretary and all the officials for the sound. position of the company. He 
did not believe there was in the United Kingdom a better investment for 
any man’s capital than this company. Some parties had attempted to get 
up an opposition to them, for what purpose he did not know; however, it 
had collapsed, as all oppositions would which were got up for futile reasons. 
He was glad to find that the directors had been able to carry their Bill 
through Parliament for the improvement of the company’s work at Bray, 
and that they had met the corporation in such a spirit as to avoid the 
unnecessary expenditure of money in London. Having regard to the pro- 
gress which was being made in building all round the city, he felt sure 
that they would not only be able to keep up the 10 per cent. dividend, but 
also to make sufficient profits to enable them hereafter to reduce the price 
to consumers. 

After some conversation, on a suggestion of Mr. Kennedy, that the meet- 
ings might be held earlier after the close of the half year than at present, 
to which the chairman and secretary replied, pointing out that it would 
be impracticable -to do so, the resolution for the adoption of the report 
and statement cf accounts was then put and carried mem. con. 

The CHammman moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, free of income-tax, be now and is hereby declared, the same to be 
payable on and after Monday, the 9th of April.” 

Mr. Tuomas SynnottT seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

On the motion of the CHarrman, seconded by Mr. Kenny, the retiring 
directors, Messrs. E. Fottrell and D. Drimmie, were re-elected. Mr. F. 
Askin was also re-elected an auditor of the company. 

The meeting was then made special, and 

The Cuarmman moved—* That the directors be and are hereby at liberty 
to raise, from time to time, the money which the company have raised on 
bond by the creation and issue, at such times, in such amounts and 
manner, and on such terms, subject to such conditions, and with such 
rights and privileges as they may think fit, of stock, to be called debenture 
stock, instead andin lieu of, and the same amount as the whole or any 
part of the money which is now owed by the company on bond.” The 
object of the resolution was that the ey had a debt of £147,500 in 
bonds, which as they became due, every five or seven years, had to be re- 
newed. That was an operation of trouble and expense, the bonds having 
to be reprinted, and it might also happen that the state of the Money 
Market at the time the bonds fell due would raise sound difficulties in the 
way of renewing them on favourable terms. But by issuing debenture 
stock these disadvantages would be got rid of, and in addition the new 
stock could be held by trustees, which was an advantage; the old bonds, 
with coupons attached, requiring a personal trust. He might mention 
that since that time twelve months there fell due £25,900 of these bonds, 
which were issued at 44 per cent., and which the directors had been able 
to re-issue at 4 per cent. That, he thought, would be deemed highly 
satisfactory. 

Mr. Drmrure seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Kennepy thought the rate of interest upon the new debenture 
stock should have been stated, and suggested that the maximum should 
be 5 per cent. 

The Cuarrman said the shareholders must have sufficient confidence in 
the Board to leave this matter in their hands. There were just two 
matters which he omitted mentioning in his few opening remarks. The 
first was, that in last half year they had had about 600 new customers, and 
the second was that they were making preparations for applying to Par- 
liament, pursuant to the notice already given, about the Bray works. 
They did not intend expending any large amount on these new works. 
They purposed taking out a spare gasholder from the station in Dublin, 
and while they would endeavour to provide for the wants of the residents 
of Bray they would be cautious in their expenditure. 

The motion was put and carried. 








The Lorp Mayor having been moved to the second chair, 
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ne as 
Mr. Brooxs, M.P., moved that the cordial thanks of the proprietors be 
iven to their excellent chairman for his unwearied exertions at all times 
Z promote the — of the company, and especially for his able conduct 
chair that day. 
in ne MacOBEADY had great pleasure in seconding the motion. 

The Lorp Mayor, in putting the motion, said itwas a proof of the esteem 
in which Mr. Fottrell was held that two members of his board were found 
to propose and second a vote of thanks to him. He was eminently 
deserving of such a marked compliment, for he had paid unceasing atten- 
tion to the affairs of the company from their very inception up to the pre- 
sent moment. They all recollected the position in which the concern 
was five or six years ago, and must all agree that a system of management 
which transformed it into a gigantic success, paying a dividend of 10 per 
cent., was one to be approved of and applauded. He (the Lord Mayor) had 
taken a deep interest in the undertaking for several years past. He had 
watched its progress in later years, and, having studied the question 
deeply, he could assure the shareholders that they need not be one bit 
alarmed that the reduction in the price of gas would lead to a reduction 
of dividend. He might also state that the 16-candle gas supplied by 
them could not be excelled by any company. It was as good as the London 
18-candle gas, 80 that the consumers were getting a good article at a low 
figure. He put the motion, that the chairman be accorded their cordial 
thanks, with great pleasure. 

The vote was passed with acclamation. 

The Cuarnman briefly returned thanks. He could assure the meeting 
that all his colleagues on the board of direction had worked as diligently as 
he had done to promote the prosperity of the undertaking. 

Mr. BRUNKER moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Cotton, the able and inde- 
iatigable secretary and manager of the company, to whose exertions and 
abilities so much of their prosperity was due. 

Mr. Brooxs seconded the motion, which, he believed, met the cordial 
assent of the meeting. 

Mr. W. F. Corton, acknowledging the compliment, said it was marks of 
approbation such as these that induced officers of a company to greater 
exertions in the interests of proprietors. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





BRISTOL WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 
The Annual General Meeting of Shareholders was held on Saturday, 


the 31st ult.—Mr. F. Fry in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. A. J. Alexander) read the following report :— 


The revenue from water-rates for the year 1876 was £56,775 12s. 5d., being an increase 
of £2674 1s. 7d. over that of the previous year. 

The sum shown by the revenue account annexed to be applicable for dividend is 
£18,897 9s. 6d., and the directors recommend that a dividend of 5 per cent. on the £25 
and £20 ordinary shares (£8 paid) be now declared. This, with the intermediate 
dividend of 5 per cent., will make the dividend for the year 10 per cent., and, after 

ing £2000 to the reserve-fund, leave a balance of £4245 12s. 10d., out of which the 
directors recommend the payment to the proprietors of the £25 ordinary shares of 
7s. 6d. per share on account of arrears of dividend, absorbing £3000, and leaving 
£1245 12s. 10d. to be carried forward. 

The increase of the revenue for 1876 was fully equal to, and the number of houses 
supplied Td in excess of, the average of recent years. It may, therefore, be fairly 
anticipated that the future rate of annual increase will be augmented. 

It is probably known to most of the proprietors that the tendency of recent legislation 
has been to encourage the transfer of the undertakings of water companies to local 
authorities, and that in Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Bath, and many other 
towns, the water supply is in the hands of the corporation, Your directors have to 
report that the Town Council of Bristol, acting upon a principle already widely 
established, resolved, at a meeting held on the Ist of January last—“ That it will be for 
the interest of the city to acquire the undertaking of the company, provided the 
purchase can be effected on equitable terms.”” At the same time a committee was 
appointed to treat with the board. The negotiations which have since taken place 
between the committee and the board have not yet arrived at a stage to which reference 
could be advantageously made at this date. 

The additional supply-main was in July last completed between Flax Bourton and 
Bristol, and has since been in constant use. The second section from Bourton to 
Chelvey is now being laid. A contract has been entered into for two pumping-engines 
of 100-horse power each, to be erected at the Chelvey pumping-station. These are 
designed to pump from a well now in course of sinking, and from the Chelvey springs, a 
quantity of water which will considerably more than double the present delivery from 
this source of supply. A high-level service-main has been carried from the Durdham 
Down reservoir to the Bristol Lunatic Asylum at Stapleton, and branch mains in con- 
nexion therewith have been laid for the supply of that neighbourhood and the district of 
St. George. 

To ane the increased demand upon the high-level service, and in view of the possible 
extension of your mains to the Avonmouth Dock, tenders have been invited for the 
supply of two engines of 80-horse power each, to be erected at the Victoria pumping- 
station, An additional main of 18 inches diameter will immediately be laid to the 
Durdham Down reservoir, and an arrangement made, by pumping over a stand-pipe, to 
add to the efficiency of the supply at the highest points of your district. 

All the works referred to will be completed early in 1878, when the whole of the 
extension works contemplated under your Act of 1872, and designed by your consulting 
engineer, Mr. John Taylor, C.E., to meet the future requirements of your district, will 
have been carried out. 

Messrs. Alexander Brogden and Son, who are interested in a recently abandoned iron 
mine at Frampton Cotterell, have this session promoted in Parliament a Bill seeking 
power to supply to some of the inhabitants of Bristol and Clifton water to be pumped 
from the mine shaft. Your directors are fully prepared to meet this speculative attempt 
to establish a competing water-works company with the most determined opposition. 

The capital expended during the past year was £27,207 13s. 3d., and the length of 
mains laid about 124 miles. The engineer, Mr. H. W. Pearson, reports that the works 
are in good condition. aol 

The retiring directors are Mr. Fuidge, Mr. Leech, and Mr. Jones, who are eligible, 
and offer themselves for re-election. The retiring auditor is Mr. Curtis, who offers 
himself for re-election. 


The Cuarrman, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to the 
fact that the usual increase in the company’s business had been main- 
tained, and said that, though the working expenses had been higher than 
in some previous years, they were not, upon an average of years, greater 
than usual. Having alluded to the extensions rendered necessary to meet 
the demands of the city, he proceeded to remark upon the proposed sale 
of the undertaking to the corporation, although, as he said, the directors 
did not intend to ask the shareholders for any expression of opinion 
thereon at this meeting. 

The Secretary, at the request of the Cnatrman, read the terms which 
had been arrived at between the sub-committee of the corporation and the 
directors, as follows :— 

l. The corporation to assume the responsibility of the preference and debenture 
Stocks of the company on the terms on which these stocks are now held by the proprie- 
tors, and to guarantee to them the respective interest and dividends thereon on the 
Security of the city. 

2. To guarantee a dividend of 10 per cent. per annum to the holders of the £200,000 
£25 ordinary share capital. 

3. To guarantee a dividend of 10 per cent. to the holders of £20 ordinary share capital. 
These shares to be fully called up at intervals, to be agreed on between the corporation 
and the company. 

4. To guarantee to the proprietors of the £25 ordinary shares an annual payment of 
10s. per share, in consideration of their right to arrears of dividend. Such payment to 
be postponed for five years. 

5. The claims (if any) of the proprietors of the 5 per cent. preference stock to dividend 





beyond 5 per cent. per annum, if not previously settled, to be satisfied by the corpora- 
tion in the event of their tion being thought proper by Parliament. 

6. Proper provisions to be made for all the officers of the company. 

7. The various points of detail not covered by the various resolutions to be settled by 
a joint committee of both sides. 


The Cuarrman said these resolutions contained the outline of the terms 
that had so far been arrived at by the board of directors and the committee 
of the corporation, and the toand were ae of course, to recommend 
them for the shareholders adoption some day, but the negotiations were 
now in a preliminary state, and the directors did not purpose to ask the 
opinion of the shareholders on the subject at present, but they thought it 
right to inform them of the state of the negotiations. He knew that there 
were meetings being held in the city, where many things which were 
irrelevant were stated. He would not stop to discuss these, but there 
were one or two points he should like to allude to. One of the things 
said was that the price of the water was a high one. But no one told them 
that the water company got spring water out of the bowels of the Mendip; 
no one told them that they had expended thousands of pounds in getting 
it from the hills; no one told them that the water was brought down in 
covered aqueducts in the purest possible state; and that no company gave 
better water than did the Bristol Water Company. At Clifton, to the 
very top, or supplied every house. Neither did they tell them what was 
the cost of the water, and what had to be expended on the works. He 
reminded them that it was not a manufactured article. They could not 
get it like beer or i. but yet it was talked of out of doors as though it 
were manufactured. The cost of the water depended on the cost of the 
works that were necessary to obtain it. They must find from whence the 
water was to be obtained, and the remuneration they were likely to obtain 
depended on the extent of the supply in the town. And it might cost in 
one town ten times as much as it dia in another. Bristol, he might say, was 
very badly situated in this respect, because the water had to be brought 
down from the Mendip Hills. It must, therefore, be expensive; but it 
was good and pure water. Let them look at other towns. At Exeter they 
had a water-wheel, three miles from the city, which pumped the water 
into it. So at Cardiff and in other towns there were difficulties in obtain- 
ing the water. It was a great fallacy to compare the water with which 
they supplied Bristol with other towns in the kingdom. Then it was said 
the company were indebted to the corporation for allowing them to obtain 
consent from Parliament to create new shares at 10 per cent. That was 
an entire mistake. They obtained that power because it was just and 
fair; they showed they had a very small amount of capital. It was the 
custom now to have one-third borrowed money and two-thirds share 
capital. The Bristol Water Company were notin that position by £100,000. 
Ii they divided their whole capital, their new shares and old would not 
amount to two-thirds of the total capital by £100,000, and therefore Par- 
liament had said that it was just and fair they should increase their share 
capital. The corporation might have opposed the company’s Bill, but 
they did not do that. Beyond that they were not indebted to them. 

Mr. | J. THomas seconded the motion, which was put, and unanimously 
carried. 

The Cuarnman then moved—“ That a dividend of 5 per cent. on the £25 
and £20 (£8 paid) ordinary shares for the half year to Dec. 31, 1870, be paid 
on the 17th of April next to the proprietors now on the register.”” He 
omitted one point in his speech. They were all, no doubt, aware of the 
Bristol District Water Bill that was promoted, and of what was passing 
in the city. He could assure the shareholders that the directors were 
offering that company every possible opposition, and that they had not 
the least idea of allowing such a Bill to pass without the most strenuous 
opposition. He might say that a second water-works company for a town 
had not been sanctioned by Parliament for more thap 20 years. Legislation 
as regarded water-works was very different from that of a railway. 
Any new water-works company would have to compensate the existing 
one. This ry’ paid £39,000 for the goodwill of their present 
undertaking, and it had been the rule of Parliament that compensa- 
tion should be paid to existing owners. The directors felt very confident 
that that would continue to be the principle followed by Parliament. This 
company were now paying £2000 a year on account of having to buy u 
small private affairs. Parliament always took the line that he hac 
shadowed forth; whether it would alter it now or not he could not say, 
but at all events the directors had every confidence, and they would offer 
the proposed Bill every opposition in their power. 

Mr. C. J. Tomas seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. Natsu said he thought there was a little misapprehension in the 
minds of the public with reference to what interest the company were 
really paying. He had taken some pains to ascertain and calculate what 
the interest would be pappeuns, they had exercised the whole of their 
borrowing powers, and the whole of their capital had been called up. 
oes they borrowed £40,000 at 4 per cent., and called up the whole 
of their capital stock, paying 10 per cent. on the new shares and 12 per 
cent. on the £200,000, and then averaged the per centage over the whole of 
the capital of £800,000, they would find that the interest-would be a little 
over 73 per cent. He thought that might remove alittle misapprehension, 
for people ran away with the idea that the company were paying 10 per 
cent. on some of their capital stock, and 12} on another portion. Such was 
not the case. 

The Cuarrman said the secretary informed him that if they paid 10 per 
cent. on their share capital of £360,000, and took the remainder of the 
capital, which was borrowed, making £800,000, the average would be 7} per 
cent. If they had raised more share capital the interest to be paid would 
have been still greater, but the directors had kept it down by borrowing 
money, and that had been an advantage to the consumer. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Cuarmman then moved—“ That a further dividend of 7s. 6d. per 
share on the £25 ordinary shares, towards making up the deficiency of 
previous dividends, be paid on 17th of April.” 

Mr. C. J. THomas seconded this, and congratulated his fellow-share- 
holders upon the fact that, after 30-years of arduous work, they hadreached 
a point. when they were beginning to pick up some of their back interest. 

A SHAREHOLDER: Some citizens want to knock that off. 


The Carman said those "men apparently wanted their concern for 
nothing. It was the common law the land as regarded water-works 
that they should have the power to pay up back interest. He knew one 
that had paid up every shilling, and Parliament always allowed it. There 
was one thing the public did not seem to take into account, and that was 
that this company did not wish or ask the city to purchase their works. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously, and, on the motion of 
the CHarrman, seconded by Mr. THomas, it was agreed to add £100 a year 
to the salary of the secretary, in consideration of his long and valuable 
services to the company. 

The Srcreranry, in thanking the shareholders for so kindly adopting the 
resolution, said there was a possibility that the company might not much 
longer require his services; but’be that as it might, he could assure the 
proprietors that so long as he was their secretary there would be no relaxa- 
tion in his endeavours to promote their interests. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected, and a cordial vote of 
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thanks was given to the board for their able management of the affairs of 
the company. 

Mr. Tuomas, in proposing the vote, said the time at which they had now 
arrived was a very critical one for the company, and the past three months 
must have been a period of some anxiety to the board. The question of 
the transfer of the works was a very serious one for the shareholders. He 
believed that the basis laid down by the directors for the transfer of the 
property to the corporation was an exceedingly fair one, and having come 

+ conclusion, he hoped that they would be firm in their future nego- 
tiations with the city. ere had been a great deal of nonsense both 
written and talked in the last month or two on the subject, and, of course, 
they might expect that there would be. People who wanted to purchase 
a thing usually were not willing to give the price that people who had a 
pracy ey sell required. They had a very valuable property in these works, 
and he did not think the directors had asked an unreasonable price for 
their property. He was sure they were all contented to leave the matter 
in the hands of the directors. 

The Carman, in acknowledging the compliment, said the directors 
were much obliged to them for this expression of their confidence. The 
shareholders might depend upon the directors continued exertions in 
carrying out whatever was for their benefit. In the negotiations that Mr. 
Thomas had referred to, he hoped they would continue to show necessary 
firmness, and, at the same time, a desire to do what was fair towards the 
city. He hoped the directors would be met in the same spirit, and they 
believed they would be. They had no reason to fear, and they believed 
that the negotiations would be carried on by both sides in a reasonable 
~— The corporation had expressed a strong desire to have the control 
of the water supply, and it was the general thing now that corporations 
should have such control. The directors were ready to meet them. Many 
water-works companies had shown determined opposition to corporations, 
and put the latter to enormous 7—— before they could acquire Acts for 
compulsory purchase of works. This company had done nothing of the 
kind ; they had shown no desire to oppose the wishes of the corporation, 
and he thought the company ought to receive credit for that. The direc- 
tors hoped that the nonsense that had been recently talked would he for- 
gotten, for a great deal of it was founded on ignorance. The company had, 
as Mr. ‘Thomas said, a very valuable undertaking, and their works could 
not be constructed now for half as much again as they cost the company. 
Their springs of water, too, were worth a great deal more now than when 
they purchased them, for now the trouble and expense would be incal- 
culably greater. People who knew next to nothing about the matter talked 
ef a water company asif it were a gas company or a brewery, which was 
the greatest mistake in the world. 


Mr. W. Samiru, in moving a vote of thanks to the chairman, said that, 
being himself a shareholder in the company, he had abstained, both in the 
council and at that meeting; from entering into any discussion with 
regard to the proposed transfer of the works; but he might say that he 

y agreed with what had fallen from the chairman, to the effect that 
the company were quite content to be left alone with their property. The 
city might leave them alone, and if they did the shareholders would be 
quite content, and, in fact, they would much rather that the city did not 
interfere with them. At the same time, if the city was bent on acquirin 
the works, the company were prepared to meet the corporation on fair an 
equitable terms, not in a spirit of haggling, but as citizens of Bristol. 

The motion was carried, and, the Cuamman having replied, the proceed- 
ings terminated. 





BLACKBURN GASLIGHT COMPANY. 
Working Statement for the Year ending Dec. 31, 1876. 
Gas made, as per station-meter. : 290,539,000 cubic feet. 
Gas sold to private consumers— 
89,565,800 at 4s. 3d. 
109,616,600 at 4s. 
53,382,900 at 3s. 9d. 


252,565,300 = 252,565,800 


Gas sold for public lighting contracts . 12,857,140 
———— 265,422,440 ,, 
Unaccounted for. . . ». »« + « « « « 25,116,560 cubic feet. 
Or 8°63 per cent. 


The absolute loss by leakage cannot be ascertained, as the quantity used 
on works and offices is not known; but supposing 1 per cent., or 2,900,000 
cubic feet, be taken as the quantity used on works and offices, the ldss by 
leakage would be 22,216,560 cubic feet, or 7°64 per cent. 


Capital employed— 
Share capital . . . £226,278 0 0 
Loan capital. . . 20,870 0 0 


> £8 13s. 73d. per ton, or 18s. 7d. per 
Total. . . . . £247,148 0 O= { fn heb rma Fy 
Coal carbonized— 


Common. « e ese 21,801 tons = 76°59 per cent. 
Onmmel. 2 0 2 se oo 6,664 ,, =28°41 ,, 


28,465 tons. 


Illuminating power required by Act. . . 
Illuminating power of gas supplied . ° 17 candles. 
Gasmade ...... « «© © « « «+ 290,589,000 cubic feet. 
Gasmadeperton .....+.-. 10,20 


None. 


e L ” 


iia amy ee: vdiee hi be . ° 265,422,440 a 
Genter ert. |. + c'ee 6 8 ee 9,324 “ 
Gas sold per cent.on make. .... . 91°36 per cent. 
Used at works and offices ... .. « 2,900,000 cubic feet. 
ao 2 per cent. on make 0°99 per cent. 
Gas unaccounted for . ... . . «. « 22,216,560 cubic feet. 
aS a per centon make. . 7°64 per cent. 
OCokemade. . . 6 =e ee ee es 21,100 tons. 
Coke used for fuel . ate i a i oe 
Ss » . percent.onmake . . 43°00 per cent. 
Average price of coke sold, 5s. 113d. per 
lt ae Pe eer 8s. 10d. per chaldron. 
Tar made, 1444 tons, = at 200 gallons per 
Pe ear ae er 288,800 gallons. 
ja made per - — coal OL ee "a Pa 
verage price 0 pergallon .... 14d. per gallon. 
Liquor made, 2336 tons, = at 230 gallons nes 
See. s+ 6 6 om a & 41 8.8 537,280 gallons. 
ion made ve ba of ig = gall oe “ 1S a. ne 
verage price 0 or per ons . 8. 
Net proceeds of om and other residuals 
percent,oncostofcoal .....- 80°93 per cent. 
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| \Cost per 1000} Cost per Ton of 

\Cab.Ft. Sold.| Coal Carbsnizeg, 

on a Me sa z| STL Sie 

Re oe ae — 22,589 138 7| — |20°42) — 15 10-4¢ 

Less Residuals— | _ | | 
AAAS 8 ee | 335; —|2 721; ~ 
Se 2 «0. ¢ ‘1 411 0 — 0:00; — 004; — 
a - .| 2,285 15 2 oo 2:06) — jl 727) — 
Liquor... . -| 996 16 11 0:90; — oa) . 

jp——--—— 6988, 1 6) — 631) — | 41093 
Netfor coal. .| — {1660012 1) —l1411| — jlo ns 
Purifying . .,. .| 951 9 4 _ hg _ 802) ~ 
Salaries of engineers, 

Ge... ... .| 8518 4 — |075) —| 696) ~ 
Wages at works . 5,086 4 3 as 460! — (8 687)  ~ 
Repair and main- | 

tenance of works .| 5,572 7 1 _ | 504; — (8 1098) — 
Salaries of surveyors,; j | 

inspectors, &c.. .| 497 3 6 _ | 0°45; — 419; — 
Repair and main-| 

tenance of mains | 

and sewers . -; 901 4 8 _ / O81; — 760; — 
Repairing, renewing, 

& refixing meters; 1,419 8 0 — ; 128; —] 1197; — 
Public lamps, light- | | 

ing and repairing. | _ _ _-|— —_;|-— 
Rents. se of 4% F1E — |; 042; — 3°97; — 
Rates and taxes . .| 3,800 6 2 _ 344| — 12 8:04) — 
Directors allowances} 200 0 0 —_ 018; — 169; — 
Salaries of secretary, | | 

accountant, &c. .; 48011 9 — 043) — 4°05 _ 
Collectors salaries .| 320 0 0 — |o99/ —| 2) — 
Stationery &printing 129 0 7| | 0712 1:09 
General _ establish- | 

mentcharges . .| 47617 6) _ 043; — 4:02; — 
Auditors fees... 40 0 0 — 004, — 0°34) — 
DO ns + 6 +s 32 0 1! _ 003; — 027; — 
mee GS ks ws 85 6 1) — 003; — 0°30 _ 

Total working ex- | 

pemses. ... ~ 21,237 0 3 — 1920) — {14 11-0 
Coal and working ex- | 
penses,less residuals _ \36,837 12 4; — '83°31 25 10°59 
HRental ... . 50,733 3 0) == 48°21, — | 
Public lighting . 2,272 5 38) _ 42°41) — H 

Total rental and —— | 

public lighting . _ 58,005 8 3 — \47°93 37 291 

| saci | 

Profit on as 1 a "es 129 

caine. 16,167 15 11 — 1462 jill 4°32 





Summary. 
Profit on gas manufacture, as per above statement . £16,167 15 11 
Less not included in the above— 
Repairing cottages, debited in revenue account . . 463 2 3 


£15,704 13 8 


Add not included in the above— 
ra: a ae 


Rental of meters ... 


SS ee ee ee 232 10 10° 
ee en ee ee 89 0 8 
Intereston calls .... «ce. 11 11 11 
Sundries—receipts ° ow 616 16 5% 
Profit on meters sold. . 2. « « « 2217 7 
— 2,512 410 
Frofit, as per balance-sheet ... . . £18,216 18 6 


_ above statement was prepared by Mr. Spice and Mr. Ogden, the 

able manager of the works, in order to be put in evidence before the com- 

mittee on the Blackburn Gas Bill. The agreement of the company to sell, 

if they could come to satisfactory terms with the corporation, rendered 

— unnecessary. The above return, however, is so complete, and 

- ~~ ga excellent results, that we deem it worthy of publication.— 
p. J. G. L.) 


Carnarvon Gas Suppry.—At the meeting of the Carnarvon Town 
Council, on the 3rd inst., the manager of the gas-works (Mr. Parsons) 
reported that, owing to the large extension and developments of the 
works since they had come into the hands of the corporation, the con- 
sumption having increased from 5,777,000 feet in 1867 to 10,907,000 feet in 
1876, the existing arrangements were inadequate to meet the increasing 
demands. He recommended the erection of a new gasholder, to contain 
80,000 feet, the laying of a new trunk main, and a larger governor, the 
total cost being £2393. To meet the cost of the additions he suggested 
that £2500 additional capital should be raised, and that the works should 
be proceeded with this summer. Mr. De Winton, chairman of the Gas 
Committee, said that there was £1000 in hand to meet the expense of the 
additions ; but, as this would not be sufficient, it was recommended that a 
further sum of £1200 be raised from the treasurer. On the motion of Mr. 
W. P. Williams, the recommendations of the committee were adopted. 

Fytpr Water-Works Company.—The half-yearly meeting was held on 
the 5th inst.—Mr. F. Kemp in the chair. The directors report stated that 
the expenditure on ++ account up to the 28th of February last 
amounted to £149,527 9s.1d. The revenue account for the six months 
ending on that date showed that the amount received for water (including 
a balance of £353 8s. 8d. from last account) was £6258 5s. 10d., the interest 
on loans and working expenses was £2048 11s. 3d., leaving a balance of 
£4204 14s. 7d., showing a net increase of £790 10s. 5d. over the corre- 
sponding half of last year. The directors recommended a dividend at the 
rate of 4 per cent. per annum on stock A,and 7 per cent. per annum on 
stock B, less income-tax, leaving a balance to the credit of revenue of 
£80 4s. 9d., which it was recommended should be carried forward to the 
next account. The number of houses supplied had increased during the 
half year from 5537 to 5726. On the 8rd of December last a leak sud- 
denly appeared at the foot of the bank of the Grizedale reservoir, and it 
was feared that the necessary repairs would cost not less than from £6000 
to £8000. To een the supply of water from the Grizedale Brook, 
the directors had made a contract with the Catterall Hall Company for 
them to pump into the mains from the river Calder during the summer, 
and from time to time as required, a quantity of water not exceeding 
54 million gallons, the estimated cost of which was £2500. The new 
reservoirs at Barnacre were expected to be ready for use before the season 
of 1878. About 7300 yards of the new main to Bt. Anne’s-on-the-Sea had 
been laid, and the mains had been extended to Revoe, an outlying dis- 
strict of Blackpool. 
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SHEPPY GAS COMPANY. 


The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the 
Offices, Trinity Road, Sheerness, on Tuesday, the 27th ult.—Mr. J. Cots 


j hair. 
in Se ‘SEcRETARY (Mr. A. W. Marks) read the following report of the 


directors :— : 

The works and plant have been carefully maintained in a thoroughly efficient state, 

irs having been attended to as soon as the necessity for them became evident. 

The only addition of any note, beyond new mains and services where required, is that of 

a weigh-table for coals, the use of which, it is believed, will be of considerable advantage 
to the company. r 4 p : 

There has been a steady increase in the gas-rental, and fair prices have been realized 

siduals. ji 
aoiaeesble complaint having been made by small consumers, of the disproportionate 
charge to them for meter-rents, the directors have judged it proper to reduce the charges 
for 2 and 3 light meters to 6d. and 9d. per quarter respectively, instead of is. per quarter, 
as was previously charged indiscriminately for 2, 3, and 5 light meters. : 

‘An improved arrangement of retorts, by which a great saving of manual labour is 
anticipated, having been patented by the manager, Mr. W. T. Carpenter, the directors 
have sanctioned the erection on the works of one experimental bed, on the terms that, 
if the new process of gas-generating be found successful, this company are to enjoy the 
right of using the patent hereafter in their works, without the payment of any royalty 
or other consideration. 

The fact of having withdrawn certain sums in recent years from the reserve-fund 
account, which money forms part of the working capital, and the new arrangements for 
purchasing coal at short credit which have been made, necessitate the calling-up of some 
additional capital. The temporary loans, which appear in the accounts, have since 
been paid off, but the amount will be again required later in the year. As a permanent 
arrangement, the directors propose calling up £2 per share on the 419 B* shares, and 
they believe this amount of capital may now be profitably employed. 

The profits of the ened have been satisfactory. The dividends for the first half year 
were paid on Nov. 1, 1876, at the usual rates, and the directors recommend the declara- 
tion of similar dividends for the second half of the year, to be paid by warrants on the 
lst of May next. These together will make up dividends for the year at the rates of 4 
per cent, on the A shares, and 10 per cent.on the Band B* shares. The balance of 
profit it is proposed to add to the reserve-fund account. 

The directors have to mention with sincere regret the decease of Mr. James Urquhart, 
who was a large shareholder, and whose services as a director, from his professional 
experience, were of great value to the company. The vacancy thus caused has been 
filled by the election of Mr. George Booth, of Rochester. 

The directors who retire by rotation this year are Messrs. G. Lockyer, H. G. Clarkson, 
and A. J. Hearn, who, being eligible, with the auditor, Mr. E. W. Brightman, offer 
themselves for re-election accordingly. 


Dr. Trade Account for the Year 1876. Cr. 








Coals carbonized .£3,741 4 9)Gas-rental . . . . .. -£6,302 11 10 
Purifying. . . . . . . 83 3 O| Meters, fittings,and stove hire 22211 5 
Wages on manufacture and | Coke, tar, and 
distribution . . . . . 76717 6) liquorproduced.£1,753 9 4 
Manager’ssalary . . . . 19210 0|Lesscartage paid 72 5 2 
Auditor’ssalary. . .. . 15 0 0 — 1,681 4 2 
Secretary’s commission . . 25312 6 | Coals sold at works. - aw s 
Directorsfees .... . 60 0 0 Watersoldatworks ... 4 710 
Rent, rates, taxes, &c.. . . 18115 9 | Gas-fittings . _ 188 13 6 
Stationery, stamps, and in- Transferfees. . . .. . 326 
cidentals . . . . . . 62 6 8|Rentcharges. ..... 1115 0 
Repairs, renewals, tools, and Rent of garden plots . ..,. 1715 8 
stores . . . . . ~. © $177 :'15 7 | Miscellaneous sales . ee 
Retortaccount.. . .. . 125 0 0 
eee 50 0 0 
Deterioration account. . . 175 0 0} 
Geir am.... -.- -. met © 
Gas-fitting,andlabourthereon 13710 3 
Repair of roads and river wall 10 0 0; 
NE 6 oe ss ee eS 
Profiton firsthalf year . . 1,077 5 7} 
Profit on second half year. . 1,227 11 9 
£8,588 4 6) £8,588 4 6 


The CuarrMan moved the adoption of the report, and in doing so con- 
gratulated the shareholders on the present position of the company, that 
they were in such a prosperous state as to pay a dividend out of the profits 
of the year without touching the reserve-fund. In fact, after paying the 
dividends, they would be able to carry a balance to that reserve account. 
Two or three years since, when coals were at so high a figure, they had to 
draw on the reserve-fund to help the dividends, but now he was happy to 
say they were reimbursing it. He was pleased to direct attention to the 
improved arrangements in reference to the retorts, by a process patented 
by their manager (Mr. Carpenter), and he hoped it would not only be a 
benefit to the company, but also be profitable to the patentee. There was 
one other matter in the report he regretted to have to refer to—viz., the 
decease of Mr. Urquhart, who was one of the large shareholders. From his 
practical experience and professional ability as an engineer, his services 
were of immense value to the company, and it was impossible to find 
another to fill his place. 

Mr. G, Exxiorr seconded the motion. 

My. Jacozs said he could not understand what was meant by reserve- 
fund account and the suspense accounts. He thought the amounts shown 
were only on paper, and had no real existence. Where was the £1400 
represented as a reserve-fund ? 

The Cuarman explained that this amount was not idle—it was doing 
better service than it could be even “ out at interest ”’—it was employed 
in working the business of the company; and Mr. Jacobs must know that 
no business could be worked without capital. 

he SecRETARY explained, with reference to the retort suspense account, 
that it was usual in all gas companies to write off a sum, according to the 
amount of gas manufactured, from this fund for the renewal of retorts, 
and the amount stated in the accounts was the value of the retorts in use 
at the my time. 

Mr. Brerr said he was surprised to see the recent vacancies in the 
directorate filled up by non-residents. He had great respect for the people 
of Chatham, but he thought the directors might have found suitable men 
in Sheerness for the offices. 

The CuarrMan, in reply, said that the greater portion of the capital of 
the company (about four-fifths) was subscribed by gentlemen residing out 
of the town, and it was only fair to them, as they had a large stake in the 
company, that they should also have a voice in the management. The 
shares were offered to the people of Sheerness, and if they did not like to 
take them up, they must not complain that strangers who purchased them 
should also have a share in the direction of the company’s affairs. Who, 
he asked, were so likely to take a great interest in the welfare of the com- 
pany as those who held the largest number of shares ? 

_Mr. SxRuBsoLe moved, and Mr. Boors seconded, the declaration of the 
dividends recommended in the report, which was agreed to. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected. 

The thanks of the shareholders having been given to the directors, the 
manager, and the secretary, and the same having been responded to, the 
proceedings terminated. 





SovtHwoLtp Gas Company.—An extraordinary meeting of this company 
was held on the 4th inst., to authorize an increase in the capital by issui 
shares to the value of £420 for the _— of redeeming the leasehold, 
r 


os for the erection of additional works to meet the increased demand for 
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REDUCTIONS IN THE Price or Gas.—The Commercial Gas Company will 
reduce the price of gas throughout their district, on the 1st of July next, 
from 3s. 9d. to 3s. 5d. per 1000 cubic feet. 

KerynsHam Gas Company.—The annual meeting was held on the 26th ult.-— 
Mr. J. N. Brown presiding. The report, recommending a dividend of 5 
per cent., free of income-tax for the past, year, was unanimously adopted. 
A resolution was passed to increase the capital of the company £1000 for a 
new gasholder, pipes, &c. 

DaRLineTton Corporation Gas Suppty.—At the meeting of the Town 
Council of Darlington, on the 5th inst., the chairman of the Gas Committee 
(Mr. Kitching) stated that last half year there was an increase in the con- 
sumption of gas over the corresponding half of 1875 of above 3 million 
cubic feet. The price of coals in the last half year of 1876 was 13s. 2d., 
and in the corresponding half of 1875, 14s. 7d, The unaccounted-for gas had 
been only 6 per cent. Though the price of gas had been lowered, there 
had been a decrease in expenditure of something like £200. 

ProposeD PuRcHASE OF THE BiackpuRN Gas-Works.—The Preston 
Guardian says: “A report of the meeting of the Blackburn Town Council, 
on the 5th inst., will be found in another column, and on reference thereto 
it will be seen that the council, after transacting the ordinary business of 
the meeting, resolved itself into a committee to consider the negotiations 
that have taken place between the corporation and the Blackburn Gaslight 
Company, for the purchase by the corporation of the undertaking and 
works of the said company, and to act in the matter as may seem to the 
committee advisable. It will be remembered that, by the Bill now before 
Parliament, the corporation first sought for compulsory powers to pur- 
chase the gas-works, and that on the Bill coming up for argument before 
a committee of the Lords, an arrangement was entered into between the 
representatives of the corporation and the directors of the gas com- 
pany, for the withdrawal from the Bill of all compulsory clauses; and for 
the insertion in their stead of clauses enabling the corporation to treat 
privately, and to purchase upon an agreement on terms. Before the 
measure came before Parliament, an effort had been made to effect an 
agreement between the town council and the gas company, but in vain. 
When before the Lords Committee, however, fresh proposals were made 
on behalf of the corporation. There are three classes of share stock in 
the company, “A,” “B,” and “C.” The two first classes are paid up, 
but on the last named stock the whole of the share capital has not 
been called up. The difference between the directors of the company 
and the representatives of the corporation hinged chiefly on the 
question whether the whole of the capital on “C” should be 
called up, as the maximum dividend on that class of stock is 74 per 
cent., and in the event of a purchase being effected, 7} per cent. 
would have to be paid in perpetuity upon such capital called up, or that 
may be called up, together with a maximum dividend of 10 per cent. on 
the share capital in “A” and “B” stock. As the uncalled-up capital in 
““C” stock amounts to a considerable sum, the corporation are unwilling 
to agree to a proposal to call up this capital, since they could borrow 
money at 4 or 44 per cent., whilst they would have to pay, as stated, 7} 
per cent. were the capital called in from the shareholders. The last pro- 
posal of the corporation was to pay a bonus of £2 per share and to pay a 
maximum dividend of 10 per cent. on shares in “A” and “B” stock, and 
a bonus of £3 per share on “‘C” stock, in compensation for the cancelling 
of one-half of the shares, the full value being £10 per share, and the 
amount actually called up £5 per share. “A” and “B” stock consists of 
6000 shares each, consequently the bonus in this instance would amount 
to £24,000. In “C” stock there are 11,607 shares, and the bonus at the 
rate of £3 per share would be in the aggregate £34,821, making a total 
bonus of £58,821. The gascompany asked £78,166, but intimated that they 
might be induced to accept £70,428 so that the difference actually sub- 
sisting between the corporation and the gas company has been and is 
£11,607. These facts the council had to consider in committee on Thurs- 
day, as presented to it by the Parliamentary Committee. After some con- 
sideration, the council expressed its willingness to confirm the action of 
the Parliamentary Committee, but decided that no advance should be 
made to the offer of the committee. Should the gas company agree to the 
conditions stipulated, power was given to effect a purchase.” 


Proposep New Stanpine Ornper.— Writing to The Times, a propos of the 
debate of last Friday, Mr. Rodwell, M.P., says: “ You woul imply that 
I was guilty of an inconsistency in having, in the first instance , protested 
against the principle of the Standing Order proposed by the Chairman of 
Ways and Means, and having afterwards pod me ied the same principle in 
my amendment. I really did no such thing; I throughout contended that 
while, on the one hand, it was unfair to deprive the holders of gas pro- 
perty of rights secured to them by public or private Acts, behind their 

acks, by a hard and fast rule, it was, on the other hand, the clear right of 
Parliament to review, to the fullest extent, the position of any company 
coming béfore it forfresh powers, and the duty of the committee disposin 
of the Bill to vary the old terms, or impose new conditions, as the speci 
circumstances might require, after inquiry. This was the course 
adopted in dealing with the metropolitan and other companies referred to, 
and of this no one could complain; and, in each of those cases, some 
element of compensation was introduced to meet the loss which the pro- 
prietors sustained in surrendering their rights to new shares. The dis- 
tinction between the application of the Standing Order and my amend- 
ment is obvious; the ome of each is essentially different, but, at the 
same time, it is probable that, in many instances, the same results would 
follow.” Mr. James Henderson writes from 31, Maryon Road, Charlton: 
‘Will you allow me, being one of the directors of one of the gas companies 
now applying to Parliament for new capital, to make a few observations on 
the above topic? I have read your article, also the speeches of 
members in the House, and it appears to me that both you 
and they fail to present the whole case. Your argument is based 
upon the hypothesis that gas companies are guaranteed by Parliament a 
dividend of 10 oy cent., and also that they are secured against competi- 
tion. As regards the metropolitan companies, this is so to a large extent, 
and in all such cases your argument may be sound and reasonable, but in 
the case of my company it is far otherwise. Our district is outside the 
Metropolitan Gas Act; our capital is £60,000, £12,000 only of which is 
allowed to pay 10 per cent., the remaining £48,000 paying only 7} per cent. ; 
also, we have no monopoly of supply, Parliament having sanctioned two 
companies in the same district, and in our present application we are not 
asking for 10 per cent., but 7} only, so that, if our application is granted, 
only one-tenth of our whole capital will bear 10 per cent., the remaining 
nine-tenths, 73. Our district is a e one, embracing three parishes. We 
have been in existence 34 years; during that time we have made two 
previous applications for more capital, amounting in the aggregate to the 
modest sum of £60,000. Surely I may point to this fact_as a proof that 
we, at least, are not fairly c able with reckless expenditure, although 
our district is thin compared with the a companies, sometimes 
running a main hun of yards, at the of the parish, to supply one 
street light, yet we are supplying a.gas that will bear comparison with an 
of the metropolitan companies, at 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet. I trust you will 
see that our case is different from that supposed by you, and that you will 
admit that what we ask for comes fairly within the four corners of com- 
mercial enterprise.” 
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Begister of Hetw “Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


1972.—Pawson, W., Grantham, Lincoln, “Improvements in valve and ball- 

cocks or taps.” March 31, 1877. 
'7.—WorHERSPoON, J., Glasgow, ‘‘ An improvement in the construction 

of cocks or taps.” April 3, 1877. 

1808.—Lake, W. R., Southampton Buildings, London, “ Improved appa- 
ratus for raising liquids.” communication. April 4, 1877. 

1309.—Bonnevuitxe, H. A., Paris, “ A new or improved hydraulic press for 
separating the water and other liquids from solid matters in suspension 
therein.” A communication. (Complete specification.) April 4, 1877. 

1813.—Justicz, P. M., Southampton Buildings, London, ‘ Improvements 
in exhaust nozzles for discharging steam and gases under pressure.” A 
communication. April 4, 1877. 

1334.—Carr, A., Paterson, and Artuor, J., Jersey, U.S.A., “ Improvements 
in pumping-engines.” April 5, 1877. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE GREAT SEAL. 


3882.—M‘Kenpricr, J., Batt, H. W., Glasgow, and Warsoy, R. G., Kil- 
marnock, Ayr, “A new or improved fluid motor pump or meter, and 
valves and valve-gearing therefor.” Oct. 7, 1876. 

3914.—AHRBECKER, i C., Stamford Street, London, “Improvements in 
fluid-meters.” Oct. 10, 1876. 

3916.—Suanp, J., Upper Ground Street, London, “Improvements in hy- 
drants or fire-cocks, and an auxiliary valve in connexion with the same.” 
Oct. 10, 1876. 

4015.—Reyno.ps, E., Sheffield, “Improvements in centrifugal pumps and 
fans.” Oct. 18, 1876. 

4526.—Symes, G., Stepney, London, “Improvements in apparatus for 
manufacturing, purifying, and economizing gas, parts of which improve- 
ments are applicable for other purposes.” Nov. 22, 1876. 

663.—Newman, J., and Dugssury, W., Derby, “Improvements in appa- 
— for ne gas from the rétorts to the hydraulic main.” 

eb. 17, 1877. 





en 
PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 


BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY oF £50 
BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 


840.—Coox, H. W., “Improved apparatus for pumping or forcing wa; 
air, gas, or other liquids or fluids.” March 7, 1874. per, 

848.—GoopaLt, R., “Improvements in the means or method of purifying 
foul water or sewage, and in the apparatus employed in connexion 
therewith.” March 7, 1874. 

873.—NewrTon, A. V., “An improvement in pumps.” March 10, 1874. 

897.—BayLry, H. D., and Bayutey, G. H., “Improvements in the con. 
struction of taps or valves, which improvements are also applicable 
to the fixing of glass tubes in water-gauges.”” March 12, 1874. 

907.—Hunter, A. G., ‘New and improved apparatus for carburetting 
atmospheric air, and improvements in other apparatus connected there. 
with.” March 13, 1874. 

935.—Ho.anp, H., ‘‘ New orimproved apparatus for charging atmospheric 
air with the vapour of hydrocarbon liquid.” March 14, 1874. 

949.—Grorce, R., “Improvements in taps, valves, and stopcocks.” 
March 17, 1874. 

991.—Howarp, J., “ A new self-acting apparatus for regulating the supply 
of water, and disinfectant for flushing and disinfecting water-closets,” 
March 21, 1874. 

993.—Locxkwoop, W., “Improvements in valves for regulating the pressure 
of steam, air, water, or other fluid.” March 21, 1874. 

1002.—Smrrtu, A., “ Improvements in the means for purifying water; also 
applicable for preventing incrustation in steam-boilers, and for detergent 
purposes.” March 23, 1874. 

1052.—JensEN, P., “ Improvements in the manufacture of gas and appa- 
ratus therefor.” March 25, 1874. 

1055.—Nie.p, T. A., “ Improvements in taps or valves, adapted for use in 
controlling the flow or discharge of fluids.””’ March 26, 1874. 

1079.—Nurtraut, F. D., “Improvements applicable to regenerative and 
other gas-furnaces.” March 28, 1874. 








The GRAND MEDAL of MERIT at the VIENNA EXHIBITION, and TWO MEDALS at the PHILADELPHIA EXHIBITION, 
have teen AWARDED to GWYNNE & CO. for GAS-EXHAUSTERS, ENGINES, and PUMPS; 
Also 27 OTHER MEDALS AWARDED at all the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS. 


GWYNNE & BEALE’S PATENT GAS-EXHAUSTERS & ENGINES. 






ut 
sai 


BXHAUSTER with Trunk Engine, capable of passing 210,000 cubic feet per hour. 


The Judges report on the 
combined Exhauster 
Steam-Engine exhibited at 
the Philadelphia Exhibition 
is—* Reliable compact Ma- 
chine, well adapted for the 
purpose intended, of excel- 
lent workmanship.” 

GWYNNE & CO. have made 
the largest and most perfect 
Gas-Exhausting Machinery in 
the world, and have completed 
SS) Exhausters to the extent of s 
Z 7,000,000 cubic feet passed per 

hour, of all sizes from 2000 to J 
210,000 cubic feet per hour. 
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52,500 EXHAUSTER, with Horizontal Engine combined. 


@BEGWYNNE & CO. do not pretend to enter into a struggle with other makers in respect to cheapness, They have never sought to make price the chief 
consideration, but to produce machinery of the very highest quality, and most approved design and workmanship. The result is that in every instance their work is 


giving the fullest satisfaction. Numerous testimonials and references can be given to Companies using their Machinery for years past. 
Exhausters, with or without Engines combined, can be made to pass the gas without oscillation or variation in pressure. 
Regulators, Bye-Passes, Stop-Valves, Gas-Valves, Station Governors, and Gas Machinery of all Sizes. 


PLEASE ADDRESS IN FULL, GWYNNE & COQO., Hydraulic and Gas Engineers, 
ESSEX STREET WORKS, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, W.C., ENGLAND. 


Ge G. § Co. are now making 6 Sets Exhausters and Engines for 105,000 cubic feet per hour, 3 Sets 180,000 Exhausters and Engines, with many others of all Sizes. 


BEALES 


Improved Patent 


GAS-EXHAUSTERS 


WITH 


ENGINES COMBINED. 


Sole Makers, 
GEORGE WALLER & CO. 


Makers of 
ENGINES, EXHAUSTERS, 
INDEX and DISC GAS-VALVES, 
HYDRAULIC MAIN VALVES, 
BYE-PASS VALVES, 
TAR, LIQUOR, and other PUMPS, 

SCRUBBERS and PURIFIERS, 
CONDENSERS, BOILERS, &c. 


PHENIX ENGINEERING WORKS, 
HOLLAND STREET, S.E., 


AND 
STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 












AWARDED SILVER MEDAL AT 
THE MANCHESTER EXHIBITION OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
SCIENTIFIC INDUSTRY. 
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ANTED, by a Lancashire Manufac- 


turing Chemist, large or small quantities of strong 
Gas AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, above &° Twaddel. ; 
Address No. 358, care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 


Fuzet Steet, E.C. 


ws TED immediately, a steady Man 
as STOKER. Wages 4s. 3d. 


per day. Permanent 





loyment. 
ay , with testimonials or references, to Mr. GrorcE 


pLEY, Gas-Worke, Buxton, 
a ed April 7, 1877. 


FOREMAN OF GAS-WORKE. 
TED, an experienced Man to act 
as FOREMAN of a large Provincial Works. He 
must have fulfilled a similar position, and be able to prove 
his efficiency for such a situation. Wages 50s. a week, with 


house, fuel, &c. : 
Addrees No. 358, care of Mr. King, .11, Bolt Court, 


Fizet Street, E.C. 





Fo SALE, a Set of Four Purifiers, 
8 ft. square, dry centre-valve, grids, covers, and 
lifting gear, 8-in. connexions. 

Apply to 8. SrupHoLMeE, Gas-Worke, WHITEHAVEN. 


0 BE LET or SOLD, a Pro in the 
vicinity of London, admirably adapted for the 
erection of Water-Worke, having an abundant supply of 
the purest epring water from the chalk. 
For further particulars, apply to Driver anp Haywoop, 
5, Victoria Street, WestmINsTER, S.W. 


VAL AND WEYBRIDGE GAS 


OR SALE, Three es and Ex- 
hausters (Two by Gwynne, and one by Waller) for 
15,000 feet per hour. Being about to be replaced by larger 
ones. 
Can be seen at the Works, Walton-on-Thames, or 
particulars can be had of Mr. Gzorce ANDERSON, 35a, 
Great George Street, WESTMINSTER. 








TO GAS ENGINEERS DRAUGHTSMEN, 


ANTED immediately, an experienced 
DRAUGHTSMAN, competent to prepare Drawings 
and Specifications of Gas Apparatus and Buildings. 
State age and salary required, and enclese testimonials, to 
No. 357, care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
Lonvon, E.C. 


ws TED, by the Cottenham Gas Com- 
pany, Two second-hand PURIFIERS, Valves, and 
Connexions, in good condition, about 7 ft. by 4 ft. The 
Company have for DISPOSAL a GASHOLDER, 25 ft. b 
8 ft., with columns and girders; also Three D-shape 
Mouthpieces, 12 in. by 15 in., with lids, and One Iron 
Retort (size of mouthpieces) 7 ft. 6 in. long. A bargain. 
Apply to H. Frank in, Secretary, Cottenham, Cambs. 


GITUATION Wanted, by a first-class 
Practical Mechanic in building, retort-setting, fitting, 
main and service laying, manufacture and. distribution of 
s, as Foreman or Superintendent of a large Gase Work, or 
anager ofasmall one. Good testimonials. 
Address J. A., 16, Grant Road, Clapham Junction, 
Lonpon. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, CORPORATIONS, &c. 


THE Advertiser (age under 40) has had 
nearly 20 years experience as ASSISTANT- 
ENGINEER of one of the largest gas establishments on 
the Continent, and is thoroughly acquainted with the 
construction and working of all the apparatuses.connected 
with the manufacture, distribution, and analysis of gas; 
speaks and writes English, French, and German, and is at 
present resident engineer on Gas-Works of 300 to 400 
million cubic feet working capacity (on the Continent). 
He is desirous to find a more remunerative, and equally 
permanent, APPOINTMENT than tke one he now holds, 
and is in a position to offer first-rate references. 

Address E. F. 4613, care of Messrs. Haasenstein and 
Vogler, Hamburg, GERMANY. 


CARNARVON CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 


Fo SALE, by Tender, a second-hand 
GASHOLDER, 35 ft. diameter by 18 ft. deep. 
¥or particulars apply to Mat. J. Parsons, Manager, 

















READING GAS COMPANY. 


Fo SALE, as they now stand, and at 
any reasonable price, as the ground upon which they 
stand is wanted, four 12-ft. square Cast-Iron PURIFIERS, 
with centre-valve and connexions, grids, tee bars, &c., 
complete. 
Apply to Mr. E. Barer, Engineer, Gas-Works, Reapinc, 


GASHOLDERS. 


Fo SALE, Two Telescopic Gasholders. 
One 50 ft. by 16 ft., the other 70 ft. by 20 ft., each 
comple:e, with cast-iron tanks, columns, girders, and inlet 
and outlet pipes, valves, &c., both of modern construction, 
in good condition, and nade by Messrs. Piggott and Co., of 
Birmingham, To be seen at work at the Gas-Works, 
Birkenhead. Cause of removal to make room forextensions, 

To be eold a bargain, taken down and re-erected ready 
for work. 

For particulars apply to ASHMORE AND WHILE, StockTON- 
Ox-TEES; or to view, apply to Mr. CaLLow, Gas Engineer, 
BIRKENHEAD. 


Fo SALE, Two Telescope Gasholders. 

One 52 ft. diameter by 22 ft., the other 52 ft. diameter 
by 28 ft., and one Single-Lift GASHOLDER, 50 ft. 
diameter by 14 ft., each plete, with col » girders, 
inlet and outlet pipes, valves, &c. 

Also Two 7-in. Parkinson’s GOVERNORS. 

May be seen, and further particulars obtained, on 
application to Mr. C. Hunt, Engineer, Gas- Works, Windsor 
Street, Birmingham. 

Tenders will be received not later than the 2lst inst., to 
be addressed to the CHAIRMAN of the Works Sub-Committee, 
Gas Offices, Old Square, BrrMINGHAM. 

Birmingham, April 3, 1877. 


HE Blackburn Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany have FOR SALE one 25,000 feet per hour 
EXHAUSTER and ENGINE combined, with one 10-horse 
power BOILER, The Exhauster is b’ Musgrave and Co., 
of Bolton, and is only to be sold as it has been replaced by 
alarger one. Also four Wrought-Iron GIRDERS, 32 ft. 
long, 18 in. deep, 17 in. wide, double plated, at top, bottom, 

and web, with 4-in. plates. 
Application for price, &c., to be made to the undersigned. 

8. R. Ocpxn, Engineer. 


THE Kingston-upon-Thames Gas Com- 
pany have FOR SALE, cheap, second-hand PLANT 
as under :— 

_ Two 12-ft. square PURIFIERS, with wrought-iron 
lids and lifting apparatus complete. 

A quantity of 9-in. RACK-VALVES and connexions. 

A Cornish BOILER, 4 ft. diameter by 10 ft. long, with 
safety-valves, furnace work, &c., complete. 
P A STATION-METER, made by Parkinson, to pags 20,000 
eet per hour. 

The whole of the above have been thrown out of use 
to make room for plant of larger dimensions. 

H. F, Packsam, Engineer and Manager. 




















FOR SALE, 
Set of 8-in. Vertical Condensers, with 


tar-box and all connexions complete, containing 
about 180 ft. of pipes. 
Also a SCRUBBER, 12 ft. high, 5 ft. diameter, with 
reversing valve. 
The above are nearly new (only been in work six years), 
and are now removed to make room for larger. 


May be seen and price obtained on application to H. and | 


F, Barzey, Engineers, East RetrorD. 


THE Swansea Gaslight Company have 
for immediate SALE, the following Plant :-— 

A 6-bh.p. Patent Trunk Engine. (Beale.) 

Exhauster to pass 15,000 feet per hour. (Beale.) 

An 8-h.p. Grasshopper Engine. (Easton and Amos.) 

Exhauster, 20,000 ft. per hour. ( Beale.) 

Tar, Liquor, and Water Pumps, Eccentrics, Shafting, 
and Driving Pulleys. 

Wrought-iron Condenser, six vertical Legs, 30 ft. high, 
84in. by 6in., with tar-boxes, dips, and syphons. 

A set of four cast-iron Purifiers, 12ft. square by 5ft. 
deep, with galvanized wrought-iron covers, lifting appa- 
—_ four tiers of wooden sieves, 10-in. connexions and 
valves. 

May be seen at the Gas-Works, Swansea. The whole in 
perfect working order; replaced by plant of larger di- 
mensions. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application to 
Mr. THORNTON ANDREWS, SWANSEA. 








BELFAST CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 


THE Time for receiving Tenders for 
taking down and rebuilding a Bench of RETORTS, 
as per Advertisement in the JourNaL or Gas Licutinc of 
the 27th of March and the 3rd of April, will be extended 
until April 30, 1877. 
James STELFox, Engineer and Manager. 


Alu those Parties who have Tendered 
or are about to Tender for the New GASHOLDERK 
forthe Ringwood Gas Company, can view the Works on 
application to Mr. Wepce, Manager. 
he Company will not be answerable for any expense 
that may be incurred by the parties so viewing. 


GASHOLDERS FOR SALE. 








THE Dewsbury Corporation hereby offer | 


FOR SALE Two GASHOLDERS, which, until 
recently, have been in use at their Batley Carr Gas- Works. 
One Telescopic Gasholder, 74 ft, diameter, in two lifts, 
each 18 ft. deep, with columns, guides, girders, with 
balance-weights, &c. 
One Telescopic Gasholder, 58 ft. diameter, in two lifte, 
each 16 ft. deep, with columns, guides, girders, &c. 
: ee may be obtai on application to the under- 
signed. 
ealed tenders, stating price, to be sent to Jesse Smith, 
Eeq., Town-Clerk, not later than Tuesday, April 17, 1877. 





The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the 


highest tender. 
Cuakies A. CRaven, Engineer and Manager. 





TO MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS. 


HE Macclesfield Corporation Gas Com- 

mittee are prepared to receive TENDERS for the 
purchase of the TAR and AMMONIACAL LIQUOR made 
at their Gas-Works for a period of One, Two, or Three 
yeare, dating from May 1, 1877, at the option of the 
Committee. 

Sealed tenders to be delivered at the Town-Hall, Maccles- 
field, not later than Saturday, April 21, 1877, endorsed 
* Tender for Tar and Ammoniacal Liquor,” and addressea 
to the CHammman of the Gas Committee, Town-Hall, 
Macclesfieid. 

The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
highest or any tender. 

March 27, 1877. 





FIRE-CLAY WORKS FOR SALE, 


ro BE SOLD by PUBLIC ROUP, within 

the Town-Houee, re on THURSDAY, 
April 19, 1877, at Two p.m., the INVERKEITHING 
FIRE-CLAY WORKS, near to the Town of Inverkeithing, 
as the same have been carried on for many years by the 
late Mr. Fraser, together with the goodwill of the 
business. 

The works adjoin the Great North Road. The Dun- 
fermline and Queensferry Railway passes within a few 
yards, and a connexion can easily be formed. The Halbeath 
and Inverkeithing Railway intersects the works, and 
affords direct communication to the coal-fields and Inver- 
keithing Harbour, which are at a short distance. 

Fire-clay ab ighbourhood 





ds in the ig mood. 

The works and their connexions- occupy about Two 
acres, and are in all respects complete. -They include a 
serviceable engine of 12-horse power. There is also an 
excellent Manager’s house. 

A large business has been carried on in these works for 
about 50 years, and they have attained a high reputation, 
more especially for gas-retorts, for which orders are 
received from all parts of the world, and largely from 
London. 

The whole plant and stock-in-trade will be made over to 
the purchaser ata valuation. Entry on the lst of May. 

Upset price, £2000; Feu-duty, £2 lis. 

For further particulars apply to JouN Ross, Writer, 
DUNFERMLINE. 


TO TAR DISTILLERS. 


[THE Directors of the Windsor Ro 
Gaslight Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the surplus TAR (about 36,000 * per annum) 
produced at their works, for a term of Three years, from 
the Ist of ae next. — party om | the —— will 
bave to all expenses of carriage, and keep the Company 
well supplied with a good stock of sound barrels. 

Sealed tenders to sent to the under not later 
than Tuesday, May 1, 1877, by Twelve o'clock at noon, 
stating price per gallon. 


By order, 
Grorcr CaRTLAND, Secretary. 
Gas-Works, Windsor. 


WINDSOR ROYAL GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


HE Directors of this Company invite 
TENDERS for the supply of 5 tons of GAS 
COALS (unscreened), to be delivered free at the Windsor 
Station of the Great Western Railway, such Coals to be 
either of the following descriptions, viz.:—New Pelton, 
Pelaw Main, or Holmside. 








The contractor to state for which Coals he tenders, as 
| none others than those specified will be received. 
| The Coals to be delivered as follows, viz.:—June next, 
| 500 tons; July, 500 tons; August, 500 tons; September, 500 
| tons; October, 500tons ; November, 600 tons; December, 600 
| tons; January, February, and March, 1878, 500 tons each. 

= Company will undertake the unloading of the 
trucks. 

The tenders to be forwarded to me on or before May 1, 
! . 
| The Directors will not entertain any tender conditional 
on strikes, &c., or be bound to accept the lowest or any 
tender, 

By order, 
Grorce CaRTLAND, Secretary. 
Gas-Works, Windsor, April, 1877. 


WIDNES GAS-WORKS, 


HE Gas Committee of the Widnes 

Local Board are prepared to.receive TENDERS for 

the supply of about 9000 tons of GAS COAL, to be delivered 

at their Works, in such quantities and times as may be 

required during the Twelve months from July 1, 1877, to 
June 30, 1878. 

Conditions and forms of tender may be obtained from the 
undersigned. 

Tenders to be addressed to the Chairman of the Gas and 
Water Committee, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Gas Coal,” and 
delivered at the Public Offices; Widnes, not later than 
Thursday, the 26th of April. 

The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 





Henry Roxenrs. 
Gas-Works, Widnes, April 11, 1877. 








WIDNES GAS-WORKS. 


[HE Widnes Local Board invite separate 
TENDERS for the construction of a RETORT- 
HOUSE as under:—1. For the Excavation, Brickwork, 
| Masonry, &c., for Building and Retort Benches. 2. For 
| the Ironwork, consisting of Roofing, Hydraulic Mains, 
| Mouthpieces, Columns, Pipes, &c. 

Plans and specifications can be seen at the Engineer’s 
| Office, Gas- Works, Widnes, and bills of quantities obtained 
| on payment of one guinea, which will be returned on receipt 
| of a bona fide tender. 
| Tendere, endorsed ‘“ Ironwork,” or ‘ Building,’’ as the 
| case May be, and addressed to the Chairman of the Gas 
| and Water Committee; to be delivered at the above works 
| before Ten a.m. upon the 26th of April. 

The Board do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 

or any tender. 


Widnes, March 24, 1877. 


BOROUGH OF SOUTHPORT. 


| CON TRACT FOR IRONWORK. 
THE Corporation are prepared to receive 
y 


TENDERS for the supply and erection of certain 
Cast-Iron Columns, Girders, and Roofs at their Gas- 
Works, near Southport. 

Drawings and specification may be seen at the Town- 
Hall, Southport, and at the Office of Mr. George Anderson, 
35a, Great George Strest, Westminster, on and after the 
| 12th inst. 

Tenders to be sent to me, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Gas- 
| Works,” on or before the 26th inet. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the 
| lowest or any tender. 


Henry Roserrs. 








By order, 
KEIcnLeY Watton, Town-Clerk. 


BOROUGH OF SOUTHPORT. ‘ 


CONTRACT FOR RETORTS & FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 


HE Corporation are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for the supply of RETORTS and FIRE- 
CLAY GOODS required at their new Gas-Works, near 
Southport. 
Drawings and specification may be eeen at the Town- 
| Hall, Southport, and at the Office of Mr. George Anderson, 
$5a, Great George Street, Westminster, on and after the 
12th inst. 
Tenders to be sent to me, endorsed ‘‘ Fire-Clay Goods,” 
| on or before the 26th inst. 
| ““Phe Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the 
| lowest or apy tender. 





F order, 
Keicuiey Watton, Town-Clerk. 


WIGAN BOROUGH GAS-WOKKS. 


‘"INHE Gas Co 





mmittee of the ration 

of Wigan invite TENDERS for the construction and 
erection of a GASHOLDER, 150 ft. diameter, in two lifts 
of 30 ft, each. 

Also for the construction of a BRICK TANK for same. 

Also for the supply and fixing of two SCRUBBERS, 
60 ft. high and 10 ft. diameter, of approved make, and two 
PURIFIERS, each 20 ft. square and 5 feet deep, with all 
necessary valves and connexions for same. 

Plans, specifications, and other particulars may be 
obtained on application to Mr. J. G. Hawkins, the Engineer. 

Tenders to be sent in, addressed to Mr. Hawkins, not 
later ‘than Tuesday, the 17th of April next, endorsed 
“ Tender for,” &c. 

The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender, and reserve to themselves the right to 
accept a portion only of any tender. 

Maske, Wo. Peace, Town-Clerk. 

Wigan, March 23, 1877. 


















558 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[April 10, 1877, 





“ JODBNAL OF GAS LIGHTING” FOR SALE. 


HE First Twelve Annual Volumes, 
bound, and about Eleven years unbound. Nearly 
complete. The volumes of the “‘ Gas and Water Times, 


“ Gas * " 
Offers by letters to Lux, care of Messrs. Hare and Co., 
15, 8t. § ’s Lane, Lonpon, E.C. 


_ AMMONIACAL LIQUOR. 
Directors Ci. Maidenhead Gas 
Company are pre to receive TENDE or 
the purchase of the AMMONIACAL LIQUOR made at 
their works alo e the Thames at Taplow. 
Tenders will received on or before Monday, April 16, 
and may be for One, Two, or Three years. 
The Liquor will be pumped into barges in the river. 
For further particulars apply to the Szcrerary, Gas 
Company, MAIDENHEAD. 
= Directors are not bound to accept the highest orany 
tender. > 








TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 
HE Stretford Gas Company invite 


TENDERS for the eupply and erection at the Gae- 
Works, Stretford, One TELESCOPIC GASHOLDER, 100 ft. 
in diameter with inlet and outlet pipes, valves, &c., in 

d with drawings, specifications, and ditions, 
which ae be seen at the Gas- Works, on and after Monday, 
the 2nd of Apri 

The Company do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Sealed tenders, endorsed ‘“‘ Tender for Gasholder,’’ to be 
sent in not later than the 16th of April, and addressed to 
the CuarrnmaNn, Gas-Works, STRETFORD. 

Bens. Haynes, Secretary. 
Stretford, near Manchester, March 21, 1877. 








HONITON GAS AND COKE COMPANY. 


TEX DERS are invited for a Lease of the 
works of the above Company, situate at Honiton, 
in the county of Devon. 

Quantity of gas made last year, as returned by the 
present lessee, 4,000,000 cubic feet. 

The term of the Lease will be for Ten years, from Mid- 
summer, 1877, 

Further particulars may be obtained on application to 
the Secretary. 

A draft of the Lease may also be seen. 

Sealed tenders to be addressed to the Secretary on or 
before May 1, 1877. 


Honiton, March 22, 1877. 


Joun Murca, Secretary. 





TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 


HE Gas Committee of the Darlington 
Corporation invite TENDERS for the re-sheeting of 
a Single-Lift GASHOLDER, 80 ft. diameter and 20 ft. deep, 
with channel guides for tank and tripods; also bottom and 
top carriages, with rollers. 
Specifications and other particulars may be obtained on 
application to Wm. Smith, the Engineer. 
Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Holder,” to be sent to 
me not later than April 18, 1877, 
The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 
Wu. Surra, Engineer. 
Darlington Gas-W orks, March 30, 1877. 


BOROUGH OF LEEDS. 


HE Gas Committee of the Corporation 

are prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply of 

CLAY RETORTS and FIRE-BRICKS. Number of Retorts 

required about 200. Dimensions, 18 in. by 15 in. by 9 ft. 
to make 18 ft. throughs. 

Particulars as to Fire-Bricks and forms of tender may be 
obtained on application to Mr. Woodall, the Engineer, at 
the Gas-Works, Meadow Lane. 

Tenders to state price per fopt lineal for Retorts, and 
price per 1000 for Fire-Bricks, delivered at the Gas-Works, 
Leeds. One-half the quantity to be delivered before the 
end of June next, and the remaimder during the months of 
July and August next. 

Tenders will be received, addyessed to the Chairman of 
the Gas Committee, Town-Clerk’s Office, Town-Hall, and 
endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Clay Retorts, &c.,” not later than 
Wednesday, the 18th inst. 

The Committee do not bind Cguodnes to accept the 
lowest or any tender, nor to take the whole quantity from 
any one firm, 





By order, 
C, A. Curwoop, Town-Clerk. 
Leeds, April 6, 1877. 
ULVERSTON LOCAL BOARD. 
GAS AND WATER DEPARTMENT. | 
THE Gas and Water Committee invite 
TENDERS for the supply of 1500 tons of COAL and 
350 tons of CANNEL, for gas purposes, to be delivered in 
such quantities, and at such stated periods, as may be 
required during the Twelve months ending June 30, 1878. 
he Coal and Cannel offered are to be the best of their 
kind, and must be as free as possible from all bats, pyrites, 
and dirt. Parties tendering must give full particulars of 
the Coal and Cannel offered, and the colliery from which 
they propose to supply, and state the price per ton 
delivered carriage paid fo Ulverston Station. 

Where a tender is received for the supply of both Coal 
and Cannel, it must be understood that the Committee is to 
be at liberty to accept a portion of such tender. 

Sealed tenders addressed to the undersigned will be 
received until the 23rd inst. 

Jno. Swan, Engineer and Manager. 

April 4, 1877. 








| 
| 
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Now ready, price One Shilling, No. 5 (to be continued Monthly) of 


A TREATISE ON THE SCIENCE & PRACTICE 


OF THE 


Manufacture and Distribution 
COAL GAS. 


LONDON: WILLIAM B. KING, 11, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, 
OR OF ANY BOOKSELLER IN TOWN OR COUNTRY. 


For the convenience of persons resident in remote districts, arrangements have been made by the 


Publisher to forward the “Treatise ’ by Post, securely packed on a roller, at the cost of the number 
and postage only—viz., 1s. 2d. Monthly, or 7s. for the Half Year. 


JOHN HALL AND CO., STOURBRIDGE, 


Manufacturers of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, 



















AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand, Other kinds made to order 
on short Notice. 


- F. & C, OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTasBiisHEeD 1807. 

MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, AND LUSTRES FOR GAS AND CANDLES. 
TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 

CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE AND ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 











TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU CHANDELIERS, IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN 
LIGHTS, VESTIBULE LAMPS, AND THE PATENT CRYSTAL ILLUMINATION. 


A LARGE 8TOCK ALWAYS IN HAND OF 


IRON, BRASS, COMPOSITE, AND LEAD TUBES, FOR GAS AND WATER, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS AND WATER FITTINGS. 
THE PATENT DRY AND WET METER, WITH THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS. 
STREET LAMPS AND COLUMNS IN GREAT VARIETY. 


Worxs: LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM. 
GAS MOONS, 






gy, A: & 
g¥ = » 2% Cut and Engraved, of 
&2 = e % the newest designs 
te ? os * 
Se Sz ‘a GAS REFLECTORS 
& a ] 
7s 37 # In Silver and Glass 
= z 
& ° GAS NIBS 
\ AND 
BURNERS 
Of every description. 








~ ‘ Ps onan Ban 
WHY as-Fittings, Crys 
% : “r fae rire cee 
RS ~ j ers for , are nOW 
9 * Sass oa S, complete. 


City Show-Rooms and Manufactory, 147, HOUNDSDITCH, LONDON. 


Estastisuep 1830. 





D. BRUCK PEEBLES & CO., 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKES, 


ENGINEERS, ) 
EDINBURGH, 


Manuracturers of WET AND DRY GAS-METERS; 
Patentees and Sole Manufacturers of “PEEBLES’ GAS-GOVERNORS,” 


FOR STATIONS, DISTRICTS, DWELLING-HOUSES, AND PUBLIC LAMPS, 
OF WHICH UPWARDS OF 90,000 ARE NOW IN SUCCESSFUL USE. 


“These Lamp-Governors are so superior that they are likely to supplant all others."—Dr. Wm. Wallace, F.RS.E., F.CS, 
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J. EDMUNDSON & CO. 


19, GREAT GEORGE STREET, WESTMINSTER, 
LONDON, 8.W., 
MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS APPARATUS. 


CONTRACTORS FOR THE 


ERECTION OF GAS-WORKS, GAS-FITTINGS, &c., 


FOR TOWNS, COUNTRY MANSIONS, é&c. 
Estimates given free of Charge. 


Now Publishing, will be ready the first week in April, 


THE GAS a WATER COMPANIES DIRECTORY 


FOR THE YEAR 1877, 


EDITED BY 


CHARLES W. HASTINGS, 


8, BUCKINGHAM STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C., 
CONTAINS 
An Alphabetical List of Townsin England If Let on Lease, Name of Lessee. 
having Gas or Water Companies. If a Private Venture, Name of Owner 
Date of Formation of the Company. If Purchased by the Corporation (and in 
If Incorporated under Special Act of cases where possible the date of such 
Parliament, and the date of such Act Purchase), or if the Property of the 











or Acts. Local Authorities. 
If under ary of the Limited Liability Population of all Towns. 

Acts. Railway Communication, and the Dis- 
Amount of Share Capital. tance from London. 
Name of Chairman. Special Notice is taken of all the Members 


Name of Engineer or Manager. of the “British Association of Gas 
Name of Secretary. Managers.” 


THIS WORK IS UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF ALL THE LEADING GAS & WATER ENGINEERS 
AND SECRETARIES OF THE METROPOLITAN & PROVINCIAL COMPANIES. 


Price 5s; in Cloth Covers; by post, 5s.2d. | Price $s. 6d. in Paper Covers; by post, 3s. 8d. 
PUBLISHED BY MESSRS. MARCUS WARD & CO., OF LONDON AND BELFAST. 


J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


GLOBE METER-WORKS, 
OLDHAM, 


Beg to submit to Gas Engineers their 


PATENT COMPENSATING GAS GOVERNOR, 


Which is designed to give an uniform pressure at the Outlet to the Main 





at all draughts up to the full quantities which the Governors are made to control, such 
outlet pressure being less than the initial pressure. 





The uniformity of pressure is 
obtained by introducing a com- 
pensating chamber into the Bell 
or Holder of the Governor, which 
compensator is of the same area 
as the valve, both of which are 
operated on by the initial pressure, 
thereby placing the valve in equili- 
brium, no matter what the initial 
pressure may be. The action on 
the Bell is by the Gas passing 
along a pipe from the outlet, and 
the pressure is regulated by weights 
in connexion with the Bell as 
required. 

From the sectional elevation 
attached hereto, it will be seen that 
only the Gas required to operate 
the Bell comes in contact with the 
water of the tank, which water will 
remain comparatively sweet and 
free from odour. That in case of 
accident to the Bell, no more Gas 
can escape than would pass up the 
pipe covering the valve-rod and 
Bell supply-pipe. 

These Governors have been made 
and sent out of various sizes for 
from 2 to 24-inch Mains, and give 
most satisfactory results. 


VERTICAL SECTION 


They can be made -vith Float in the Bell, or counterpoise as per section. 





VALUABLE GAS ——_ HELD IN PEE 


OHN PENDER, neh, faving, rerirad i in- 
structions, A A SELL TON 


Auction Mart Waterford oe on 
WEDNESDAY. “a sie of Apel a ~~ o’clock, "the 

terest ramore Gas- dwelling-house, stores, 
and concerns, held in fee — with the entire plant. 

The ——. is capable of containing 8000 feet of gas. 
The coal-house holds 200 tone, and is so situated that the 
cubouy waggons can unload into the house. The mains 
and buildi were erected and laid down at an expense 
of about £2000, 

Joun Psnper, Auctioneer. 





PAMPHLET ON GAs. 
COOKING anpd HEATING. 
HINTS ON GAS-BUBNERS, &o. 


For GAS COMPANIES to distribute to their Gas 
Consumers. 


Specimen Copy by post Threepence, from the Author, 
MAGNUS OHREN, Gas-Works, Sydenham, 8.E. 


NEW WORK ON HEAT. 
Now ready, ag 8vo., Oe PP-. any vd Illustrations, 





) THE HANDBOOK of HEAT. Based 


upon LARDNER’S TREATISE. Edited — almost 

entirely re-written by Bensamix Loewy, Esq., F.R.A.S., 
&c., formerly Leste on Physics in University College. 

This book has been some years in preparation, and will 
be found thoroughly suited to the requirements of students 
preparing for public examinations. 

London: Crospy Locxkwoop & Co., Stationsrs Hatt 
Court, E.C. 





TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, & MUNICIPAL 
AUTHORITIES SUPPLYING WATER OR GAS, 


ONSPIRACY AND PROTECTION OF 
PROPERTY ACT, 1875. 

It is aauioed, under a PENALTY OF FIVE POUNDS, 
that a INTED COPY of the 4th SECTION of the 
above act shall be posted up at all Gas and Water Works 
ina —s place, where the same may be conveniently 
read by the persons employed thereat. 

Printed copies of the section, in large type, on bread 
sheets, may be had of Witt1am B. Krve, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, Lonpon. Price, per post, 2s. per dozen, or 
10s. 6d. per 100 


The Act extends to Scotland and Ireland, 





NOW READY, 
THE 


GAS COMPANIES 
EXPENDITURE JOURNAL, 


Being a Ruled Account-Book with Printed Headings, 
and Analyzing Guide for Keeping, upon the easiest 
and most correct method, the Expenditure of a Gas 
Company, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Gas Works Clauses Act of 1871, and suitable for all 
Companies. 
Prices, half bound, cloth sides, 2 quires, 30s.; 
8 quires, 36s.; other sizes and bindings to order. 
ublished by Epwarp SAnNpDELL, Accountant, 
4, Skinner’s Place, Sise Lane, Queen Vicroria 
Srreet, and W. B. Kina, Office of the JourRNAL oF 
Gas Ligure, 11, Bolt Court, Feet Street, E.C. 


T. NEWBIGGING, 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
5, NORFOLK STREET, MANCHESTER. 


HENRY LYON, 
ENGINEER, 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 


BROOKLYN, CHEETHAM HILL ROAD, 
MANCHESTER. 


ALFRED LASS, 


SPECIAL ACCOUNTANT FOR GAS COMPANIES, 
30, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON. 


Accounts analyzed and “Statistics Prepared for Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings, Arbitrations, $c. 

The Forms of Accowumt, which have been specially 
designed by A. L. to meet the requirements of the 'Gas- 
Works Clauses Amendment Act, 1871, are now in use by 
many Gas Companies, and have been universally approved. 

The above forms are registered. 

Water Companies Accounts also prepared and adjusted. 


CONSULTATIONS. 








TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


MM: W. H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected = 
Gas, Water, and Sanitary —- meen my — to os 
he continues to assist Inventors in th tion of their 
——. and to obtain for them PRO yISTONAL PRO- 
ECTION, whereby their invention may be secured for 
giz Months; or LEITERS PATENT, which are granted 
for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it “unnecessary for persons vektens in 
the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &ce., supplied geen | upon 
application to the Advertiser, 22, Great George Street, 

ESTMINSTER. 
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YEO'S PATENT ENGINE PACKING. 


Rovat Lerrers 
ParErT. 


Br 
Hee Maszsty’s 


EPHRAIM YEO, Inventor, Patentee, 





and SOLE MANUFACTURER of the Patent Ex- 
celsior Self-Lubricating Rope Engine Packing; also Manu- 


faeturer of Improved Tarred and White Spun Yarn for Gas 
and Water Pipe Joints, Coke Sacks, Fall Ropes, &c., 
NEWTON ABBOT, DEVONSHIRE. 
Samples and particulars forwarded on application. 





HAILES, Furnace Builder and 

e Retort Setter, contracts for the Setting of 

RETORTS, in } or small worke, at home or abroad. 

Sixteen years with the Commercial Company, London; 

Setter for the Isle of Thanet, Deal, Dartford, Brentford, 

and Wandsworth Companies, &c, The best Stourbridge 
goods supplied if required. 

Address, 3, High Street, Brentford, MippLEsex. 





9 2 
AILEY’S Patented Inventions are 
-— yd in yoy teed ——— — © — 
iley’s Patent Steam 8, Pyrometers, Water Gauge 
Cocks, Test Pumps, Fusible Plugs, Steam and Water Valves, 
Safety Valves, Junction Valves, Pumps, Teil-Tales, Re- 
corders, Lightning Conductors, Electric a Turret 
Clocks, Steam Joint Cement, Lifting Jacks, r Feeders, 
Lime Catcher and Se r, Injectors and Ejectors, an 
every description of first-class Brass Work for Engines 
and Boilers. Gas-Works Managers who have not our 
book should send for it. 


16th edition, 1000 engravings, 4to., post free 3s. 6d. in 
stamps, weight 10 oz., cost of production £1000, 
AILEY’S Illustrated Inventions, con- 
taining details and prices of goods in our five several 
departments :—(1) Brass Foundry, Steam Gauges, Indica- 
tors, Feeders, and Fit 3 (2) Engineers Sundries, Small 
Tools, and Stores; (3) Machine Pump and Fire Engine; 
4) Turret Clock, &c.; (5) Electric Telegraph, A BC 
austruments, Bells, and Apparatus. 
W.H. Bary and Co., Albion Works, Salford, Lancasurex. 





JOHN ROMANS, C.E., F.G.S.E., 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER 


CANNEL COAL FACTOR, 
30, St. Andrew Square, EDINBURGH. 


Plans and Estimates furnished; Gas-Works, Apparatus, 
Pipes, Machinery, Fire Goods, &c., supplied, or Attested 
and Shipped for Exportation. 

GAS-WORKS TAKEN ON LEASE, 


Mr. Romans has for upwards of 30 years been practically 
engaged in the Manufacture of Gas, and has, by extensive 
experiments, ascertained that by JUDICIOUS INTER- 
MIXTURE of the lighter with the heavier gases, much of 
the rich Hydrocarbons CAN BE SAVED, which otherwise 
ARE LOST, during the process of manufacture. He is 
therefore enabled to give advice to those who favour him 
with their orders for Cannel, as to the class which will 
secure for their standard of illuminating power the 
HIGHEST ADVANTAGEOUS RESULTS. 


ANALY8I8 AND PRICES FORWARDED ON APPLICATION. 


CATHELS’S 
IMPROVED RETORT-SETTINGCS. 


GUARANTEED TO HEAT AND a WITH GREAT ECONOMY 


Coloured lithograph copies of WORKING DRAWINGS of Beds of One to Seven Retorts (eo clearly 
arranged and fully shown as to be easily understood by any retort setter or bricklayer) having been made 
of -_ — settings, they can now be supplied with detailed SPECIFICATION immediately on 
receipt of orders. 








. APPLY TO 
MR. THOS. NEWBIGGING, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
5, NORFOLK STREET, MANCHESTER, 


GAS. PURIFICATION. 


BAILES & HALLSWORTH, 
CONTRACTORS FOR THE 


PURIFICATION OF COAL GAS, 


BY THEIR 


PATENT OXIDE OF IRON COMPOUND. 


The material is in use at most of the principal Gas-Works in Yorkshire and elsewhere. It contains 
considerably less moisture than natural Oxide of Iron. It is much cheaper and more efficient as a purifying 


agent. 
B. & H. are purchasers of Spent Oxide, or will take Spent in exchange for New Material. 


FOR SAMPLES AND TERMS, ADDRESS— 
BAILES & HALLSWORTH, COPPERAS WORKS, ARMLEY, LEEDS. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gas-Fittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ax 


= KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 
Meter Works in London—2, CROSS STREET, WILDERNESS ROW, E.. 














STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, CONSUMERS METERS, GAS LUSTRES, 
CHANDELIERS, BRACKETS, &c., 
And every description of Gas-Fittings and Gas Apparatus, 








THE WIGAN 


COAL & IRON COMPANY, 


LIMITED, 


District Orrice: 97, NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM; Agent: W. M‘GOWAN; 
Supply the Best Wigan Arley Mine Gas Coal, Gas Nuts, Gas Cannel, &c. 


N.B.—The Wigan Coal and Iron Company, Limited, are exclusive owners of the well-known 


HAIGH HALL AND KIRKLESS HALL GAS COAL COLLIERIES. 





THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS & FIRE- BRICKS, 


Of every size and shape, and of the best quality; also of White and Coloured GLAZED BRICKS, SANITARY PIPES, &c., &c. 


In order to meet the constantly increasing demand for their Gas-Retorts, the F. I. Co. have recently made such an addition to their premises as will 


enable them to execute expeditiously the largest home or foreign orders. 


London Agent for Gas-Retorts: D. W. OGG, 3, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary’s Axe, E.C. 
- ~ Glazed Bricks: A. BARFIELD, 22, Great George Street, Westminster. 











1Z€ STRENGTHS & oF Roweo Joists. 






























































rdicoudren re CHA WILLIAMS, &-.C°, 


ad eee “ap ENGINEERS AND IRON FOUNDERS. — _ be Ghrocas 
‘Z 90 TANNON. STREET LONDON.E.C Beane 


16-40 ms “Ti-}zo-} RIVETEDS& ROLLED GIRDERS. ROOFS. SCRUBBERS. CONDENSERS. GAS HQLDERS. TANKS &c. 
cars 






MANUFACTURERS OF CAST & WROUGHT IRONWORK or every Description 
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SAFE DISTRIBUTED LOAD IN TONS 
DIVIOE THE CONSTANT BY THE SPAN IN FERT. 








AGENTS;CLASCOW Mess BLACKLEY, YOUNC.&C°IG3STVINCENTSTREET) __ 


a On Ks a 


STANGHEONS t =t - »COLUMNS — — 
BIRMINGHAM, Mess" E,C.&J,KEAY.90,NEW STREET — _ 
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MESSRS. PELOUZE & AUDOUIN’S 


N E W 


PATENT CONDENSER, 


For the Mechanical Condensation of the Liquefiable Matters in 
Gases or Vapours. 















































WILLIAM SUGG’S MESSRS PELOUZE ano AUDOUIN’S LOWE'S 
PATENT CONDENSER. 
PATENT ws a Jet Phetometer 
ILLUMINATING —5o> (KIRKHAM & SUBG'S IMPRGVED), 
Suitable for 
POWER METER the English and French 
systems. 
For showing the Illu- 
minating Power of Gas nen 
hy the observation of + po WILLIAM SUGG’S 
one minute. 22585 | PATENT 
geo" Sstreet- 
£26s, 10s, COMPLETE. ic.) See 
sein: G METERS 
= oO 
AEE = 
Pos = 
s2 Soni | GOVERNORS. 
THE “LONDON” 3o°20 2 
4) yi 
Standard Burner, G30 | “ EVANS” 
“ = C aa 2 AND 
GAS REFEREES MODEL,” zs 2 : ‘*LETHEBY”’ 
. - r | 
For 14-candle and 16- . 3° PHOTOMETERS, 
candle gas, as- certi- 7 | As approved of by the 
fied by the Board of | Metropolitan Gas Re- 
rade, is now ready. ferees and Standards 
<_< 
| Department of Board 
| of Trade. 
Prices and Description | 
of above will be sent on Wa Vie pssoigtrphor | Lists of above will be sent 
application. —_—_ be — 4 | on application. 











*,* This Condenser is being largely used on the Continent, and is much approved of. 





—— SOLE AGENT FOR ENGLAND, 


x ‘ = " . ° 
From whom Prices and all Particulars may be obtained on application, 


WILLIAM SUGG, 
GAS ENGINEER, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


WESTMINSTER, S.W. 
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LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


(ESTABLISHED 1835.) 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, LIMITED, 
MANUFACTURERS OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETc. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS 


GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL Co, Lonrzp 


(Sasocessors to JOHN WILLIAM O’NEILL & CO.,) 
Offices—PALMERSTON BUILDINGS, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C., 
CONTRACTORS ror GAS PURIFICATION 


OXIDE OF IRON. 


The superiority of the material supplied by this Company is generally recognized, and it is now in use in nearly all the London and 


most of the large Provincial Gas- Works. ' 
Oe ue sonNeon bs oint Managing Directors. 


GAS PURIFICATION. 


=. O. COOKE E: & CoO., 
OXIDE MERCHANTS, 


79, MARK LANE, LONDON, E.C., 


Are now supplying the best natural Oxide of Iron that has yet been 
brought into the market. 

















THOMAS ALLAN X% SONS, 


IRONFOUNDERS.,,. 


WORKS: 


SPRINGBANK FOUNDRY & NORTH WOODSIDE FOUNDRY, 


GLASGOW ; 
BONLEA FOUNDRY, STOCKTON-ON-TEES, 


Manufacturers of 


CAST-IRON GAS AND. WATER PIPES. 


SIZES: 3 to 12 inches at GLASGOW. 
= 13 to 7 “i STOCKTON. 





A LARCE STOCK KEPT, AND PRICES MODERATE. 





Freight to London, in the Stream, 10s. per ton from Stockton; 
12s. 6d. from Glasgow. 


London Agent: Mr. A. C. FRASER, ST, STEPHEN’S CHAMBERS, TELEGRAPH STREET. 
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‘ ALDER AND MACKAY, 
GRANGE WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CONSUMERS IMPROVED GAS-METERS; 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, in Cast-Iron and Tin Cases, 


OF THE HIGHEST EXCELLENCE, 
Wearranted to measure correctly, and not to vary. 


STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS, 
EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 


HENRY GREENE & SON, 223°". 
GAS AND HOT WATER ENGINEERS, GAS-BURNERS. 


ANNON STREET, E.C. 
— P ENRY GREENE AND SON, 
Manufactory: 19 & 20, NICHOLAS LANE, E.C. 155, Cannon Street, London, Sole Agents 


for Great Britain, Ireland, and Colonies, of 


Brinner’s Improvements in Gas Lighting, beg 
SUN = BURNERS, to inform the public that on the 13th of Janu- 
ary, 1876, Julius Brénner obtained an injunc- 


j i i tion in the Court of Session, Scotland, against 
With Regulating Valves to obviate down draught. tion in mag one nga gg 


' Street, Glasgow, prohibiting him from in any 

MEDLAVAL & OTHER GAS-FITTINGS way abvertioing ox offering for sale on BrOnner’s 

: Burners, any Burner not manufactured by 

For Churches and Domestic Use. Julius Bronver, or from in any way inducing 

2 ee _. — > believe that the « Donald 

- sniinhiatiadin = = M‘Vean sells or keeps for sale Prénner’s 

ARCHITECTS’ OWN DESIGNS WORKED OUT. Burners, ot Pn by Julius Betenee, 
while such is not the case. 

Also that on the 9th of November, 1875, he 














ESTIMATES FREE OF CHARGE. obtained injunction in the same Court, and in 
ge terms, against R. M. Brechin and Co., 

. SU q 46, North Hanover Street, Edinburgh, 
TB he oe UPPLIED Also that on the 20th of April, 1875, in a suit 


a in Chancery, before Vice-Chancellor Malins, 


SoLE CONSIGNEES FOR BRONNER’S IMPROVEMENTS IN | number 1874, B 365, he obtained injunction 
against another defendant, in the same terms 


Gas LIGHTING. | gad on similar grounds, 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS, NEAR SHEFFIELD, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


IMPROVED CENTRE- VALVES, 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, GASHOLDERS, ROOFS, 


And every description of Gas Machinery. 








TENDERS GIVEN FOR WORK FIXED COMPLETE IN ANY PART OF THE KINGDOM, 


WEST’S GAS IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, 


ARE NOW PREPARED TO SUPPLY AND ERECT THEIR PATENTED MACHINERY FOR 


CHARGING2DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


And to enter into arrangements with GAS COMPANIES for its use upon moderate 
____terms of Royalty. _ 
The Patented Machinery has secured the approbation of all Engineers who have visited the MAIDSTONE GAS-WORKS, 
where it is in full operation, and may be inspected at any time on application to the Manager. 
The advantages attending its use are— 
INCREASED VOLUME OF GAS PER TON.—INCREASED YIELD PER 
RETORT.—INCREASED BULK OF COKE FOR SALE.—REDUCTION 


IN LABOUR AND LESS DEPENDENCE ON SKILLED STOKERS. 


_. & Pamphlet containing a description of the Machinery, and Copies of Reports on the working of the same, &c., 
will be forwarded on application to the MANAGING DIRECTOR, Maidstone. Communications may also be addressed to 
the Consulting Engineer, R. P. SPICE, Esq., M. Inst. CE., 21, Parliament Street, Lendon, 8.W., or to the 
Engineer and Analyst, F. W. HARTLEY, Esq., A. Inst. C.E., 55, Millbank Street, London, 8.W. 
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C. & W. WALKER, 


8, Finspury Circus, 


Lonpon, E.C, 


MANN & WALKERS’ 
PATENT SCRUBBER, 


By Letters Patent in Great Britain, Europs, and the United 
States of America, 


By some important improvements recently 
patented, the purifying power of these Scrubbers has been 
much increased, and a stronger ammoniacal solution obtained, 
which is found to absorb a large portion of the carbonic acid 
contained in gas, effecting an important saving in money and 
Jabour in the lime purifiers, and where oxide only is used, 
the increase in the illuminating power of the gas obtained 
by these Scrubbers is shown in a remarkable degree, in 
consequence of the large quantity of carbonic acid removed 
from the gas. 


It is to be particularly noted that the im- 
portant results of these Scrubbers do not depend upon the 
machinery alone. The entire internal construction of the 
Scrubber bears an almost equally important part. For this 
reason, where it is desirable to convert existing Scrubbers, 
whose dimensions happen to be suitable, the work commences 
by ripping out the whole of the interior of the shell, and be- 
ginning the internal construction de nova from bottom to top. 


They are, in all cases, constructed under 
guarantees to perfectly perform their work. They are now 
extensively used in the largest gas-works of London and the 
chief cities of Europe, the number in use exceeds One@ hun- 
dred, and their perfect efficiency and profit to a gas companv 
have been fully established with every variety of coal used in 
Europe. References can be given to the largest gas-works in 
Europe. 


By their use the department of purification 
from ammonia upon a gas-works is made complete, without 
the aid of prepared oxide of iron, chemicals in purifiers, or 
any other supplementary process, and the whole ammoniaca! 
residual product contained in the coal is absorbed and obtained 
in the form most profitable to a gas company, while the re- 
quirements of all Acts of Parliament and of the Board of Trace, 
relating to incorporate gas companies, are satisfied. 


Foul Gas, properly condensed, entering the 
inlet is, by once only passing through the Scrubber, com- 
pletely purified from ammonia with regular certainty day by 
day, without any further vrouble, or any other process, effected 
by a very small quantity of clear water let into the machinery 
room at the top of the Scrubber, which is discharged at the 
liquor outlet at the bottom, from Newcastle coal at about 
18 to 20 ounces strength, from Yorkshire and other coals, 
generally from 25 to 30 ounces strength; while acidulated 
litmus or turmeric exposed at the Scrubber outlet will not 
show the slightest dis@olaration, and there is not a quarter 
of a grain of ammonia per 100 feet left unabsorbed. 


They contain their own engine power, re- 
quiring only a small inappreciable quantity of steam from the 
gas-works boiler, and are then complete in themselves, ready 
for service. 


Applications relating to dimensions and 
prices should be addressed to us, C. anp W. WaAtxgr, 
8, Finspury Circus, Lonpon, E.C., or to Mr. Witiiam 
Mann, late Superintendent of the Chartered Gas-Works, 
Buiacxrriars, Lonpon; they should state approximately the 
largest make of gas in 24 hours on a winter’s day, and the 
smallest make on a summer’s day, to be purified. 
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PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & (C0,, 


April 10, 1877.] 





















= 7 Sass 
This Paint having been in general use over fifteen years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint produced 
for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much less sx- 
pansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below white lead that 
the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in row and its price being avout the same (30s. per cwt.), it is actually one-third cheaper. 
From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 

The following Gas Companies in London have used the Paint for years—viz., The Gaslight and Coke, Imperial, Independent, City of London, Commercial, 
London, and Surrey Consumers. 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and Gas Joints, 
for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. 
SPECIAL DRIERS FOR ANTIMONY PAINT SUPPLIED. 


JOHN ABBOT AND CO., 


LIMITED, 
IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, 


PARK WORKS, GATESHEAD-ON-TYNE. 


London Office: 2, SUFFOLK LANE, CANNON STREET. 
Glasgow Office: 54, ST. ENOCH’S SQUARE. 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


HYDRAULIC MACHINERY, 


INCLUDING 


ACCUMULATORS, FORCE-PUMPS, CRANES, & LIFTS, 


FOR 


GAS-WORKS, WAREHOUSES, &c. 
IMPROVED HYDRAULIC MACHINERY, 


Specially Arranged for Lifting and Lowering Purifier-Covers, &c. 
MAKERS OF 


PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, RETORTS ; 


PIPES FOR GAS AND WATER WORKS; 


ROOFS, COLUMNS, AND GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS AND ESTIMATES SUPPLIED ON APPLICATION. 


ALBERT GAS COAL. 


THE DERBYSHIRE 


SILKSTONE COAL COMPANY, 


LIMITED, 


CAN OFFER A 


GAS COAL, 


Of superior quality, delivered at any station in England and Wales. 
Purified gas per ton of coal in cubic feet (average) 10,775 
Weight of coke in lbs. per ton of coal . . . 1,465 
ANALYSIS AND PRICES ON APPLICATION TO 
Mr. EDMUND TAYLOR, Secretary, 
ALBERT COLLIERY, NEWBOLD, NEAR CHESTERFIELD. 
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_ JAMES OAKES & CO., 


ALFRETON igen eat DERBYSHIRE, 


WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 21 & 22, er ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, N 

Keep in London and at their works large stocks of PIPES 

and CONNEXIONS (14 to $6 inches in diameter); also 

make and supply Retorts, Tanks, Columns, Girders, pecial 

required by Gas, Water, Railway, Telegraph, 

Colliery, and other — 





ARLES Horstry, Agent. 
BretLeEY IRON WORKS, 
EST@ER-LE-STREET, 
DUBHAM. 


Manufactory for every description of heer J on 
Machinery for Gas- Works and Water-W: 

Warehouse in London for Cast-Iron nn and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 

. Sg ¥ hy London, Mr. J. Maxwarinc, 101 Cannon 
treet, E. 


SILICA FIRE BRICK CO., 
OUGHTIBRIDGE, 
Near SHEFFIELD, 
Manufacturers of THE ORIGINAL SILICA OR DINAS 
FIRE-BRICKS. Specially adapted for Gas-Retort Fur- 


naces, and for Siemens’s Gas-Furnaces. Shipments promptly 
executed to London, Liverpool, Hull, Grimsby, &c. 


TROTTER, HAINES, & CORBETT, 


BRETTELL’s ESTATE 
FIRE CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE. 


Manufacturers of GAS-RETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE 
FURNACE & BLAST-FURNACE BRICKS LUMPS, 
TILES, and every description of FIRE-BRICK, 
Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAYS. 


Successors to 
E, Baxer anv Co., LATE Bererntey Hitt, StarrorpsHiee, 


MOBBERLEY & PERRY, 
FIRE CLAY and BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAY, 
Manufacturers for Home and Export. 
GAS-RETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE FURNACE, 
BLAST-FURNACE, TANK BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, 
And Every Description of Best Fire-Bricks. 


HARPER & MOORES, 


PROPRIETORS OF THE 


BEST STOURBRIDCE CLAYS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Manufacturers of all Descriptions of 
BEST STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, 


AND CLAY RETORTS 
Of all Dimensions for Gas-Works, 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS & CRUCIBLES 
Of every kind. 
The Highest Award was obtained by H. & M., at the 
Philadelphia Exhibition, 1876, for Superior Quality of 
Manufacture. 


“SELLARS CEMENT” 


PBEVENTS WASTE OF GAS FROM RETORTS; 
SAVES CLAY RETORTS FROM DESTRUCTION BY 

















GREATLY ECONOMIZES THE USE OF FIRE- 
BRICKS; 
And PREVENTS ALL POSSIBLE LOSS of GAS FROM 
LEAKAGE, 


J.C. SELLARS, 
THE GAS CEMENT WORKS, 


_ BIRKENHEAD. 
GAS AND WATER PIPES. 


WILLIAM MACLEOD & Co., 
18 & 20, ALSTON STREET, GLASGOW. 


CAST-IRON GAS AND WATER 
PIPES. 








DELIVERY F.0.B. ON .oam, OR STOCKTOR-OR-TEES, 
Prices on application. 


Te 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


354, GREAT GEORGE STREET, 
WESTMINSTER, S.W. 





PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions:— 
RETORT SETTINGS-—giving great Economy of Fuel. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, FOUR-WAY VALVES. 
FUEL-MACHINE, for Compressing Breeze and Tar. 
WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, and PURIFIERS, that Economize Space and Cost. 





N.B.—Pamphlet, with Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress 
on the construction of Gas-Works, post free, 2s. 6d. 


J.T. B. PORTER & CoO., 


GAS ENGINEERS & MANUFACTURERS, 


IRONFOUNDERS AND CONTRACTORS, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, 
LINCOLN. 





LONDON OFFICES: 1, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, S.w. 


ESTIMATES FOR GAS-WORKS OF ANY SIZE. 
REFERENCES TO 500 ‘WORKS ALREADY ERECTED. 


N.B.—All Cuiintinninn to be nee to the FIRM ONLY. 





S. OWENS & CO., 


WHITEFRIARS STREET, LONDON, E.C., 


HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


PUMPING MACHINERY of every Description. 


SOLE LICENSEES AND MANUFACTURERS FOR GREAT BRITAIN OF 


BLAKE’S PATENT STEAM-PUMPS., 
. Moore than 10,000 in use, 


ESPECIALLY ADAPTED FOR USE IN GAS AND CHEMICAL WORKS, FOR 
PUMPING TAR, WATER, AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, ACIDS, &c. 
The following are some of the prominent advantages of the 
BLAKE PUMP:— 


It is interchange- 





It will start at any 4) 


point of stroke. 


able in all its work- 


ing parts. 
It has no dead It will deliver more 
point. water than any other 
It works fast or pump. 


slow, with the same 
certainty of action. 
It is economical, 
Has a lead on the 
slide-valve. 
It is compact and 
durable. 





It is made of best 
materials in the most 
workmanlike man- 
ner. 

Can be worked at 
20 strokes per hour, 
or 200 strokes per 
minute. 


This Illustration represents Boiler-Feed Pumps, Sizes Nos. 1, 2, and 3, with Hand Lever for 


working Pump when Steam is not available. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


MANN & OWENS 
IMPROVED PATENT GAS-VALVES. 


PRICED LISTS AND FULL PARTICULARS FURNISHED ON APPLICATION. 





er ree 








O8t, 


Petovn 
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GAS COAL. 
ROBERT MARSHALL, |»opg & PEARSON, LIMITED, have) SCOTCH CANNEL COALS. 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, Gas ieclocue of Sanden py + Ry ty 5 The Subscriber is prepared to we mo the supply of 


elds in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet as, | atl the principal Prices and 
178, sT. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW. rin an Siuminating power of 16 pon Ey “Gan Analyses of the various Coals will be forwarded on appli- 
py ee burners now used by the London Gas Companies, | cation. 








ual to 17 idles, 
SHOTT’S BOGHEAD. “One ton yidide 13 ewt. of gerd coke, ThisCulan| JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
. oe from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, CANNEL COAL MERCHANT 
’ = ~ - ’ 
LOTHIAN’S CANNEL _, For further particulars, apply to Pors axp Puansox,/ 7 AYMARKBT, EDINBURGH. 
Yields 12,500 cubic feet of 84-candle gas per ton, and 9 cwts. Established 1840. 





of excellent coke, containing only 4 per cent. of ash. PLUTONIC CEMENT, 
MUIREIRE, No. 1, CANNEL | For Jointing and Repairing Retorts and Ovens both in and HEBBURN MAIN GAS COALS. 


out of Action. 
Yields 12,160 cubic feet of $2°5-candle per ton, and | Ysed in the principal London and Provincial Gas-Works T. Stone, Esq., of Weymouth, writes on Nov. 17, 1876: 











10 cwts. of excellent coke, containing only 5 per cent. of ash. as a great aid to the I production of Gas. _ I have used about 12,000 tons of this Coal, with, I think, 
a the best possible results, although not always under the 

OLD WEMYSS CANNEL WILLIAM RICHARDSON, | most favourable circumstances. My Coal account made 

Gas ENGINEER. | up to Midsummer last showed a makeage of 10,524 cubic 





Yields 13,320 cubic feet of 82*5-candle gas per ton.| GH ARLES HENRY STREET any BISSELL STREET, | _ per eo gas, and +. a yn - 
° ° ante | Cannel used. This statement would, I know, be incredible 

Prices and full Analyses on application. | BIRMINGHAM. | to many men, and may provoke the remark, ‘ How much 

of it is paid for?’ For the gratification of such, I have to 
say that, of the above quantity, 9866 cubic feet per ton 
LESMAHACGCOW CAN N EL COAL | of Coal carbonized were brought to charge and duly paid 
& | for, with the exception of about 6s. per cent. for bad debts. 

| The coke is of excellent quality. The above facts I hold 

| to be a greater recommendation to your Coal than any words 


FERRAND DAVIES, | of mine could be.” 


148, GRESHAM HOUSE, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C., | THE TYNE COAL COMPANY, LIMITED, OWNERS. 
SOLE AGENT FOR j W. Ricuarpson, Fitter, 


THOMAS BARR’S LESMAHAGOW MAIN CANNEL. | A aE z, 


Quotation and Analysis forwarded on application. WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer 


G. J. EVESON, | OLAY RETORTS, FIEE-TRICKS, AND EVERY 


GAS COAL AND CANNEL FACTOR: | witson cARTER & PEARSON, 


Has on offer, and for immediate delivery, in quantities to suit purchasers, Best = wren nding tng sary tag my BF ie 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire, and North Staffordshire Screened and Unscreemed Gas Coals | soll Tietes best qualities of the Derbyshire, Yorkshire, an@ 

° hi ; ‘ j j North Staffordshire Gas Coals and Nuts; also the best 
and Nuts; also Best Lancashire, Yorkshire, and other Cannel, as supplied by him to | descriptions oT Ecstien Wale, Gee cee cee 


























some of the principal Gas Companies in England. | Cannel. 
| Messrs. Wrtson Carter & Pearson, being contractors 


: . — : y | to several of the principal Gas Companies in the Midland 

Analysis and Prices for warded on application to } Counties, have pleasure in being enabled to give them as 
references. 

HEAD OFFICES STOURBRIDGE. | Chief Offices: Temple Buildings, 50, New Street, Bir- 
sd | mingham, 

N.B.—Waated 3000 to 5000 tons of Gas Coke. London Offices: 6, Great Winchester St. Buildings, E.C. 





THE SILKSTONE & DODWORTH COAL & IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


DODWORTH, BARNSLEY. 





BENJAMIN WHITWORTH, Esq, MP.. . . «© « + «+ «© « Chairman. 
Mr.RICHARD HARTLEY... .. + «+ « « «+ « + #=Managing Director. 


REAL OLD SILKSTONE GAS COAL. 


JAMES PATERSON, Esq., Gas Engineer, of the Warrington Gas Company, reported, Aug. 10, 1875:— 
“This Coal possesses remarkable qualities as a gas and coking coal, and appears SECOND TO NONE IN THE KINGDOM. 
It contains the large quantity of 699 Ibs. of illuminating matter, and 1498 lbs. of coke to the ton, and produces 12,240 cubic fect 


of 16°66 candle gas.” 
The above Company are raising nearly a thousand tons of the Real Old Silkstone Gas Coal per working day. 


PRICES QUOTED TO ANY RAILWAY STATION, OR F.0.B. HULL, GRIMSBY, GOOLE, KEADBY, LIVERPOOL, 
AND FLEETWOOD. 


MEssks. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 
THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS AND COLLIERIES, 
NEAR SHEFFIELD, 


STRONGLY RECOMMEND A TRIAL OF THEIR 


CELEBRATED SILKSTONE GAS NUTS. 


Analysis by F. J. EVANS, Esq., Chartered Gas Company, Horseferry Road, Westminster :— 


(COPY, 
Cubic Feet of Gas Tluminating Power Coke per Ton of Ash in Coke, Sulphur in Coal, 


per Ton of Coal. in Candles. Coal used. per Cent. per Cent. 
Silkstone Nuts . . . 10°800 ove 15°85 eves 12°66 cwt..... 6°0 vee 0°69 
Nors.—The illuminating power of the gas was tested by the standard burner now used in London by the Gas Referees, under 


the City of London Gas Act, 1868. 
Horseferry Road, Westminster, March, 1870. (Signed) F. J. EVANS. 


These Nuts are extensively used by various Gas Companies throughout the Kingdom, who bear strong testimony to their 


value, 
APPLICATIONS FOR PRICES, &c., TO BE SENT DIRECT TO THE COLLIERY, AS ABOVE, 
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NEW ‘PATENT WET -GAS: METER, 
THE “* RELIANCE,” 


MANUFACTURED BY THE 


GAS- METER COMPANY, “BEMITED, 


238, KINGSLAND ROAD, ran sat ‘UNION STREET, OLDHAM; HANOVER STREET, DUBLIN. 




















The object attained by this invention is the correct measurement of Gas’under every fluctuation of the pressure. 


Accuracy is obtained by subjecting the whole of the water which determines the. measuring chambers of the drum to one uniform 
even pressure, and so prevents unequal displacements of the water- line. 


The “ RELIANCE” METER has been tested by several of the most experienced official meter inspectors. Copies of their 
reports may be obtained on application to the 


GAS-“METER COMPANY; LIMITED, 


23s. KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


HARRIS & PEARSON, 
FIRE-CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, satiate eat 


QOGBSGCAaGY' 


OT ey “ 


GAS-RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, &.FIRE-BRICKS, 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF GAS-RETORTS IN STOCK. 
STOCK FOR EXPORT READY AT THE WORKS, AND AT ELLESMERE PORT. 

































R. LAIDLAW AND SON, 


EDINBURGH ~ GLASGOW, 


SOLE MAKERS OF 
PATENT 





Of all descriptions. - 
PATENT RECESSED CONE CENTRE-VALVE. PATENT RECESSED CONE CENTRE- mv 
tional Pian. Sectional Elevation. 


LONDON OFFICE: 106, CANNON STREET. 


D. HULETT & CO. 


Invite the attention of Gas. Compatiies. oo and others to their 








PATENT STR T LAMPS, 
Which are so constructed that neither putty nor = — igs Fy So to secure the glass. No hacking out of old putty. 
which frequently destroys the frames. Anew pani “= inserted itf two or three minutés by any inexperienced 
person, the glass being secured by a hinged flap’ Bry race utton. t 


PRICE 10s. oa net. aoe uotations for quantiti 
Also made EXTRA STOUT recomme: for its durability, P. is. 6d. each. 


ag D, HULEITS IMPROVED ing CLEAN 
y the use of which sto in service dud other pipes are freed from n bthaline and other 
obstructions in a few pat Lar PRICE 73s. net. on rg 


HULETT’S PATENT MERCURIAL REGULATOR, 
— ae im maine, to prevent-the excess of pressure-in- high ground, or other elevated 
: PATENTEES OF IMPROVED WET AND DRY GAS-METERS. 
Makers of all kinds of Pressure-Gauges, Gaseliers, and every kind of 
Gas-Fittings for the Trade. 
GAS HEATING AND COOKING STOVES. 


55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 


London: Printed by Witttam Bovemsox ide (at the office of Clayton and Co. 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street) ; and published by him at No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
in the City of London. —Tuesday, April 10, 1877. 
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